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TRAVELS IN CENTRAL AFRICA, 

AND 

EXPLORA'l'KM OF WESTERN NII.E TRIBUTARIES. 


FROM PETIIERICK’S NOTE-BOOK. 



paniccl me to tlu*, shore, to l)c as usual my time-keeper, and a 


double set of observations u ere taken. Addressing lier and receiv- 
ing no reply, I found she n as insensible. Carrying her first intr 
the shade, and conveying her from thence to the Kathleen,^’ ^ 
remained a])pareiitly lifeless. AVheu, at last, she opened her 
she knew me not. Carefully noticing the symptoms of th^ 

I found it was typhus fever: already delirium had seized 
Soon after my wdfe^s illness commenced, I moved f 
marsh, in which we had remained too long, and on 
month were out of the Bahar il Gazal, and once n 
but it was only this morning (the U/t) that I in 
tlic hope she was really recovering. 


VOL. ir. 
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On the Wi the invalid still better. Wo had her on deck — all 
on board feci happ3^ It quite unmans me to sec how tender to 
her the men are ; some with lines out fishiri", others with guns 
on the look-out for shots at wild fowl as they skim along the surface 
of the Avater; and the cook has so thoroughly scoured his copper 
])aiis^ that he can see Iiis face reflected as he places them in readiness 
for the food Avhich is to tempt the Sitta Madame to cat. 

Jmic C)(h. — Entcrc'd the So hat. Took dej)th and Avidth of Hatt, 
and rate of current ; and it resulted that the discharge of Avaters 
per second amounted to eight thousand six hundred find flfteen 
cubic feet, being tliree hundred and thirty-five feet more than the 
Anlumc of the AYhite Nile l)efor(‘ its junction Avith the Bahar il 
Gazal. 

Tlie idea of navigating the Sobat, CAxm for a short distance, AA'as 
abandoned, as our grain Avas rajudly diminishing, and could not, 
contrary to our expectation^ he rcqilaced. IIoav diflerent toAvhat 1 
lead knoAvn it ! The fr(‘(|uent raids upon tlum by the slave traders, 
iMahoinmcd Kheir and his Avild nomad Arab coadjutois, had so 
scared the negroes, avIio had been so often detjeived and preyed 
q)on, that tliey Avould trust no one, and fled on the approach of our 
t. 

'cceding dowiiAvards on the 7fh Jane. The Avirid is dead against 
•an make no Avay, and for hours are eoinpelled to make 
> e shore. Last year these northern Avinds at the same 
aA^e been our sahation ; but it AA^as not to be. 

iterpreters, employed at my station, at the Bahar 
• to ixitnrri to Khartoum, I (exchanged him for 
boat. lie Avas a Shillook, Avho in his infancy 
•d by the Bagara nomad Arabs, and had 
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twenty years in the Egyptian army of the Sondan. Since his 
(liselKirge he had intermarried with the Dinka at the Kytch and 
Rolil. He spoke the Dinka and Shillook dialects and Arabic 
fluently, l)esides being an intelligent man and excellent servant. 
From him I gleaned most of the following particulars respecting 
the Shillook, Dinka, and Djour tribes. 

The Shillooks of th(^ AVhitc TSi'ile inhabit a narrow district 
bordering on the western shore of the river between 9^ 30' to 13° 
of north latitude. Their chief, or Sultan as he is called, from the 
(drcumstancc of his really exerting an authority over his fellow- 
countrymen — who literally are his subjects, and from whom he 
exacts a revenue — resides at his eajntal, called Dacnab; nothing 
more nor less than a poor eollcetion of some two or three hundred 
conical reed huts ; and, indeed, were it not for some exceedingly 
fine delael) palm tr(H's, graeefully interspersed hc'rc and there 
amongst the dwellings, the capital of thc^ Shillook Avould not be 
worth looking a^. These pco[de are governed with an iron hand. 
They are oblij d to deliver all the elephants^ tusks they may be- 
come possesscvl of, all skins of animals, wild or domestic, and all 
the fat of the animals slaughtered, to the Sultan. In addition an 
annual tax, consisting (^f one-tenth of the yearly ])i’oduoe of grain 
and cattle, is scrupulously imposed and levied. 

Murder ispunis^* . with death to the criminal and the forfeiture 
of wives and children to the Sultan, who retains them in bondage. 
Robbery amongst themselves is of rare oecurreiux'. If practised 
on strangers, it is praiseworthy ; but if followed by detection, it is 
])unished by conhscation of the projicrty stolen, and the condem- 
nation of the culprit and his children to the service of the Sultan, 
who may at his option sell them to slave traders. 

His Majesty declares peace and w ar. The latter may be described 

1 — 2 
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as the general state in 'which they live, the Pinka being their most 
inveterate enemy. If victorious, after the deduction of one-tonth 
for the Sultan, the booty is divided amongst the combatants, in 
proportion to the number of spearsmen each individual took into 
the field. Although admitting to his council the most wealthy of his 
subjects, the power of this potentate with regard to tlicm is uidimited. 
No person is allowed to approach his klajesty in an erect position ; 
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but the moment any one seeking an audience is ushered into the 
royal presence, tlie attendants contJ)el him to crawl on hands and 
knees. When sitting in state on a stool, on judgment or reception 
days, surrounded by his council squatting on the ground, his guard, 
consisting of a score or more of his most favoured slaves armed 
with lance and shield, would be the only persons permitted to 
stand erect. Such is the devotion of his subjects that, to prCvcmt 
its being trodden on and polluted, even his ministers will vie with 
one another to catch upon their hands, head, or shoulders the saliva 
which is squirted from the royal mouth. 

Notwithstanding his might, state, and the circumstance of his 
office being liennlitary in his family, he acknowledges his fealty to 
Joekdeng, Sultan of the llonjack, by tlic payment of an annual 
tribute, amounting to the one-tenth part of his revenue. 

Tlui llonjaek are a powerful tribe in possession of a considerable 
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district on the north side of tlic Sobat in about 9° north latitude 
and 83® east longitude, at that point of the river where it receives 
its principal tributaries from the north and east. They border on 
tlic Dinka negroes to the west, the Sliookrych nomad Arabs to 
tlie north, the Gallas on the cast, and the Djibba negroes to the 
south. The latter, apparently witli a mixture of Galla in them, 
speak a different dialect, and vary in colour from the jet-black of 
the Dinka and Shillook to a dark co])pcr-colour. Their manners 
and customs also differ. Althongli they do not scalp their fallen 
enemies, they cut off’ the hair of their heads, and interweave it witli 
their own to form ear-lappcls, or sometimes a long tail reaching to 
the ankh^s. Tliis they ornament with a thick coating of cowrie- 
shells, and add a few ostricli feathers to its extremity. Ibilik(i the 
former, they are not absolutely naked, but wear a hide suspended 
IVom the shoulder, falling round the loins ; and their faces show a 
stronger growth of beard, whi(‘h tl)e black negro, except in rare 
instanci's, is almost without, 

IMy having been possessed of some of the weapons and ornaments 
of the Djilffja, tlie annexed sketch, which illustrated an article ] 
had the honour to read in ISGO at the Vnited Service Institution, 
and was printed in their journal, will give' a better idea of a native 
of this tribe than any description I can convey. The ornament 
on the arm is of massive ivory, and the sharp-edged missile in his 
right hand is of hard wood, and to ])resei ve it from ])eing blunted 
it is eoverc;d with a leather case. 

The Dinka pro])(?r inhalnt the eastern Nile-bank fi*om the Egyp- 
tian territory to the Sobfit; and arc bounded eastwards l)y the Shook - 
ryeli nomad Arabs and the Bonjach. 

This is the parent stock from which are d(‘secndcd avast number 
of minor tribes, known under various designations, but preserving 
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the original habits and language. 1'hoy stretch on the East Nilc‘- 
bank to tLe confines of‘ the Ihirri, to tin*, territories of the Djour 
on the J>ahar il Gazal westwards, and tenninate with the Madar, 
bordering on the Moro, in IS’earnbara, to the south. The most 
powerful are the Dinka ])r()p('r and the Nonaer. The latter inhabit 
both sides of the Nile 8° to 9" 20^ latitude, and a portion of the 
lower part of the Bahar il (lazal, and ani the most warlike, noble, 
and courageous negro rac(^ tliat T know of. 
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The Nuba race comprises the Bonjack aiul the Shillook ; and 
stretcliiiig away inland, tlicy inhabit tlic mountains and more 
sterile districts of the limits of the great Zachara Desert border- 
ing on Kordofan to the nortli, and Darfour to the wTst. Some 
of these mountains — such as the grouj) of Tekkela and Djibboon 
— yield, in small quantities, gold of a superior ductility, and con- 
sequently the district has excited the cupidity of tlie Egyptian 
Government and its Governors; the inhabitants, unfortunately, 
have to a great extent experienced what in England has been mis- 
named tlie c^nUzing edects of Egyptian sway.” The inliabitants 
of the Nuba mountains arc merely subject to the casual marauding 
military expeditions of that Government, and after being robbed 
of as much grain, cattle, and slaves as can bi‘ obtained, they arc 
left to the tender mercies of the Bagara Ara1)s who infest the plains. 
Tekkela, however, has been subjugated, and although not invested 
with a garrison, is tributary to Egy[)t by the payment of an annual 
tax of slaves and gold. Owing to the idea having been started (at 
a later date than the events recorded in this journal) by a scientific 
society in London, that her ]\rajesty’s Govermnent should encourage 
the Viceroy of k'gypt to enter into relations of amity juuI commerce 
with the tribes adjoining the Equator, I Avill cite, for the informa- 
tion of my readers, a h'W' instances of the means employed in 
these out-of-th(v-way regions by the Egy])tian offi(*ials for carrying 
out that policy of amity and eommerct'.” 

The following, out of many instance's that have occurred, eam(^ 
to my knowledge during my residemee in the trojnes of Central 
Africa. My informant w as a cavalry o(H('('r employed on the nizzia 
in question, and an eye-witness to the following oecurrence. In 
consequeiK^e of the failure of the Egyptian Governor of Kodofan 
to levy several years^ arrears of impost, consisting of ninety 
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adult slaves and three hundred and eighty ounces of gold per 
annum, from Melik, Nassur of Tckkela, and the defeat and subse- 
quent retreat of the former in endeavouring to enforce the same, 
Moosa Pasha, the late Governor-General of the Soudan, in his 
then capacity of Sub-Governor-General, was sent to retrieve the 
fortunes of the day. By reason of a disagreement with the un- 
successful Governor, Moosa Pasha turned his attention not so mucli 
against Tekkcla, as to other smaller negro communities and nomad 
Arabs, who also had been guilty of withholding their tribute. For 
the purpose of better locomotion, he discarded the use of regular 
infantry, and chose in preference one thousand two hundred irre- 
gular Arab cavalry, under their several Melik chieftains, and three 
hundred mounted nomad Arab allies. AVhen in the vicinity of that 
portion of the revolted Arabs who were under the command of 
Ilamsa and Sheik Ilassab Allah, surnamed 11 Tor the bull 
Moosa Pasha, in the act of recon noi ter in g, was hotly ])ursucdj and 
all but taken prisoner. From the execrations that were launched 
against him, he concluded that, if captured, certain death would be 
his fate, and no sooner was lie within the precincts of his own 
camp and in safety, than he vowed he would inflict a dire revenge, 
and make his name in future a dread and horror in the land. 

In his turn, with the whole of his force, he so persistently 
followed upon the track of the Arabs, that coming up to them, 
hampered as they were Avitli their numerous herds and flocks, he 
killed a large nuinbcw, took fifty females and a host of children 
into slavery, besides capturing thousands of cattle. A brother of 
Sheik Ilamsa was killed whilst defending the chiers family from 
ignominy and slavery ; and amongst eiglitecn notable prisoners 
were sons of the latter and the veteran sheik, Ilassab Allah (II Tor). 
By a drum-head court-martial, held on the spot, a sentence of death 
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was awarded to all, with the exception of a feeble old man. But 
now, to the astonishment of his followers, Moosa Pasha waived the 
sentence, and, to their disgust, insisted on their witnessing the in- 
hi.. ^ion of the most abhorrent and inhuman punishment that one 
man can inflict upon another, and then turned the poor victims 
adrift as emblems of his revenge. 

I could follow up this subject with accounts of wholesale robbery, 
treachery, and villany of the darhest dye, which are inflicted upon 
the negro race by these supposed civilizers ; but, rather than 
shock tlic riadcr, I will return to my subject of the habits and 
customs of the Nuba and Dinkas. 

In the districts of tlic White Nile bordering on the Egyptian 
territory, from tlie frequent razziua committed on them by that 
Governraent and its subjects, considerable portions of the inha- 
bitants arc periodically carried off into slavery and entire herds of 
cattle arc lifted. Tlic miseries thus entailed upon whole communities 
are beyond description; and it may easily be imagined with what 
feelings of hatred and revenge the Shillook and Dinka negroes look 
upon their despoilers. 

Til common with a great portion of the aborigines that border on 
]\Taliommcdanism, beyond the influence of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment, as far west as the Atlantic, many communities of the !Nuba, 
without the expenditun^ of a ])iastrc or the efforts of missionaries, 
have adopted the faith of JMahomet solely from tlic force of con- 
tact and example. Although young converts to that faith, the 
negro Mussulmans arc, perhaps, its most bigoted sup])orters, and 
(Icvotc half a lifetime to crossing and re-crossing a great portion 
of the African continent in the scvcn-timcs-rcpcatcd homage to 
their prophet^s shrine at Mcc^ca. 

The whole of the Nuba jiopulation that have not become con- 
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verts to Islamism, and the inhabitants skirting that portion of the 
White Nile and its tributaries that 1 have followed up, I can safely 
vouch for, know not God. They believe in neither future reward 
nor punishment, but have faith in a supernatural power exerted over 
the elements, as professed by the common rain-maker; and, as it 
strikes me, if not this, another superstition, the veneration for a 
bull, practised by them, may be a corrupted relic of a portion of 
the creed or habits and customs of the ancient Egyptians. The 
animal thus chosen and eventually worshipped is generally tlu; 
finest piebald beast that can be procured. He is petted and caressed 
to such an extent that he soon comes to understand his position, 
and always leads the other cattle. When that object is attained to 
the satisfaction of his happy owner, his legs and ankh's arc decorated 
with the most choice of iron and cop])cr rings, and from tlie tips of 
his long horns the tails of cows and giraHes arc suspended. Songs 
are composed and sung in his ])raisc, and, b(‘lieved to be invested 
with supernatural powers, he is idolized, and Ins aid is invoked to 
divert from them every evil that may threaten any portion of or the 
entire community with which his maker may l)e connected. Wh(‘n 
it is remembered that, with some rare exceptions in those districts 
where tsetse flies prevent the rearing of cattle, the negroes are ex- 
clusively herdsmen, tliis kind of worship extends to a vast portion 
of Central Africa. When dead, the sacred piebald is buried Avith 
great ceremony; and on the death of his master, he is slaughtered, 
and his horns fixed on a [)ost denote, his owner’s grave. 

Some tribes inter the heads of families Avithin the hut they inha- 
bited when alive ; but the Dinka geiuTully is l)uried in a sitting 
posture outside the entrance. 

From my knoAvledgc of the form of government in vogue among 
the Shil looks, I may state that most of the communities of the 
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Nuba arc similarly ruled, and that their chiefs are styled meks or 
mellicks^ viz., kings. 

The Dinka and the whole of the tribes that derive their origin 
from them may be said to have no form of regular government; 
and, freed from restraint and taxation of every kind, their habits 
differ considerably from the Shillook. Instead of living in closely 
packed communities dependent on ca(di other, they reside in far- 
distant, isolated, stockaded enclosures. These comprise the dwel- 
lings and cattle-huts; — each of the latter during tcm])estuous 
weather will afford shelter to a hundred head of cattle. A small 
plot of tobacco is f recjuently cultivated within theses high barricaded 
enclosures, and every maids house may truly be said to. be his 
castle. 

Every district is more or less independent of its nearest neigh- 
bour, although of the same tribe and under the same chief or Ijcvj, 
The latter’s position is denoted by the term of meaning 

excellency,’^ that is aflixed to his name by all who address him. 
The chieftainshij) is considered hereditary in families; but as the 
(pialifieation is that of Ix'ing the richest, bi‘avest, and wisest of the 
community, frequent stpiabbh's and internal fiieds arise*. This ])ro- 
bably is tlie main cause of so many tribes of different a[)pcllations 
that spring from the same source and sj)eak a similar language, and 
yet are quite indeix'iident of each other. 

The benj, although powc'rless to levy a tax, or by the exercise of 
his authority to punish a crime, is followed and imjilicitly obeyed 
during war, and is looked u}) to, as it is he who decides the choie(^ 
of pasturage. Aided by his council of wealthy ciders, disputes and 
grievances, whether internal or with members of an adjoining tribe, 
are submitted to Ifnn for adjustment; but in cases where loss of 
life is concerned, club law is the highest authority. Cases of aggres- 
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sion by individuals of one tribe upon another arc most difficult of 
adjustment; and during my annual visits in this direction^ being a 
powerful neutral^ my good offices have often been called into requi- 
sition as an arbitrator. I am happy to say that upon several occa- 
sions Avhen war to the Iviiifc^^ would have otherwise resulted, my 
decision of a fine of cattle, ornaments, or agricultural implements 
was willingly submitted to on the part of the culprit, individual 
or community, and the amende has invariably been gladly and 
thankfully accepted by the party aggressed. 


MRS. PETHIlRICK 

kr':.srMj'.s m:R 


J O U R N A L. 


June 8/A. — How grateful am I to feel that health is returning, 
and how thankful to all who have so patiently and tenderly nursed 
me through a distressing illness ! 

Wc are sailing quietly, dreamily on. At noon passed the village 
of Mahommed Cheir : it was in ruins. The Shillooks, whom he 
had so hunted and oppressed, rose at last, and defeated him; then 
Mahommed Cheir fled to the Nuba mountains. 
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June 9th . — Whilst pleasantly sailing in the Poncl^ as it is callccl, 
between the two mountains Eirkct il Djcbelein, we remarked five 
boats, the Ottoman flag floating from their masts, moored to the 
bank ; and on the shore a multitude of slaves, many of whom, as 
seen aided by glasses, wc fancied had encircling the neck that 
terrilfle fork of wood before described. To convince ourselves, 
Pcthcrick ordered sail to be taken in, and wc went on shore; as 
we did so these unfortunates were driven off to the adjacent woods, 
women, children, and the sick who were powerless to move, alone 
remaining, and these were stricken witli small 'pox and all its atten- 
dant liorrors ! 

Mere skeletons of boys and girls, with sad entreating eyes and 
uplifted hands, mutely, but with power more eloquent than speech, 
implored for help — which wc could not give. Oh, the pain of that 
scene ! The Bagara Arabs with their horses, these hired hunters 
of human beings, with some of their flesh-trading emifloyers, were 
there. They almost im])eded our return to the Kathlccn,^^ for 
they had seen that pencil notes were taken of the number of their 
victims then on the spot. As wc reached our boat, there, in the 
sweet waters of the Nile, was a dying, emaciated, aged negro ; his 
agony would soon be over. Never (*an I forget the piteous sight : 
deaf cars were turned to my entreaties to rescue him ; he had (/one 
there to die. 

June Wth . — Arrived at the arsenal of Donagla, where we remained 
a few hours to pundiasc some fine soiit timber, that my husband 
wanted to remove to Khartoum, for r ^ .mg some old boats, and 
the construction of a contemplated new one. INIonsieur dc Prys- 
scnacrc, having noticed our boats from a “distance, hastened on his 
dromedary to greet us. He had been six months travelling in the 
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Sennaer country, and he l)orc traces of liaving experienced hard- 
ships but our appearance shocked him inexpressibly, 

Wlien here last year, a pair of pretty green parocpicts had been 
given to me, and I now accepted a similar offering. 

If all goes well, in a few days more we shall reach Khartoum. 


I entreat the indulgence of our rcadiu’s. Only now pnipariiig 
this work for the press, 1 felt eouseious, our journal, ending as it 
docs, upon our return to Khartoum from Oondokoro, in 1HG3, 
that subsequent interesting events, in couneetion with our travels, 
would of necessity be unrecorded. Knowing that my beloved sister, 
Mrs. Me Quie, careiully retained our African correspondence, I ob- 
tained her permission to quote from the letters in her possession, 
though never intended for publication; from them I give the 
following extracts. 
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EXTRACTS. 

From JUJSTF, ]Sr>3, fo AFllIL, 1805. 


“innTlSH rONSULATE, 
“KMAifTorM, 

Sister rear, 

T tliou^'lit that it would be with joyous feelings I should 
again Avrite to you from our home, hut, alas ! I am \x^ry ill; fever 
has kept me in bed uoav a week from the time of our arrival. We 
were both so ill Avlien the ^ Kathleen^ reached Kliartouin that aax 
were unable to laud until the following day. No letters Avero here 
for us; and ato have loo much reason to hair tliat you still belicAX 
us no more. Your touching letter of iurpiiry to INladame Pency 
respecting us, Avhieh she brought to me, confirms this belief. 

^‘^All credits having been stop])ed, our home is a Avreck, and I 
liaAX seen but a trifling ])art of the ruin around us. Petheriek 
lias once been out, and it Avas then to visit the (lovernor, INIoussa 
Pasha, ollicially. 

III as 1 liaA e been, my thoughts Avere diA’erted from our troubles 
by a little home incident. Confined as 1 AA^as to bed, I noticed that 
a pair of martins, or sAvift sAvalloAvs, had built a nest, attached to 
the heavy beams which supported the roof of my chamber. The 
ways of these little birds were an attraction irresistible to me. The 
parent birds Avere constantly flying to and fro through the wiudoAvs, 
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which were always open^ to feed their young. A few days elapsed^ 
and then the wee heads appeared above the edge of the bcantifully 
constructed nest, and such chirps were uttered that my heart be- 
came glad once more. At last tlie time came when the fledgelings 
might try their wungs, and how proud seemed the parent birds when 
the little ones, encouraged, took their first flight — a whirl in the lofty 
room ! then a dart was made through a window, wdien all but one 
shot safely through, the weak one falling to the ground. I, who 
deemed myself helpless, was out of bed cpiickly, and finding that 
the tiny bird was alive, placed it in a basket, and I put it on a table 
near to me. The mother flew back, noticed where the weak nest- 
ling was, and for a week she regularly brought to it insects, and 
once a large beetle. The bird was soon strong on the wing, and, to 
my regret, flitted ; but a lesson I had learned, I threw off the desire 
to ^ drift away,^ and was once again etiabled to help my suftcring 
husband.^ ^ 

“.A/7//17/A. 

Still arc we wearjdng for nows from home : you cannot 
imagine how the yearning for letters from the loved ones retards 
my recovery. Pcthcrick is in a more miserable state of health 
than myself. 

^^Oh, the bitter grief wx feel for tlie loss of the good Dean 
Littler ! a few days ago only were we aware of it. ]\Tadernoisclle 
von Capellan had received a few English papers : she sent them to 

us ; in one I read the death of that worthy man 

Mademoiselle Capellan remains at Khartoum until the return of 
her sister, Madame Tinne. She passed a long day with us yester- 
day : we three were invalids : there was no effort to make amuse- 
ment, but each, in our way, read, slc])t, or softly chatted as the 
hours passed.^' 
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A vg nut 2JW. 

Still without a line from any of you : it pains me so. I 
drive off the thoughts at tiraes^ and am then a cheerful, happy wife ; 
hut when I hear of the arrival of a post, and there arc no letters 
for us, the sorrow comes again. Peth. has been able to go to his 
divan the last two days : he is troubled ; all our ivory on its way 
to England was sold at Alexandria, as he was believed dead; it was 
bought much under value, and the loss is heavy. The piano — pur- 
chased from rioldcruesscj of Oxford Street — made in two ])arts 
for the convenienee of transport, we have found heart to unpack ; 
and notwithstanding the neglect it cx])cricnced upon arrival here 
months ago, its tone is perfect.’^ 


•* Si/ffrnnhrr *M/f. 

. , . . . The wounds on Petheri(h\s legs, which 

1 wrote to you about, have now' been recognized as caused by the 
horrible guinea-worm : one is ])artially drawn out. The liead, when 
it first protruded from the flesh, was turned on a straw', and gradu- 
ally, as you would w ind silk on a reel. AVhen resistance is offered, 
the straw’^ is placed on the lyg, there to remain a few hours, we 
w^aiting the opportunity to wind up ])erhaps an incli or more. To 
extract the wawm entire may take days ; if broken, it burrow's again, 
and months may elapse* ere it j)rotrudes, and always in a difl’erent 
place. I need not tell you how mucdi pain my good husband is 
compelled to endure, and Ite is so chavffed ! no longer has he 
energy or hope. Our affairs, which might be made smooth again, 
are growing w^orse. Peth. is iinabh^ to attend to business of any 
kind.^^ 


VOIi. II, 


2 
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Sejptemher \2th. 

liave been again seriously ill (ague fever). Petheriek 

is much worse I will^ if I am able^ give you a passage 

or two from a letter sent to me by IVIadamc Tinne : quote what you 
like, the proceedings of those adventurous ladies must prove of 
interest.^^ 


“ Octoher 2nd. 

^^Mona bear, 

“ I begin a letter to you, hoping that I may have the 
strength to write so that you may understand me. . . . We 

are both very ill, but dear Petheriek has been well-nigh death. . . 

^^Last Saturday, towards sundown, Foxeroft (accompanied by 
Ibrahim) rushed into the saloon, crying, ^Backsheesh Thinking 
he came for the reward jn'omised if my gazelle, which had been 
missing three days, was bi’onght, 1 gave the few' dollars. Foxeroft, 
very pale, said, ^ 1 bring you news of a post; it has arrived, and 
there is a bag for you ! ’ Sister, dear, 1 had w'ceks ago made a vow 
that when a post for us w^as brought, even ere the bag was opened, 
an order should be given to slaughter a bullock for our people. 
Whilst this Avas issued, in my trembling hands*! held the bag. At 
last the cloth Avas cut, Avhen pa])er after ])apcr fell out for Baker, 
Baker ! then eamo letters for Baker, until Petlieriek said, ^ Be a 
brave old girl, this is Baker’s post 1 ’ but I could not be braA^e, and 
fell fainting to the ground. 

^^Thcy tell me I remained all night unconscious, and when 
morning broke I Avas still in my day dress, and noon liad long past 
ere I was made to comjwchend that there were letters for us — they 
had covered me Avith them, trying thus to restore me. The first 
which I opened was in the fair handAvriting of our mother, and at 



FALSE FRIENDS. 


19 


the top of the page was a golden bit of hair, attached by a thread 
to the paper, and I knew that my Frances, of whose marriage 1 

received tidings at Gondokoro, was a mother Oh, 

Mona, what anguish liave we Caused you ! . . . . 

It was not until the eve of the second day that all tlic letters 
were read, then came the reaction for Pcthcriek : all thought that 
he was dying • some one came and cut off his hair, and tlien they 

cupped the back of his liead Is it possible that Speke 

can so have acted ? It seems incredible that he should impugn 
the honour and integrity of IVtherick : my heart is filled with 
bitterness. 

S}>tdve, thus to treat Petlieriek, must surely appear to the public 
as most ungrateful conduct — he not to say a word that everything 
we had was placed at liis disposal. 

^^Wben at Gondokoro, I felt convinced that some treachery 
was working against Pcthcriek, so 1 went to Baker^s boat, and im- 
])lored liim (as we also jiurposed going in search of the unexi)lored 
lake, though Speke gave no directions or en(*ouragcmcnt for Peth. 
to do so) not to oflcr Ins boats to (^aptaiu Speke, as be, ^NFr. Baker, 
Avcll kiunv the jx'culiar position PetluTiik held, and that lie was 
also aware tliat oiir boats bad arrived prior to bis. Mr. Baker 
replied, ^ Oh, INIrs. Petberiek, it will be a positive service to me if 
be goes to Kliartonm in my boats, as the men are paid in advance, 
and liis wdll s('rve. as escort and guard,’ Beluctantly waiving that 
recpiest, I tearfully enti-eated, "At least, then, Petlieriek will find 
grain and stores? ’ To this lie assented, and I hastened back to tell 
Petlieriek (wlio had a touch of fever), and to give the necessary 
orders.’^ 

"" In a short time everything that it was possible they could re- 
quire was packed in baskets, including wine, aracki, but no brandy 


2 — 2 
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— ours had been stolen or broken^ as there were but five bottles in 
the stores, and one of these had been opened for the travellers. 
As we thought of going to the lake, that small quantity would 
be required; Speke was proceeding to Khartoum, where plenty 
could be obtained ; and besides, a trader here had presented him 
with a case of eogna(3 upon his arrival.’^ 

sent to Speke the list of things packed, and begged that if 
he thought of anything else, if possible', it should be provided. 
All were returned, with a note in Avhieh he said, ^ all the articles 
enumerated had been pa(‘kcd up by friend llake^r.^ 

T cannot t('ll you my feelings : Petheriek, so honest and true 
himself, believes every one the same, and would not listen to my 
fears that Speke and Baker wished us not well. 

They dined with us ; and a tremendous ham ndiieh we brought 
out from ICngland was cooked : this we always said was to be done 
when we met Speke. During dinner, I endeavoured to ])rcvail 
upon Speke to accept our aid, but he drawliiigly rejdicd, ^ 1 do not 
wish to recognize the succour dodge the rest of the conversation 
I am not well enough to repeat. 1 grow heart-sick now, as I did 
then, after all our toil. INiever mind, it will recoil upon him yet, 
his heartless conduct. I soon left the tabh?, and* never dined' with 
them again; I became ill, and did not hold up my head for weeks, 
though the morning they left I managed to go to their boat to bid 
them ^ God speed,’ and to impress upon Speke how obliged I 
should be if he would as soon as possible convey the intelligence of 
our well-being to our friends at home : how^ kindly he did so ! ! ! 

You will be glad to hear that our dahalnje/ij the ^ Kathleen/ 
left Khartoum on December Llth, but did not clearly get away 
until the 16th, as the men ivill have their spell on shore : she goes 
to bring down Mr. Baker from Gondokoro, and is well laden with 
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grain and stores of every dcscrij)tion ; as she is the swiftest boat on 
' the river, in all j)robability will arrive at licr destination in twenty- 
seven days. I fear that Mr. Baker and Cnptain Speke, by their 
expressed doubts as to Petlneriek keeping liis jn’oinise with regard 
to sending a boat, &e., have inllieted needless j)aiii u[)on tlie family 
of th(^ ibrmer. 

^^Tliere was a great diflieulty getting the ‘^Kathleen" off; she 
was ready a week before she saih'd. T^pon the Pasha^s return 
from Ah'xandria tne end of last Noveml)er, the first step he took 
■was to lay an impost of two months’ pay on all the soldiers, sailors, 
&e., who were going up the White liiver, dedueting this from 
their wages; last year he put on one month, it now amounts to 
three, and as the sailors have work only for about half the year, it 
is impossible that they ean pay, thus it fails u])(>n tlieir employee's. 
All Khartoum is in an uproar, and the men of the boats hav'c been 
scattering tlKunselves o^er the country. ^Nfr. Baker, when he left 
last year, redused to })ay the one month’s impost ; it remains to be 
seen bow that question will be settled. 

Petheriek asserts that the Pasha should have given timely 
notice ere a new tax was levied, as all the traders^ boats wcr(^ on 
the point of starting when the order so iinexpeetcd was issued. 

Petheriek wrote to the Pasha to that ellect, and requested 
that, at least, travellers might he exempt from the tax ; hut no — 
he refused, so Petlun'ick ])aid for Baker, hut under pi'otest, 

^^Thc most iui(piit()us a(*t lias been in the ease of the ])utch 
ladies. Three of their boats had saih'd ere the arrival of the 
Pasha, their (lahahtjvh. remaining, as it was hoped that the steamer 
might bo hired to tow her through the lake, as the ladies are hi 
some trouble ; but the Pasha would not let her go ; moreover, he 
insisted upon the tax being paid on the boats wliieh had previously 
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sailed with tlicur papers duly attested under the new regulation of 
last year. 

Monsieur Thibautj the French Consular Agent (under whose 
protection the ladies are) demurred ; it was useless, as tlie Pasha 
threatened to seize the dahabyeh and bring back the other boats ; 
therefore Thibaut paid, under protest. 

This is a horrible place ! AVhen the ladies^ boats returned from 
the Bahar il Gazal, they were filled with slaves, and the Dutch 
flag was the protection. An invalid servant of Von HeugliiPs, 
returned in the boats for change of air, denounced the proceedings 
of the reiaes and their men. Mademoiselle von Capellan pleads in 
vain through her Consul for redress, — it is a hopeless task : the 
servant is dead, and no one will bear wdtuess. In the meantime;, 
the slave traders composedly say, ^All the Europeans traffic in 
slaves, even the Dutch ladies.’ This fills poor Miss Capellan with 
grief. 

Your darlings ask if our gaz(;lle is alive? Yes, but no longer 
here. When their uncle w^as so ill- and unable to w’alk, the gazelle 
became impatient, and, to induce him to get up from the sofa, 
would charge him, once giving a very serious thrust (the gaz(dle 
had grown greatly, and its horns w^ere long and handsome) ; there- 
fore I gave our favourite to the Austrian Consul, who is sending a 
fine collection of animals to the Zoological Gardens at A^icnna. 

'' And notv for the last topic : Petherick’s report to the Itoyal 
Geographical Society, with accounts, will, 1 think, be dispatched 
this day week. His Arab scribes have bolted, as he protests 
against the measures of the Pasha, and therefore they are afraid to 
serve him. May the coming new year prove a happier one to us 
all ! Petherick must be in his place again : there has been nothing 
to conceal, no action to blush for, no WTong done to any one, and 
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right will come right. Though some months may elapse ere we 
hear of a reaction in Petherick's favour^ it will come at last^ and 
with a clear conscience one can afford to wait." 

“BIUTISH CONSULATE, 

“ Khartoum, 

“Ar/r Year's Day^ 18t>4. 

Sister deail 

A hr‘ppy new year to all ! 

IMadcinoisellc von C^apellau has just left us; she came to an 
early hreakfast, and on Christmas Hay was with us until quite a 
late hour. Her (!lev(‘r little iiegress, Hose, aeeompaiiies her always, 
to the infinite delight of our Zitella : we usually keep the children 
in the saloon, to ciieourage them in their sewing tasks, wdien such 
a spirit of emulation is evineed ; afterwards they arc at liberty to 
amuse themselves in the garden." 

January Htl), 

Perhaps you are aware that this Consulate is to be 
abolished on Pebruary 1st, but you eannot imagine how tlie right 
and houest-rninch'd people take its suppression to heart. Petheriek 
is naturally indignant; for now that Khartoum is becoming better 
known, and about, it is said, to be connected with Egypt by rail, 
surely a British Consulate ought to be deemed of greater service 
than ever. 

I cannot, dare not trust myself to dwell upon the injustice 
done to Petheric;k, but w ill tell you of some jnoceedings he put 
afloat last month, the result of wdiich we must aw^ait. 

‘‘The renewed uncertainty coneerning the fate of Dr. Vogel in 
185G, wdio, you will remember, was a member of that unfortunate 
expedition into Central Africa from Tripoli under tlichardson, has 
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induced Petherick^ upon his own responsibility, to do his best to 
unravel, so that the hopes and fears of VogePs relatives and the 
public may be set at rest. 

On the 18th of last month Petheriek sent a trustworthy servant 
to Tendclti, the residence of the Sultan of Darfour. This messenger, 
mounted on a fleet dromedary, had in his charge valuable presents 
for, and a letter to, the Sultan Mahommed il Hussein, requesting 
permission for ourselves and a fcAv attendants to pass throiigli his 
countiy to the Sultan of Wadai, in order to ascertain the fate of 
Abd il Wahad Son of the Only One^’) : this name Dr. Vogel f 
had assumed. Another (‘ireumstaiiee induees us also to linger yet^ 
awhile. Jlr. Ilausniann, one of the missionaries who visited us 
here when on their way to Abyssinia, early in 1802, (^ame to 
Khartoum a few days since. He gave lamentable accounts of tlic 
position in which Consul Cameron and the missionaries were placed, 
in consequence of the displeasure the Emperor Theodore evinced 
towards them. Theodore is incensed because our Queen has not 
answered his letter or letters, which were sent tlirough Her 
iMajesty^s Envoy Cameron. Petheriek is known to the Emperor 
Theodore by repute, and IVIr. Hausmann believes that if Petheriek, 
in his official capacity, visits Theodore, bearing suitable presents, 
the little difficulty which at present embarrasses may easily hj 
surmounted. 

‘"To Mr. Hausmann’s judgment was left the selection of articles^ 
which, in his opinion, were best calculated to please Theodore, 
Kiflcs, guns, pistols, a gold watch, and my rare Bohemian glass 
were approved of. You will know how freely all was oirercd. I 
forget if you met poor Cameron when we were living at Russell 
Place. Petheriek has communicated to the Government his wil- 
lingness to go to the relief of Consul Cameron.^^ 
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“ h'l'hriiiirtj itli, 18C4. 

This Coiisiilatc was aholishcd by order of ]{larl Ilusscll 
last Monday. . . . You cannot imagine the atrocities which 
take place here; whole hatches of negroes arc niarchcd to tlie 
Government quarters^ and even the dead and d\'ing are thither 
dragged^ that the captured may he duly accounted for. 

You will gricA^e to learn that Pctherick’s trade, Avliich for so 
many years he has Avith industry and integrity persevered in, has 
])een sumnii rily sto])pcd ])y order of the Govenior-General, who, on 
behalf of the ViixToy, is following up an aggressive policy as far as 
Gondokoro on the ])opu]ations of the White INilc, by the attempted 
monopoly of tin' (nitire trade of that river. A\'ith a view to forego 
the 0])])ositi()n of our Ciovcrnment to this vast extension of his 
southern frontier, his nujasurcs, forwardi'd to the ConsAilates, arc 
headed l)y the aunouneeinent that they have for their object ^ the 
better sujjpression of the alare traded Will this be believed in 
England, and (‘an any one trust in the good faith of the Egyptian 
GoAcrjiinent to ])nt doAvii a tratlic to Avbieh its army, agriculture, 
and the domestic habits ol’ Its subjects arc so greatly dependent for 
their supi)ort? 

I am uru'asy about dear ^liss You GapeUan : tliis is no place for 
her ; she is in my opinlou a greater heroine than any Avoman I CAcr 
know, her saeiifiee is self, her long and solitary rc^sideiiee in Khar- 
toum, Avitliout kindred, Avaiting only the return of those so dear to 
her. kSIic has the good Avord of all, and the love of many. If at 
the end of this mouth, Avlieii Ave hope to leaAC for Gairo, tidings 
from Madame Tiiine (or that Avhieh is most to hoped for — her 
arrival) are received, and the ladies remain in that Avild land still 
longer, Miss Capcllan Avill traA’^cl Avith us ; 1 beg you to tell this to 
her relatives, who must be anxious. To Mr. Tinne, for his kind 
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sympatliy^ repeat, sister mine, our expressions of gratitude : they 
spring from the heart. Such a touching incident took place a day 
or two ago. When on our voyage to Gondokoro, one of our best 
men, Faki Mahommed, was seized by a crocodile, and we saw 
him no more. Dear Pctli. gave orders tliat the wages lie paid 
Faki should be continued to his infant son, who, with his mother, 
lived a long way ofl’ at Dongola. The uncle of tliis boy has 
travelled here from thence to tender his thanks, and to say no 
longer was the money rc'quired for the child, as lie was dead. The 
tine old patriarch, witli liis grey heard, grand face, and turbaned 
head, was a picture to behold. I wept: he thouglit it was for tiic 
child 1 had never seen, and ho stooped to kiss my hand ; but my 
emotion arose from his noble act, thus to apprise Pctherick of a 
circumstance wdiich might never have been known to us — lie to 
come so far for the solo purpose of giving up the pay which regu- 
larly had been received. He brought with him a quantity of 
delicate goldcd-tintcd dates for Pctherick's acceptance. With us 
the old man rested a night and day, and then j'eturned to Dongola, 
bearing, as you may be sure, a gift or two to Faki’s widow.^^ 


KHAUTDl/M, 

March \ At ft. 

Sister dear, 

'' I hardly know how to write, 1 am so glad, and yet so 
sad. The joy predominates, ^for we are going homc!^ We expect 
news of Madame Tinne. Last Saturday at an early hour, Made- 
moiselle Capcllan came to give us tidings that boats from the 
Bahar il Gazal were seen at W allad Shallai, a short distance from 
this, some four days, pcndiaps ; but the north wind blows so strong 
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igainst them that their progress must be very slow, indeed at times 
mpossible. Ah ! those treacherous winds, liow they failed us ! 
i^oor Miss Capellan wept, and Peth. and myself were not without 
ears, because, what miglit the news be? if ]>ad for her, we will 
ry to console 3 and if the fair travellers are well and continue their 
nland journey, wdiy, we will bring her with us to Alexandria : she 
3 so sad and lonely. P(‘tlieri(!k sent at once my dromedary wdth 
ervant to AValld Shalli. 1 greatly enjoyed the packing of baskets 
nth home' jnade bread, v(‘g(‘tal»!cs, limes, papers, and letters for 
he looked -for ladies. 

“ ]\Tiss Capellan rernaiiu'd with ns, and in the evening the long- 
xpeeted post arrived ; but 1 w as so agitated that very little was 
ead : the Christinas cards and perfumed sachets from your Christ- 
rias-tree brought d(air old England vividly to me.’^ 


“ JA'/7v*A \k>fh. 

“ So many letters, sister mine, from you, dating troni 
he 27th of November, 1803, to the 2 Ith of January, 1804, with 
11 enclosures, papers, extracts relative to that cruel vSpeke, &e., 
hat 1 only liuished perusing them this morning; and you ean- 
lot be surprised that little lits of fever come. I am now working 

0 send olf a post to-day, if only to (onvey our thanks to you 
nd dear Peter, and to his friends for their sympathy. In a few 
ays I will go more into our troubles ; but, oh 1 Mona dear, what 
onsolation found 1 when reading to Petheriek yesterday Cnto 
he upright there ariseth light in the darkness M the day will dawn, 

1 do assure you, sister, that the shocking things said of us hardly 
[ain me, because I ieel that all will be made clear. The eveninff 
>f tlic clay you receive this ask your children to read the CVII. and 
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CXII. Psalms. I thank God lie has restored to us strength ; ll 
daily go with Peth. to the river-side for a blow^ aiid in the after-l 
noon WT ride out to the desert. 1 

Our sah' is over. I am copying you a list of the lareSy thatf 
you may judge liow' my good husband had surrounded me with' 
comforts. And now^ Mona^ you must ^hlow the fifes and l)eat the^ 
drums/ for we arc going home. 1 Ixdieve and hope that in 
August at the latest you will find "somebody knocking at yourl 
door:^ may there not one dear face be absent, 1 pray. Give love 
the fondest to your. children : their loving letters fall like dew' upoiii 
my heart. r 

"" The lilies of tlic valley dear Constanee scait ai’(? fragrant a4 
herself. Your little almumudv is a trcasni’e : it gives me tlie dates 
I always know when it is Sunday, but am never (pute sure jd)out| 
the week-days. ]\liss (’apellan, like mysedf, forg(‘ts : she too had iioj 
alrnanaek for last }'ear. ’’Jlie (.\mit(‘sse de Bisson, whom I think I 
mentioned to you j’csided a short tinu' at Khartoum, on her w'ay to| 
Aby.ssinia, with her husband and a large suite, has lost her father; 
he Avasafine, liale old man. SeAcral of tlunr party have also died.;| 
An I'higlisliman, !Mr ..loyce, has anbed here ; he is a manager o 
the trading company from l^gypt : avc sec him frequently, he has 
been leading to us extracts from his ISew Ycar^s h'tters from 
England, writtem by his little relatives. I so thank you, ]Monal 
for the dcscri})tion of yoiu' dear ones dressed for the childrens 
balls; every rosette I seem to see, and their foAving hair. YouncATyJ 
weary giving me those details, hut of yourself you say so little.^ 
Give your Geraldine our tender love. You write to us, ""she ra 
with a peimy to a black man Avho was on tlie sand-hills, sayiiq ^ 
" tell yoiir biotliers in Africa to be kind to iny Auntie Kate an 
T^nele John, and send them liome.’ 
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** Mavrli 

I devote myself to a very revel, writing to thee and tliine. 

^ am so well ! Since my letter of Monday last, no 

further tidings Lave been heard of the travelk'vs from the Bahar il 
jcazal, and our man has not returned from Wallad vSliallai; wc 
|cxpcet him to arrive every moment. Poor Miss Capcllan is full of 
/anxiety ; I make lun’ pass jill the time Avith us she possibly can. 
jPcthcriek is well and getting ahout again. 

I Think what a ehauge, sister ! iit ti\(j in the morning 1 rise — at 
fthat time the b(;d-room is almost da)*k; the windows face nortli 
llind Avest. 

i 1 hear, being a light s]ce])er, the mission bell : it rings now at 
Hhat hour. Dressing rapidly, J go to my cages to let out the foAvls, 
i giving them grain and water, the litth' pet birds and the parrot I 
‘also feed. At six a.m. we })artake of an early bght breakfast, and 
! tlicn visit tb(‘ animals as in the old days. 'Hie wcatlicr is no longer 
^•eold, and we shall soon again sleep out at niglits. The missionaries 
from Al)yssinia give ns on Sundays the ])('.ncht of tlicir prayers 
.and pr(‘aebings. At nine a.m. wc assemble Ikto: M.tdemoisellc 
^A^on Capellaii, also A'r. Joyce, attend regularly; Avben service is 
Si over Avo converse for a time, and then breakfast. I forgot to 
^mention that another Euro])ean traveller is amongst us, Derr vou 
(Diepciidacl : be too attends, and is frequently a welcome giiest.^" 

» KALL.VKLA, 

Skvkn Milks fkom K iiAirrouM, AViute Nile, 
“ F.\(iitrr Suiuhaj. 

have remoAxd from Khartoum, find 1 believe wc start 
for Cairo in ten days. We are iioav in tents, with the traps about, 
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we are to carry with us. It was thought advisable that I should 
rough it a little before the journey was commenced ; and indeed 
I am enjoying it. Our encampment is close to the river; the air 
delicious, but at midday the heat is intense* As we have no boats 
at our command, we must travel on dromedaries across the Bayooda 
Desert to Wadi Haifa, the second cataract a little above Korosko.j 
It will be a trying journey, even if we start at once ; if delayed, the 
heat will be unbearable. Mr. Joyce has sent his tent out here ; 
he and Petherick, after a couple of hours’ shooting or fishing, each 
morning ride into Khartoum, and at six o’clock return to an al 
fresco dinner. A crocodile, a pair of turtles, loads of their eggs,, 
and a number of fish, have been captured, and prepared to add to 
our collection. Mademoiselle von Capcllan sends her tent to- 
morrow, and she will become a welcome guest. The report of 
Madame Tinne’s boats coming down proved false; and I fear 
that Miss Capellini will not have tlic heart to leave without tid- 
ings. Wc left Khartoum in a great hurry, as the small j)ox was 
raging amongst our people. One fine little boy was the first to 
die : I had him in my arms a fiuv hours before, not knowing whatj 
was the matter with the child. 

^^Oii Thursday I received your letter of January ^ 3 1 st, also 
cuttings from several ruiwspapcrs. Do not grieve, dear sister, alii 
will end well ; Petherick will sec Speke upon our return. Wait' 
the result patiently : we have no fear. ' 

I can hardly realize that so sopn wc may meet : how my heart) 
leaps when I think of it ! how much have wc to thank you for ^ 
what a pain have wc been to you ! but we will talk about that by^j 
and-bye. We hope to arrive in England the end of August : thi/ 
you will doubtless receive the close of May. The missionary wl^ 
gave us sad accounts of the treatment Consul Cameron and tlul 
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ittle band of Europeans received from the hands of Theodore, has 
f^^ritten to say the Consul is now a prisoner in Theodore^s camp. 
Petherick waits with impatience the reply to his request for au- 
thority from our Government to proceed to their aid. Perhaps, as 

[ Petherick is no longer Consul, and as Earl Russel says one is no 
onger required for those latitudes, red tape will tie the hands of 
he officials, and the captives may linger ^ in durance vile.^ 


‘‘KALLAKLA, 

“White Nile, 

“ March 

SiSTEll BEAK, 

enclose a letter to Mr. Tiiine: it contains sad news. 
|bctor will give it to him, I know full well, with every tender con- 
sideration. Poor Madame Tinne ift dead, 1 lia\e a few hours in 
|wliich to write, and by degrees, perhaps, shall gather strength to 
^ive you particulars. 1 am ill to-day, the reaction of yesterday^s 
tax 

^ "ona. Miss Capellan is an angel upon earth, and there are 
so few that I trust God will let her remain yet awhile; but much 
f fear that she will join those, too soon, whom she saw in dreams 
o vividly the last few nights. It was but the day before yesterday 
and yet it seems a year) that she came out to pass some little 
ime with us. Petherick and INIr. Joyce rode to Khartoum, and 

I hen she and I had our chat. Talking always of those so dear to 
fjer, she said, ‘1 must tell you my dreams: last night I saw my 
ovely mother and my dead sister — the one next to me ; they held 
mt their arms from the bright clouds to take me there, and I w^as 
>0 happy. Then I awoke, but to sleep again and to dream of 
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Hai'riet (Madame Tiniie) that she was dead.^ I cheered her, an( 
the smiles came hack : she had we])t as she recounted the dreams 
We turned to tlic l)Ooks lent us hy Mr. Joyce^ Miss Capcllan 
selecting ^ Money Lent/ and Sword and Gown.^ Towards 
evening news was hrought that Madame Tinners boats wen 
within a few hours of Tvallakla. Pethcriek also had heard th 
same good iiews^ and that ^ all were wcll.^ He hastened to us 
and we throe talked gaily of what we were to do to g;ivc pleasure 
to the travellers. When the moon rose, iVliss Capellan determince 
to return to Khartoum to make her festive preparations, and 
respecting her haj)py eagerness, she was pc'rniittcd to depart, wc 
attended. Such a lovely flush had eidivened her usually ])ale fat . 
that she looked beautiful. Ah, ]\loua ! never more will that youth 
fill expression light up her filatures. (F()rgive me, dear, thn 
wandering.) 

We were strangely restless, though ])elieving in the good news,, 
and could not slec'p. Tlie moon was high when we heard the mai 
on the look out for the expected boats hail one to stop. The 
dahabyeh was ])ulled to the shore and mad(^ fast — it proved to be 
the one occupied by Paron cPAhlaing and the Baron lienglin. 
Petheriek, hastily dressing, had no ears foi* the dialogue between 
the reis and our watelnnan, but I Inward (li stealing intently) tha. 
some one w^as dead, and so told him. Peth , ahvays anxious to kee 
a sorrow^ from me, made me give my woj’d that I would not ris 
until he returned with certain tidings. When h(‘. did so, and sail 
Met us say our prayers,^ 1 knew' th»t Death had struck liis dar 
Mona, dear! Madame Tinne died last July, her faithful maid i 
August, and Miss Timurs maid in August (both Europeans). i 

At sunrise Von Ilmiglin landed, and we three rod() at once int[ 
Khartoum,! to break the news to poor Miss (kipellan. (I trust m\* 
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self not to speak of it novv^ I have too imicli fever.) Whilst with 
her Miss Tinne's boat passed onwards with its melancholy freight ; 
his \with her she brought the body of her be loved mother, and that of 
^sojCi faithful atteiulaiit, Ilaiina. Miss 'J'inne, seeking retirement, 
tha Island of Tooti, a short distance from Kliartoiim, 

! mj^)lVliss Capellan proceeds at once there. Von lleuglin lias accepted 
Khartoum house during his stay, and the Baron d’Ablaing 
finds quarters in the town/^ 

[ern 

'* K ALLA K LA, 

“WTfiTn Nile, 

“ \jrr\} Mill, 

“ ^riiis will be a lamentation, I f(‘ar ; I am sick at iieart. 

i i{(‘ady tor tlic start, it was yestcaalav postponed, I am sure for good 
^reasons; but luri' wc remain — that is ali I (fompridumd. Mona, I 
’ can hardly stand up against this fresli trial, it is such a crusli to 
I the lio])e 1 had allowed to grow (T can hardly tliink it will ever 
’Vsjiring again) of seeing thec^ and all the dear ones < nee morc.^^ 


“ Wffl 'ic&dftij. 

“ 1 am striving my very best to h( patient ; luua^, in teivts, 
die thermometer shows 112”, and the eharnseen wind comes Avith 
nich hot blasts, hor fifty days it geueiailly continues — a fcAV of 
diese have, however, jiassed. 

I ‘‘The night gives one fresh life; we sleep out now — or ought to 
flo ; but at ilje lovely stars I gaze and gaze, and cannot close my 
‘ves. 

‘‘My little servant, Zitclla, has been very naughty, so she lias 
|een sent back to Kbartouni. 

A OL. J 1 . a 
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Foxcroft, poor boy ! is very ill; since Christmas he has been an 
invalid ; we often fear that he is (joing. lie rallied when we first 
came here, but the last three day« he cannot leave his tent. I 
visit him frecpiently : lie is fretful and will not fancy to partake of 
any but the most lunvholcsome food for him. 

^^1 write now wlieii the sun is f^coiiu;- down, and must, while there 
is li<*:ht, say ^ood niglit.” 


“ M<i>i s///, ISIM. 

‘‘ SrSTKll UEAK, 

1 liave so rnueli to say 1 know not how to be‘>-in ; ])u 
of my health I am sure you would first hear, and so 1 tcdl tlioo oi 
it. The hot winds were almost death to me at Kallakla, and 1 foi 
some time — a lonj; time, days arc; as years in this land — kept up. 
but I broke down at last: so they made me c^omc back to Khar- 
toum. The rooms arc, in (Comparison, (*ool — tlic;nnoui(‘t(U’ shows a; 
difference of 15'" — and there are more comforts: Fatrna is such a 
kind nurse. When stron^iaT J w ill tcdl yon som(‘tliiiii»; \ cay inta’cst- 
inp^ about her. 

“^Jh)xcroft is seriously ill: on our way here he was obli<.?;c;d to 
rest twdec in the villains, and oiiee he fell faintin<^- off his donkey. 

1 rode a dromedary bravedy, but at a tax too i^reat, for upon entering* 
our dcsohitcHl saloon 1 could only reach th(‘ divan, wlnu’c T. fel 
powawless and unconscious. There is little iiope of our starting*' foi 
a montli ; the rains are then ex])eete(l.^^ 

“ KTI.AUTOrM, 

“ Man 12///, ISCM, 

J liastcm to ^ivc you new^s of Ilaker, that Peder may iij' 
some way make it known to his friends. 
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Tk:)ats have arrived from Goudokoro beloii^ing to De Bono. 
The corj)se of his nophoA\% Araalnli, was brought down — alas ! for 
Ills young wife, wlio is licre. Hurshid Aga (witli whose men Baker 
Sojourned) rec(iived a letter from his agent at Gondokoro, stating 
that from a negro lie lieard tliat Baker was then ])ut a few hours’ 
march from Goudokoro. Tlie ^Kathleen’ is the fastest boat on 
the river, so Baker may be looked for soon. We liave been anxious 
for his safety, though he has proved no friend. The English heart 
eliiigs to its kind, and we ]io])e and trust he will turn ii)) all right.” 


'• KiiAiiTorn, 

“ .Vr/,/ I \//l 

“ J told you Peth('ri(‘k bad sent a messeiig(U’ to dVn- 
delti, tlu' residence oC tin* Sultan of Darlbur, with ])resents and 
a i‘e([uest that we might traverse through his dominions to ^^'adai, 
|to endeavoin* to ascei’tain tine fate* of Abd il Wahad, otJuuwvise 
\J)r. ^’ogel. Sadly interesting tidings lia\e just laM'U received, 
^'wbieli P('tli(‘viek will (juiekly communicate to tlu' Poyal Geo- 
‘gra])bi(‘al Sociewy.” 


1 claim now' tlie indnlgenee of the n'ader to pause iii my corres- 
ipondenee with my sister, in order to insert mv hushand’s subse- 
_'pient communication Avitli Di*. I'etcrrnann, tlie Sc'cretary oi the 
"leographieal Society at Gotha, rc'specting tli(' fate of ])r. Vogel 
^ind his friend Herr Beurmann. 
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•M)b. a. rETERJlANN, 

“ llnhtrtion rier 

“ (xOTllA. “ Ortoh<n\ 18GC. 

“]My ni:\K Sir, 

{>l)e(lieuce to the instructions of Her Miijcsty^s* 
Government, dated Septernhcr 2lth, 1857^ J ofiered, through tlie 
Governors of the Provinces of Kliartoum and Kordofan, a reward 
of one hundred dollars (Alaria Theresa) for a letter from the lost 
traveller, Dr. N’ogvl : and, if detaiiu'd u prlsoiu’r, one thousand 
dollars for his ransom, hroni various soinees T ohtaiiHal what 1 
considered trustworthy information of his deatli, and for which } 
was honoured vith tlu^ approva.l of Lord Clarendon, IL'r Arajesty’s 
Scendary of State for Poiadirii Ailairs, dated hVhniary ^inth, 1S58 
Put, in llu' latter end of my having learned tluit souk* 

fresh doubts had arisen with regard to tiu' fat(* of Dr. A'ogel, I 
determined, upon iny own res[»onsil)ility, to alt('in])t an iiidisputahh* 
solution of the question. AVith this view, on December 18th, 18G;l 
(corresponding to llegeb, 1:280, of tlie llicgira), 1 dispahdied a 
messenger, pej’ dronualarv, from Klhartomn to Temhdti, the rcsi-^, 
deuce of the Sultan of Darfojir. He had charge of ditlcjamt kiiulN^ 
of presents, and a, letter to Sultan Alahomnual il Hussein, requesting 
permission for my wife and sidf to t raversc lliis eountrv, for tlie’ 
])urp()sc of proeeeding tf> the Sultan of Wadai, in order to tisci'rtaiii' 
tlie fate of ‘^my brother” Abd il AVabad. 

'^On tljc following ] Itb of May, IHOI, Hadji Dries and two 
companions souglit and obtained hiy liospitality during tbeii, 
sojourn at Khartoum. TIkw were on a pilgidmage to Mecca, audj 
the eldest of them, Hadji Dri(‘s, had alnaidy performed six pilgrim 
ages, and being now advanced in years, if he lived to accomplisl 
this his seventli duty, he purjiosed to devote tin* remainder of lii^; 
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life to tlic service of tlie shrine of his proplict. Witli reference to 
Avhite men wlio some years ago were travelling in his country, the 
sold man said he liad known most of them intimately. Ahdelkerim 
(Dr. Barth) liacl ndmaicd to liis country, hut Taeouh (Richardson), 
on his way to Kuka, died at Ungurutua; and Tahih (Overweg) liad 
been taken ill at Kuka, and died soon afterwards at jMaduari. 
Abdclkcrini fib-. Barth), prior io his serting out troni Kuka for 
Zanzibar, had dc-posited four i‘i»\esand a large teh‘seo])e Avith Hadji 
Beshir, the Vizier ))ut the lorn er liaving }).: j.*n slain hy Sultan Ab- 
’derali nan, tlu'y wei’O seized by iiiin. II hi-otlier, Omar, subsc- 
5|uently (hmosed and sk'w him, and tlien took ])Osscssion of the boxes 
^md their diminished eon tents. On tlu‘. arrival, some four or five 
iyu-ars afteinvards, of Abd il aliad (Dr. \ ogel), the boN(‘s, in a 
dilaj)idated state, were (‘ousigued to him, and lu*. Dr. \ ogei, gave 
them to IJadji Dric's, Tlie lock l»ad Ixam forced, and most of the 
contents had Auiiished. Jladii i.>ri(‘s found thei\ in seM‘i*al bottles, 
|some empty, and otlua-s full of uiiknow u niedieines ; e-nc^ c'ontaiiiing 
Knsoin salts he partially used, and the remainder were tiu n in his 
K)ssession. Hadji Dries produced from his wallet a largo pocket- 
book, Avlienec, eareCully foUU'd in pape r, he disclosed a green-lined 
envelope eontaining a sheet of note paper, m ratln-r half a she(*t of 
\lettcr paper doubled in form of noli' papi r on whidi were writtem 
Itlic followdng recommendations, eojiies of which, on May :J:2n(l, 
1 forwarded to th(‘ Royal Geographical Society, Aiz. : 

-• KolKA, 

“ - J^rff itthrr 185 .'). 

‘ I beg to reeoimnend io tiie good-will of all my friends the 
' hearer ui‘ this, El Uadge-a-Dris, from Kouka, who has shown 
me, during inv * 5 *tay here, ahvay.s the gri'atest kindness, done 
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everything in his power to oblige me, and proved always ani 
honest and very useful friend. * 

“ ‘ (Signed) EDWAED VOGEL, 

*' ' Au'u‘<ni E.vjtcditioif.' 

I 

‘‘‘The soiissigned lias rideii Liis reeominendai ion, and has 
found i})nt aJJ was Mr. A i has s.aid is vrry trin% so lliat alsoJ 
he can recomiiiond the Had ji-il- Dries to all his friends who will| 
read this verbs. 

■* ‘ /wd.7/. r :Wy/, 1 ‘ (JSigiK’d) BEUKM A W.’ 

^^Witli the permission of Hadji Dries, 1 retained tlie originai 
doeumcnU, and in lieu t]ierf‘of, on the eve of liis di'partun^ 
May 27th, ISOl, 1 gave him eo])ies, and adding a few limvs from 
myself in testimony of iny high estimation of liim, 1 earnestly 
^olieit('d in his Ix'half tlie attention and good services of Her 
Alajestv’s (\)nsul at Djedda, or wlioinsoc'ver ho may hav(' oceasioni 
to ap])iy to for assistance. 

Tlu‘ servants who arri\(‘d at Kuka with Ahd il \\ aliad (l)r ' 
\ og<.*l), \V(‘re dismissed from his rnipjoy, and n'tin’mnl to I'ripolij 
with the exception of an Ihiroj>ean, who was called Alilad ((’orporal 
Maguire*). He tvas left at Kuka in eluirge* e»f several boxes and a| 
quantity of baggage, with which, afti'r the death of \ e>gel, he left 
for Tripoli; but on tluMvay lie w'as rubbed ami iiiurdeTcd in the 
desert hy tlie Tonarig. Hadji l)rie;s was at Zinder em the de- 
parture of Milad, and at that place some^ of the stohm pre)perty 
w as brenight to Sheikh Haha, auel Hadji Dries reeieignized a sextaui 
and a waitcli that Jiad lielongcd to Voged. Hadji Dries w^as onj 
intimate terms and in daily intercourse wdtli A' oged during his stay 
at Kuka. Tle^ semglit for and engaged four llherab’d slaves 
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servants to accompany Dr. Vogel on the journey to and from 
Wadai at the fixed sum of ten dollars each. 

^^The day after he had received the above document, viz., 
January 1st, 1805, poor Vogel departed from Kuka on his un- 
fortunate journey to Wadai. Hadji Dries accompanied hiin for 
J^out two hours on the road, and then took leave of him. \'ogel 
fode a grey horse that had been given to liiin by Sheikh Omar, 
Sultan of Diirnou; tlie servanl< walked, and one camel carried the 
whole of his baggage. Aooin t^^ree iiw.ntiis afterwards, it became 
known that ^'ngel had be( n ’\N*(‘ived, cnieriained, and treacherously 
murdered at Abiisha oi- Abesta, ihe residence of Sultan Sherif of 
AVadai, about one dccv’s jouriuw south of Warn, the capital. This 
statement was shortly afterward^ corn Jxira led by two of tbc st'rvaiits, 
who, afU'r a narrow cstNijX’ from a similar fate a'ul subsequent death 
from thirst during their llighi from AVadai, had retunu'd to Kuka. 
Tlr(‘y told Ifadji T)j*i(‘s that tludr mastt'r had betni niiexpeetedly 
ialhm on and murdered by th(‘ athaidant slaves of Sultan Sherii‘ 
because lie noiihl not adopt Jslamism, and actlviiow h'dge that 
Mahomet was (iod’s |/r(q)het. Their two comrades v-er(^ also 
speared to death for sta ving a. Christian, hut tliey own'd iheir lives 
to the darknt'ss of the night thal mnert'd their retreat. They 
avoided all hahitabh*. localities during the day-time, and at night 
(hcv watched their O])portunity of stealthily obtaining water from 
wells, whcnwvith to (piciieh their thirst, until they Aveie out of th(', 
(listriet, and tlu'V did not e<msid(‘r thcniselva's safe imtil their arrival 
in Kancm. 

"‘^lladji Dries did not believe that any of the efi’eets of Au)g(‘l 
would have been preserved. He bad seiai some small bottles oi‘ 
medicine and one of quicksilver i)i tbc possession of an Arab smith 
originally from Tunis, and then in tlie employ of Sultan Sberif. 
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Beurmanu, under the name of Ibraliim Bey, was hospitably ' 
received by Sheikh Omar at Kuka during four or five mouths. lie 
then left for dac.uba or Buiudii (twenty days’ journey south-west 
from Kuka), where his horse died. After Ills return to Kuka, he 
remained there a month to rest himself and prepare for a Journey 
to Wadai. On tlie eve of liis departure, with four free negroes, 
Sheikh Omar ]iresentcd Bcurmann with a fine black horse, lie 
left a box, full of books, papers, and instruments, in the care of 
Mahoiiimed Ben el Sag, of the Walled Suliman, and a chief of 
Arab liorsemen in the servlet' of Sheikh Omar, Sultan of Burnou. 
Bcurmann met with no obstacle until he arrived at IVlaw or Alayo, 
in Kancm, where, with signs of friendship, he was detained and 
hospitably supjiortt'd by tlie Khalifa Betshimi, or Mousa. This 
chief sent to inform Sultan wSherif of the eharaetcr of his guest, 
who, after taking leave of Betshimi, was waylaid and mnnhu’cd by 
negro horsemen, the slaves of Sultan Shi'ril*. The whole of his 
efteets and arms — comprising several double fowling-pi(‘(‘cs, per- 
cussions, double pistols, and a bree(h-loading rific — were eonvcyi'd 
to the Sill tail. 

^'^Tlius ended the account of Jladji i)ries, who left iny house, in 
continuation of his pilgrimage, on JNFay JiSlh, I SO I*. 

common with the geiuTality of Africans and Orientals, 
Hadji Dries knc'W not his own ag(‘, und attaching little or no 
importance thereto, his recoilcetiou of date's was not trustworthy ; 
but Ids statements leave no doubt on my mind with regard to the 
certainty of the disastrous and melancholy fate of the unfortunate 
travellers, who, in the ardour of their zeal, fell victims to the stern 
and uncompromising fanaticism that stamps the character of the 
ignorant and barbarous IMaljommcdans who inhabit tlicse regions. 
In the course of the month following tlie departure of Hadji Dries, 
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June, 1861, my messenger returned from Darfour, Avith the Sultan’s 
answer to my letter — of which 1 annex a photograph, three-fourths 
the size of the original. The following is a translation of tlie seal : 

“ ‘ Kuom Tin: of the r>ELiJ:vEFS, 

AND THE Descendant ok the Oeneuoits MArioMAiED il Muscudi, 

Son OP' the Sultan ■Mauojvuvted il Fade, Son ok Sult vn Aud ii. Rahaian 
IL liAHiTiD, Son ok Sultan An . vied Be mi, Son ok Sui/imn 
JM ousA, Son or Sultan Sullm.vn. 

1’EACM: liE UN'i'o '*'11EA1. — 

The letter is translated tf is : 

“‘Praises he to God alone, and may IMaliomet’s glory be 
honoured by (jrod ! 

jlis Tllglinesa the great Sultan and the venerable 
JSuceerfsor, Head of the Believers, and the Maintainor of the 
.Flag of E(.juity over ihe heads of the pt'ople. Generous by 
descent, whose trust is in Altnighly GodjOiir Master and lluler, 
the Sudan IMahommed il Jliissein il Alaehdi, victorious by the 
will of God, Amen, to his Excellency ffer Tlritannie IMajosty’s 
Consul. 

“ ‘ Mhi hav(' to infoiin you that your letter reached us with 
your messenger, ]Mahomined il Shaygi, and wo have understood 
the eon tents to bo that you desire to eome to sec us, and you 
asked our permission, aud we do not dislike your arrival ; but to 
abstain from examiuingand other matters, heeaiise many learned 
C.liristians came to our country and embraced the Alahomnicdan 
religion, and are Jiving with us, rearing families, and you are one 
of them. We grant you leave to come to us, and as soon as your 
messenger n^aches you, arise and come with him to ns before the 
rainy season. Ho not delay to journey at once, and to return 
direct ; but to inspect the whole country you have no permission, 
but only to see ns, and to return if you like. C'^ome quick, before 



42 


TK'AYELS IN CENTKAL AFKIOA. 


the rains, or vou will be overtaken by tliein, and in our country 
the rain is lieavy. But with regard to your brother (respecting 
whom you stated to be af Dar AV^adai), we have heard of him, 
but during the reign of Sultan Shorif ; but if he is the same that 
you allude to, (tod knows ! 

“ ‘ This is all wc have to say to you, and God preserve you. 

Wnitn) an MniKJtnjy Ihr h of 
the if (fod, /uiiiidt/o It, our <f 

ihr months of ihr tjrnr from ihr 

IJtrfini of ihr nto>-t nohlr rroj/hif. (iod ‘ l\ 'llli: ^ KA II OF 'I'll U 

tjrrri hun, ond ju'orn hr nolo h'lni. I! .laoiiA ^L^SO.■ 

NoTt: TO :m.S. on VnOKl. AXl) iUOAIMANN, 

in> HV oil. I’!, ! l.K.M AXN. 

‘‘ 'Die inforinatioii resiH'i’hiPj- t!u‘ l.jfr <ii lAlwiiid VnL'rl .’Uid \\ 
iJournuMin, so kiinllv comcy-.'d (o lo Mi. l'<’l aiul Iroin alrusl- 

worthy poivoii ol Kulsii, in :om 1, ii'd-,',), c.-ipci'iii!! .* u,, (•,>;n])l('ti']y 

witli llic lu'i'ctitrdn' known (iiOn ns !<,. di'-]u‘1 ;i)! <loiii*0 i*r ilir limK'iiiniih: doni)) ol' 
l<oth ui' tin* imforliinaic lj‘n vollciv.*' 

‘^Sonu' liil liorio nnknnwn do nil- no- ncnv roni'innii-ni.-d, pnrrifuim iy t iml V. iWnir- 
ninnn rcinnlncd soino (jine uinnoir.'^O'd nl Mnyo o]i iho f{niroRs of ^^^•^d{li, tli(> prc- 
.suiihmI snonc of ids doni h ; nitd ii w.i.< nfici- In- lind k ft |>lnon. in Hit' cnnlitnnit ioii 
mI' }jis jounmy, llml lu* svii'* n1inrk<-d ;o><i nuir<l<‘rod. Tiii'- new rrjjtu'l ns>»'r(s inosl 
]»o,-ili\Oy, Unit Bosclic or Aix-dir, llio j.ro.-cja n-.-idoiioi' n)' Uic Sultnii of Wndni, 
lyiny' south of Wni'ii, is 1 he ]‘l;n-c w iicri* Vci-d mvt loU di-nf lu ju.-t like . . . . 

infuniinril. (Sec ‘(k'ou. ?dii!.’: Itn-^n ahU. On Un* otiioi- hnnd, Vo^jor;-. 

vorviinl Arnlioinod Iwii Siditnnn, 'Warn, th** odd o-'idr-niMU h> hiuo hinni ilint 

local it y (s('(‘ M O’d'j’. A) i 1 1 • 1 sn;;, pji*-.- .-nid hi.- hnxTnc Im'cii nil cvi'- wit iic.-s, 
wc iiin^t nc'‘<)i(l ]ir< i'<-rr!icc t(. In's xcr-idiu d'iu- inni' !\ckn r.Mild Inil rclnlc 

what Jind been said in I'oirnou." 

“Tn jMu. John TcThcrick, ll n1 liic'iiy jncriim ioJi.'- IhiOni, Idr liis cxploral ions of 
the ri)p«‘r Nile, eon/itries, we Oeniiaii'-^ iini'-t n« kiKiwii-dft* <'ur In-arty tiianks for 
the intere-:t In* lias lake.ii in the fnle uf onr milcrliinate eniml iw nuni, and J'ur l,]ie 
zeal whieli lie inanifesi(*d in i iina veil i lie' it.- -A- I‘." 


• Mitij 'Z^ih. 

‘'Dkah Sister, 

'*^1 sometimes think that I slmll never write another 
letter, 1 am so weak. 1 have now been eight (lays almost heljdess; 



DEATH OF ADEIENNE, THE BAKONNE DE CAPELJ.AN. 43 


no voice, no strength, unahlc to cat ; sighs not to be controlled ; 
and such homc-yeai’uings ! Pethcrick acquainted you with the 
death of dear Miss Capcllan. It seems a dream. One morning I 
received a tiny note from licr wishing to see me ; I went iit once, 
she was in bed, and knew me not for a few minutes; 1 saw tliat 
she was very ill. 1 dis])atched a messenger to Miss Tinne; sent 
for tlie Doctor, and apprised ]\Iojisieur 1hi])ant. 

The Doctor soon c;une, and ;aiigl>ed ?it my fears: lie said it 
was only a little h'viT ; but in tin-, e hours siie was dead — the 
foll'^wing day was buried. iVll tin* rjuojieans attemded the funeral 
of Miss von Capellan, which took place the following day. I send 
you tlie sennoii tliat was preached Iierc' in her jirescmcc the day 
before lier ch'ath, also the ^\hi(‘lI was read at her grave. 

s;; :|c ?I: i;' Jl' >!? Ji; 

* “ Poor iMiss d'i line’s gried* is bllb'r. 

>1': .'r -f- 'I- ‘K 

The ^ IvatiilcH'n ^ has ai*ri\ed, but not Haker ; he has ju'oceeded 
farthc’r south, and will not ivturn, so the trade i‘s say, until ne\t 
season. AVe shall uo\\ piX)(*cc‘{] in the ‘ Kathh'cn ^ tc; Berber, and 
thus ('scape a long laud journey, \\iiieh would kill mo. How from 
that place av(^ travel I can givc^ you no idea; it dc'pc'uds upon my 
liealth. Petliiwick talks of tlm Souakim route to the Heal Sea, 
thence steaiiUT to Siuv- : tliis is a cjuiek jourucT, and water tlirough 
the desert every second day. ['\>\eroit gets about a little lunv : be 
is pale and wan.^’ 


"June Jill. 

‘H)iir men wlio eaiiu'. doMii with the Kathl(*eu tell us 
that my former liandmaideu, the wife of AVdd Mi, gave birth to 
twin c’hildren, and then died. P(‘th('rjek kcx jis u[) woiideifuHy, 
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tliougli Moosa Pasha docs all in his power to crush him; such 
arc his menaces and vengeance, that Pi thcriek cannot secure the 
services of an Arab scribe. The Ihiropean agent also, who had 
agreed to watch over onr interest, and avIio Avas to receive liberal 
pay, has declined at the last moment. 'I’lie British Consulate 
exists no longer.” 


Jam' 

The post leaves to-day ; T hasten to hnish this. J 

believe that this day Ave(‘k we start 1 shall not write* 

again from Khartoum . Poor .Patina, who is broken-hearted, jincks 
np our things, and makes delieati* hn'.ad for our use in tlu' desert; 
she is a noble creature. Foxcroll, l{c(!han, the boy Pine, and little 
Zitclla are to accompany ns : also the Janissary Shagir Mahommed. . 

^^Miss Tiime will leave about the same time we do; and our 
boats will, as far as it is pra(*tieab]e. pi’ocecd tog(*ther. No more 
then, Mona dear, jierhajis for weeks, from your fond sister.” 


My iie.xt letter, 1 iind, is not until ScjitemlxT :2()th, and too ill 
to make any notes ; to fill iij) the interval I must again refer to my 
liusbaiKPs memoranda. 
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Juhf 2nfK — SntardaNMvas loolvrd upon as a lucky day ky all COU" 
uectod with us, to coinnicui*!* our homeward journey. Hie Mission 
wa<»'i»onj on(‘ built at tlie al)andoued station of Santa Croce, had 
bc(‘n borrowed and was on our jireinisi's at an early liour. Servants 
and sailors, under the superintendence of our old and tried servant 
Ibraliim (for many years my factotum), commenced conveying* our 
traps on lioard. The wiiliiiii; hdlows, in the absence of trained cattle 
to draw it, pulled and puslK^l the Avaii'^'O!!, with a, will, to and fi’om 
the ])oat, situate from our house about tljri'e hundred and fifty 
yards. Befoi’i* sunset (verythin^* was on board, and, altliou^h 
under tiu* infiuenec' of a hurricane of wind and dust, persisted 
to embark Ixdbre the sun \vas on the horizon, in order not to lose 
the jirestii’c of the day. Our moorings were shifted about a boat’s 
length, and (‘very one on board eypivss(*d satisfaction tliat our 
journey had couimencc^d. 

Jnly \fh , — As usual, several trifles had been forgottmi, and to 
WMit for theun we quietly dropped down stream, to enjoy the quiet 
and shade of a grove of date-jial in trees, half a mile distant from 
the town, 

Tu answer to a note from Miss Tinim, wrote a fe^v lines to sav 
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iny poor wife w as very Aveak and feverish^ but, knowing slie w^os on 
the way lionio, slu‘ tried to be (dieerful. 

The IMiie Kiver, now a month on the increase, is swollen to about 
lialf its rise at higli Nik', and its wat('rs, during tlu^ siimnu'r so 
clear, lead noTV, being charged with fertilizing mud, become brown 
ill colour. 

./?//// 5///. — yVftc'r a hard day\s Avork with Arab secretaries, re- 
specting my affairs, and Avishing good bye to Joyces and others, at 
five p.m. we bade adieu to Khartoum, and iVom our hearts liopi'd 
w’e may never se(' it inori'. An hour Ix'fore us, Miss Tinne, in a 
(Idhcibych , lier ]migag(‘ in anotlu r, and \’c»n ilcnghn in a third boat, 
had ])ass('d by. At. ()..‘)() |).m. they wa'rc^ moored nndc'i* tlic' village' 
of Ilalfaya, and w e (‘ontinued a mile oi* two farthi'r ilown, to tiu' 
island of Om IFossan, wberv' Ihia] our rr/.v’.v honu' w^as. 

Jiflij (\fh. — Iblal, ac(3oi*ding to the gi'iierons praetiee of the jieo- 
])le of the Sondan, eanu' on hoard, bringing dati's, vegetables, 
fowds, and a sheep, to [UH'sent to ns. Driving before a strong 

south Avind, we, in eompany Avitii JMiss d’inne, moond at Tam- 

% 

aniat, a large jiropi'ily, that is hut indinerc-utly eultivated for tlu' 
lu^irs of Alimoil Pallia, a late (iovernor-( Jern'ral of the Soudan. 
But a eouph' of mill's fariher down, the river winds through a 
short range of basalt hills, called Djehel BaAveefm, and the 
passage, owing to a sudden turn of the rivi'i* in the midst of them, 
Avith a roek in the centre', of the stream, is didknlt to navigate, 
and many are the. disasters, during liigli Nile, that oi^eur lu're. 

No one will attempt to navigate tliis portion of the river at night, 
so, to allow the sailors to cook their supper on shore, at five p.m. 
we make fast at the island of Wall ad TTossoona. 
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Poor Kate ooiitinnrs in a sad stat(% and to tern])! lier to partake 
of some f(X)d 1 sliot a few doves; bat alt]jou,i>*]) the cook pr(‘j)ared 
tliem with all tlie carc' li(i was capable of, site would not look at 
them. 

7lh. — Th(‘ nij^hf. had Ijeen cool; and my suffering' wife 
felt refrc'slied in th(' morninp:, and partook of some invdula hoilerl 
(lour, soasoiH^l with salt. At six p.m., Ix'fore a sharp breeze from 
the south, we passed the islands of nurnat, (luraeshab, and Nas- 
suri, whereon a few temporary harnl(‘ts existc'd. Sla'cp and »:oals 
were feedino^ ofl‘ tli(‘ remains of stiil)bi('. Wc neiiln'r tarried at 
Alatcmma or Sheiidy, but, anxious to jj::<'t on. we, at snus<‘t, made 
fast near a larux' i^Tove oi‘ date-]>aims, tind on tlu' i)ank hid th(^ 
village of Afa^’uwca'r from v’unv. This plain* is ei'lidjrated for tlu^ 
growth of f)ni()ns, an imj)oi1;mt it('m in Arab eooKmy. Wc laid 
in a su(hei(‘nt suj)])ly for tlu‘ reijuiinmients of our servants, to last 
them until w(' hoped to ai’rivi' in l\e:vpt. 

JhIij S///. — (Jtfat sunrise, and j^assed many islands, some pri'ttily 
skirted with mimosa. 

The ^-eiK'ral a[)j)i'aranee of the surface, at tins iiim^ of the year, 
is barren, as IIk' crops laid all lon^ since been ivaped, and th(*y arc* 
not i;’{'nerally euitivaterl until aft<‘r hi^h Xihx 

Juif/ ()///. — At 1(‘u a.m. reached Damir, an iuipoitant mart for 
salt, that is obtained by artificial evaporation from tlie soil, with 
which it is highly impregnated. Tlie chief was alisent, but his 
brother, 11 Lomin Wallad llassan, ov(‘rloaded us with attentions, 
and would insist upon making ns presents of a sack of wheat, a 
couple of she(‘p, and a bushel of salt , as jirovender for our journey. 
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The day following’ wc airived at Berber, where we hoped to 
obtain the necessary camels to carry us across the desert of Aboo 
Hained, to Korosko. Miss Tinne, intending to cross with the 
Bishari Arabs to tlje shore of the lied Sea at Soiiekim, disem- 
barked, and occupied a iiejit house situatc'd in a pleasant garden, on 
the outskirts of tlie town, and on the river-side. A'on llcuglin 
occupied anotluT lioiise in th(‘ town ; but we preferred retnalning 
in our boat, that was i‘epl(‘te Avith every comfort. 

Tlie (lovernor of the place, a 'Turk and an old aecpiaintanee, 
received me witli a show of cordiality that (‘xcited my suspif;ion, 
Avheu he endeavoured to explain the dillicultics that existed Avith 
reference! to my procuring cannds for th(‘ desert journey. There 
Avci'c many camels then in and around the toAvn, ])ut he assured 
me they had all been engaged, but he would /lis hesl to cause 
mo but as little detention as pos-vil)]e. 'flic continuance of a daily 
journal Avould ])ut contain a tiresonu' re2)etitiou of our frustrated 
ho[)es, and tlie daily j[)rocrastinatlons and false promises that Averc 
made to us by the CJovenior, the (‘amel purvi'yor, and the guides 
that Averc sent to us, with endless tales, to i‘X]dain the reason Avhy 
other jdeople aati’c bcung suppli<'d with <*amels in pnjfcreiice toour- 
sidvc's. 

A month had thus passi cl aAva\ , wliru L became aware that the 
GoAX'rnor-deneral, Moosa J^asha, had issued ^irivate instructions 
that I Avas not to be provided with c.anuds until he himself, on the 
o])positc side of the rivei*, should be fiir cm liis Avay to Dongola. 
Thc! Pasha evidently Avanted to forestall me in Egypt, to be the first 
to convey verbally, to His Highness, the dilfcrcnee that existed be- 
tween us relative to the uoav regulations for the guidance of the 
White lliver trade. Tt Avas even rumoured tliat, noAv that I no 
longer held an official position as 11. M. Consul, rny life was in 
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danger; but the Paslia, who had not yet left Khartoum^ under no 
circumstances would permit mo to reach Cairo before him. 

Of the atrocity of this man^s character 1 had many experiences, 
but of his biograpliy, imparted to me from an unimpeachable 
quarter, I was unaware. My informant and the Paslia, in the 
enjoyment of social intercourse, w^ere one hot noonday smoking 
their chibouks, when their privacy was intruded on by a poor 
woman, who l)cgged for relief. The Pasha threw a crackcxl small 
gold coin, a chvryeh, to her, and the woman, handing it back as 
worthless, was doubly hurt to find the Pasha pocket it, and.v 
an imprecation order her out of his ])resenee. 

^^Why, Pasha, why so scncrc and penurious, yon 
rich ? rejoined the friend. 

^^Why? yes, you shall hear,’^ said the Pasha, and he toll- 
^ 'lowing : 

I need not tell you I am a (hreassian, and in early youtli w" 
kidnapp(‘d and sold, a slave, to a Turkish grandee, in the Ca 
market. Scuit to be a soldier in the Egyptian army, 1 soon be- 
came a lieutenant, and in LSo!), during the Syrian AVar under 
Ibrahim Pasha, for pcTsoiial bravery 1 was made captain. In the 
Hills, three days’ mareh from St. Jean d’Aere, my regiment was 
surrounded and destroyed ))y a kabila of Druses. In the ///rVee, 
in eonjuiK^ion with the remains of another eom])any, the major 
in command, and myself, attcm])te(l to cut our way through the 
enemy, but overpowered in the attempt, wo were compelled to sur- 
render. In the division of the few prisoners that took place, the 
major and myself fell to the lot of an Arab chief. Secured each 
to a stirrup-leather, we were ignominiously conducted to his home, 
where for months wc were subjected to the vilest treatment that 
one man can inflict on another — with no covering and but scanty 
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nlothing, our bed was on a poor mat in an open slicd^ whilst, hard- 
worked, beaten, and ill fed, we were treated with coiitenjpt. An- 
other hardship was a total privation of tobacco, that wc pined for 
more than bread ; and but for the good heart of the sheiWs wife, 
who secretly afforded us scanty nourishment, wc must have died 
of starvation. Life became intolerable ; and barefooterl wc fled, 
but after two days’ wanderings and sufferings w(.‘ wTre re-taken. 
Thrashed within an inch of our lives, we were dragged back to our 
den, and our lot was, if possible, worse than before. Wc again 
' to fly, but this time separately. What became of my 
i(ceiv(;(l nu^ \]^now not, but I, one night, arrived before Java. It 
a'Ikmi Egyptian troops; and not able to give the pass- 

i( f( lenc^^^j^ eliallcnged, 1 was tired at, taken by tlu' })atrol, and 
^'^'^fsigned to prison. On the following day, wlieu asked to account 
rnyscdf, niy ap])earanee was so haggard and wretched, that my 
^^ tory was dis])elievcd : a suit of clothes was given to me, and on 
'l^^hc receipt of a subsecpient small sum of money, with three other 
prisoners I was ordered, under escort, to proceed to St. Jean cVAcn*. 

On the way, surprised by Uriises, I Avas again made prisoner and 
taken into the Hills, in tlic expectation of a ransom ; but nothing 
fortlu^oming, in a fortnight 1 escaped, and sueceedefl in gaining 
St. Jean d’Acre a few days before the bombardment. On tbc r(‘- 
treat to Egypt I again suffered intensely from hunger and distress, 
— no one eared for me, and, sick of life, can you Avondcr at rny 
having taken a hatred to mankind, and vowed on oath that, when- 
ever in my powder, I would ill-treat, punish, yes, and torture every 
individual that with impunity I can? It is some satisfaction for 
the wrongs that have been inflicted on me, and the pains and in- 
dignities that I have suffered. Yes, I re[)eat, 1 liate mankind, and 
I will he iwcnged.” 
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The Ibilowing brief summary will show the subsequent career of 
the man whose vengeance^ whilst in the pursuit of rny duties as 
British Consu]^ for the protection of commerce and my individual 
interests as a trader j I had drawn down upon myself. 

After the disastrous rcAreat of the Egyptian army from Syria^ 
by way of recompense for his sufferings, Moosa Eilbndi was made 
a major and sent to the Soudan. Tu 1812, the then Governor- 
General, Ahmed Ihislia, appointed him eoionel in a regiment of 
infantry, and subsequently Governor of Khartoum. The subse- 
quent Governor-General, Ahmed Pasha Mcmokli, appointed him 
his aide-de-camp, a C()mn]ander of irregular horse, and at dif- 
ferent ])erio(ls created him Governor of the provinces of Oongola, 
Berber, and Kordofan. The next (lovernor-ChuKTal, llhalid Pasha, 
removed him from Kordofan, and made liim his aide-de-camp, and 
ill this capacity he commanded the troops that were* sent against 
the Selacm Hagai*a Arabs. In an engagement that took place, 
Moosa Bey took an active part, and singling out an Aral) chief. 
Sheikh Ahmed, he eneountcTcd and eom})clled him to fly. Both 
were well mountiKl, and tlie shetkh although he could not be 
overtaken, was forced to drive his horse into the Nile. Aloosa 
would not follow, but swore, and discharged his pistols at him, but 
missing, he pardoned him. 

The result of a second razzia, and the abominable treatment of 
his prisoners, 1 have before, in the course of these pages, re- 
counted. 

Notwithstanding his dismissal from the service that followed the 
above inhuman act, he was rc-employed in 1853 as Governor of 
Keneh, in Upper Egypt, and the next act wc find him distinguish- 
ing himself in, is, with the aid of a battalion of infantry, supported 
by artillery, in cold lilood murdering three hundred Megribbin 
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prisoTiors^ during a revolt of tlie Arabs, bad, under tlie offer 
of a free pardon, been indiieod to lay down tlieir arms. 

Subsequent to the al)ove lie became Cbief of Poli(*e at Cairo, 
and President of tlie Council until 1851). Ilis n(‘.xt important step 
was bis appointment by the present Yiccroy to the (Jovernor 
Generalship of the Soudan, and in 18(52 he was created Mushir, 
and General of Division, to tak(' eliarge of tlu' army that was then 
accumulating in the Soudan, and believc'd to take the field against 
the late Emperor of Abyssinia, and, altliougli last not least, the 
occupation of the White Nile, and the conquest of its pcojdc. 

AufjHst 27///. — Aliss Tinne and her suih' had ohtaiiKMl camels, 
and left for Sonakim, and as there weri' none fortlutoming for us, 
and furnished with letters to a sheikh, n(‘ar Aboo 1 lamed, by the 
Governor, we determined to proceed thither by boat, in the hope, 
by the exercise of my own exertions in addition to the letters in 
question, to obtain a suflieient number of cattle wherewith to cross 
the desert. 

AVith this view T sent on our own droniedaries and donkeys, and 
left our moorings with indilferent hopi*s of success. In two hours 
we arrivc'd inuUu’ Djebel Alezzuni. a bleak sandstone rock, with the 
ruin of a kiosk on its summit, that had beim constructed by an 
Egyptian Governor named Mochow Bey, not many years after 
the conquest of the Soudan, undiT the ill-fated Ismail Pasha. 
Before night we made fast opposite an island called Abydyeh. 

The day following, Autjusi 28/A, both sides of the river were 
marked by numerous groves of the bifurcated palm, intermingled 
with plantations of date-palms that were laden with clusters of 
ripening fruit. In the fiedds Indian-corn and millet were in 
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blossom. At sunset we reached and made fast under the village 
of Aboo lieslir. 

Before starting on tlic morning of Afff/nst 29lhj an old hag 
brouglit and tlircw over us dust from the grave of the saint Aboo 
Beslir^ ^J^ying tliat if we retained it on our clothes we should pass 
witliout iiijury the cataract of Wadi ^1 Iloiniir. We found it to 
consist of a scries of \cvy tame rapids aiul whirl pools^ caused by 
dangerously imnievscd rocks of graniit'. The dust of the good 
filu'/Ivh's grave did not prevent us striking, liarder than was 
pleasant, against some submerged rocks, niucli to the fear of my 
poor SI! tiering wife, and the disphieenient of our rudder. 

The baidvs, that had hen'toforc horui' sig)is of eiiltivatioii, by 
Sakyoli, now be<*am(‘ narrow and sterile. A low ratige of bare 
irap-roek ponnitU’d no vsbiul) or blade of grass lo grow, l)ut at 
their base, within a h.'w feet of the j*i\er-(alg(‘, some coarse grass, 
with oeeasional stnnt(‘d and ill-e.oudiiiom'd doin-palnis, eontribiited 
to increase rather tlum diininisli tin* wildness of the seenery. On 
till' shelving sidi' of tlii^ easiei n range of hills appi'ared apparently 
an old Pagan stronghold, called Kab-il-^larra : it Avas eonstrueted 
of dry stonework, and leading fj'oni it doAvn to the river-side, ap- 
parently lor the purpose of securing Avatcr to its once inhahitaiits, 
is a pathway protecteil hy a double roAV of strong wall, built of the 
sanui material, and tAAdve feet bigli. At about the distance of a 
mile farther down stream, and on the summit of the range, arc the 
erumhling remains of Avhat struck me to have been a a\ ateli-toAver. 

1 should liave liked to have examined tliese old ruins, but the stream 
is ATry powerfitl, and being noAV near bigli and the channel 

cneurnbered Avith numerons hlulV rocks, some visible and others 
under Avator, our rci.s opposed the attemj)t. Aftei' an bour and a 
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half s hard rowing with a dozen sweeps, we got into a long tranquil 
reach; not a ripple on the water, over a mile in breadth. 

At four p.m. wc entered a westcTn })raneli of the Nile, called Chor 
Aboo Simoon ; between it and the main channel is the island of 
Bagaer, several miles in length. The object was to avoid a danger- 
ous cataract, named Aboo Simoon, that obstructs the navigation 
of the principal stream. The island is beautifully wooded with 
mimosa and palm trees ; and the passage we were gliding along, 
divided as it was with islands, bearing the most charming varieties 
of foliage and rieli in pretty rocky and secluded nooks, where 
ever and anon a creaking Sakyeh, suspended one knew not how, 
formed a most pleasing change from the bleak and stern scenery 
wc had just left. At five p.m. made fast alongside one of the 
most bcwutching little islands I ever saw : the sides of the banks, 
liigh above the Hooded water, were oovercil with the richest of 
grass, then such a host of entangled and voluptuous shrubs and 
evergreens clothed the surface, that it appeared a wonder how the 
tall date-palms could have ^von tlicir way through the thicket that 
surrounded tlumi ; a little zig-zag pathway led up the bank, through 
the thicket, and on to a piece of cultivated land of one hundred 
acres in extent. In the centre of it were a few^ huts, and the kind 
old Aral) proprietor ])id us a cheerful ^Yelcomc. IJadji Ahmed bade 
his healthful boys, that issued from the Indian corn and cotton- 
fields, get mats, (ui(/cnb}f, and I know not what, to make the most 
of us : the fatted calf^^ wuus killed in the form of a kid, and the 
men were bid to climb the tall trees, and pick as mucdi fruit as they 
chose. Ff)r all this kindness to utter strangers in all but name, it 
was with difliculty, wIkui we left in the morning, that I could in- 
duce him to accept of a inateimna, red l)ordercd scarf. 

Two hours^ stiff pulling to evade many rocks that lay studdinl 
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in our course^ and on to which the strong current violently en- 
deavoured* to propel us, wc gained the main stream, that in its 
wild and lovely beauty vied with the beautiful Clior we liad left. 
The vegetation looked its best; but, on the other hand, tlic low 
murmuring sound of the deep and broad current, as it swept past 
innumerable bold and forbidding bare granite rocks, that started 
in all manner of grotescpie forms to some fifty feet above its sur- 
face, sometimes rushing impetuously past, and then courting their 
vicinity in large and treacherous wliirlpools, tliat seemed loth to 
leave them, ins])ired awe and loathing for the dangerous locality. 

In parts more calm, rich groves of mimosa in full leaf, and now 
and tiien in bloom, stood out of the water with a[)parent]y no more 
solid footing to su])port them, whilst, peeping through the branches, 
sharp points of rocks seemed to steal a look, and dare our compa- 
ratively frail boat^s ai)j)j’oach. Another fi^w hours of hard rowing 
to keep way on the boat, and make her feel tlie helm to steer us 
(dear of danger, brought us to an awkward rocky ridge, hardly 
desi'rving the name of cataract, called Tarfaya. A (piartcr-of-a- 
iiiilc-broad ridge of granite; crossed the bed of the river, and al- 
though the fall Avas but trilling, the Avatei*s roared and lashed Avith 
anger, as they leapt over or passed between the immovable impe- 
diments. 

A mile beyond is the village of the same name, and there we 
made fast for the night. It is on the cast bank, but separated from 
the river by so extensive a grove of date-palms as to merit the name 
of a forest. Behind tliis village arc extensive fields, that, with the 
aid of the Sakych, are made to produce Indian corn, cotton, to- 
bacco, onions, and wheat. 

August 31 ,s 7 . — A storm of Avind from tlic north prevented us 
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leaving until noon, and soon afterwards we sped through another 
passage of partly sunken rocks, called Ncddi. A whirlpool catch- 
ing hold of our boat, against the best cflbrts of our men, brought 
her in contact with the rocks, and some alarming shocks were 
sustained ere we could got off. My poor wife, in licr weak state, 
could not control herself, and at last fell fainting into my arms. 
However, on we sped, and serious Averc my fears that in her high 
state of exhaustion, after all the illness and trials she had gallantly 
vanquished, sIk^ must succumb under the inevitable great fatigue 
that awaited her in crossing the desert. 

At four p.m. passed through Chor Koodi, west of a large island 
of the same name, and made fast at tiie end of it for the night. 
Prior to reaching the island, the west Nile-bank prescTits a long 
continuous forest of date-palms, and lu'hind it soA^ral villages; on 
the other side th(^ country sec'ined desc'rtc'd : the soil is ])Oor and 
sandy, and the few and far-betwe(‘n stunted trees werci don^ -palms 
and nebbac bushes. 

l.s7.— The Bellad (chief of the country), Wahl 

Aboo lligl, lived some miles farther down, and to his whereabouts 
Avc proceeded, navigating an easy channel through (juiet and inte- 
resting scenery. As usual the ,sknkh received us with a hearty 
Avelcorne, and heaps of fruit, vegetabh's, and a sheep for iwesents. 
In return I repaii’cd the lock of his gun, and gave him some 
powder and shot. While this Avas going on the crew had been 
busy in unshipping and landing our rudder. It had been cobbled 
up after the lirst injury it had received, but the second bumping 
had so shaken it that it Avas deemed prudent, if possible, to cxr 
change the sternpost for a ncAv one. 

A searcdi of several hours along the baidis, for an appropriate tree 
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proved ineffectual, but ten piastres (about two shillings) overcame 
the scruples of the village schoolmaster to give me a rafter from 
the roof of his house, that answered the ])urpose. Our crew and 
carpenter — for every boat proceeding down the cataracts is provided 
with one — worked with a will, and on September 2nd, the required 
re])airs completed and our rudder shipped, away we sped at noon, 
and at three p.m. again joined the main stream. Another channel, 
Chor Kurgus, bordered profusely with dat(‘-palms, was shortly en- 
tered, and making fast at sunset, we spent the night on the island. 
Around its edges the date-palm throve sup(Tbly, and the fruit partly 
harvested. Numbers of dealers had already made considerable pur- 
chases. The fruit was ])acked in large bags made from the fibre 
of the tree that bore it, and on donkeys and camels it was to be 
conveyed southward, to su])j)ly the wants of thousands. 

A rudc'ly-eonstrueted ferry-boat of thick planks stauiudicd wuth 
rags, w^as there to convey these bags to llie 0})positc shore on the 
mainland; but the pojmlatiou reijuired no siudi veliieie to con- 
vey them across, lloth men and wonum inllatc' a goat/s skin, and 
thereon with impunity brave the swift current, that is a couple of 
liundr(‘d yards wide. Their clothes are, turba]i fashion, w^mnd 
round their lieads, to kec]) them dry. On the shoulder of a man 
we witnessed, nestled a child, and near him swam his wdfe. Al- 
though both struck out well with their aians and legs, the current 
bore them down fully a quarter of a mile, and with the* aid of our 
glasses we gladly witnessed them scramble up the o])|)osite bank. 

Srpfciitbcr *]r(L — From this to Aboo Hamed, the left bank of 
the river being the most favoured. It siq)])orts, with fruit and 
serials, the populations of a few distant villages. On the right, 
the desert by d('grees encroaches on to the edge of the river, and 
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JJishari Arabs, who exist on their tioeks oi’ goats and the services 
of a camel or two, form its sparse inliabitants. 


ILXTRAC'rS FROM LETTERS 


RESUMED. 


“In a v^iTKi) ON Tin: Confinks ok TriK 
Anoo llAxMEI) De-smut. 

Si j)t(‘/ffhtT 2()///, 1st) 4. 

“ AVe have been here some time waiting for camels, and 
now can onhj muster thirteen ; so the half of our traps must be left 
in this miserable place until they can be forwarded. The ^ Kath- 
leen' luis gone to Korosko with a light cargo and our pet birds 
(we hope to get them to Ihigland, when they will be presented to 
the London Zoological (Jardens). I trouhl not attempt the passing 
of the cataracts from this to Korosko ; had I the courage to have 
done so, we should have lieen spared the desert journey.'' 

I did not know, or had forgotten, that there was a difficult one 
between Berber and this place, and not being prepared, tlie shock 
was very great to me. 1 noticed, tlie morning of that trying day, 
some of the crew sprinkling tlie blood of a ncwly-slaiightercd sheep 
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on the bow of the " Katlilceii/ whilst others were praying. I could 
get no explanation of this ceremony, for such it appeared to me. 
The crew then took to their oars, i)ulling and singing lustily ; 
suddenly tlie boat toiielicd a rock. This gave me no uneasiness — 
T had nerved myself for an occasional shock ; but wlien bump after 
bump was n^peated, and I looked from the windows and saw the 
^ Kathleen^ in the midst of rocks, and rushing water swerving her 
round at times, lun* tirnbers (jrashing, the dreadful grating as she 
was pulled over, the shouting of the men to Maliomet, bird-cages 
Hung in all direcitions about the cabins, the loud lamentations of 
the boy Bijic, and even Pctherick’s look of alarm, all filled me with 
terror, and 1 was a veritable coward, losing, they tcdl me, my mind, 
for two or throe days. Y u cannot picture the wretched (jiiartcrs 
we are now in : the heat is intolerable during th(‘ day, and we are 
eompc'lled to remain in this shod; light there is none, but that 
which creeps in through th(‘ low open portal ; at night we sleep in 
the scpianr or ]mblic streets, where do all the travellers. It is a 
\^eird sight to open one’s eyes and see the tall camels with their 
noiseless st(‘p inarch past, bearing their loads and riders, then, a 
few paces beyond, sink on their knees and haunelu'S to be unladen ; 
here there is always a brief halt before entodug tin* desert, to 
examine or actpiin*. wat('r-skins, and to make good delieieneies for 
tlie tedious jounu'y to Korosko. How' many have we seen come 
and depart, whilst we, from the tyranny of Moosa Pasha, have been 
forced to remain so long ! Petheriek has occupied himself making 
a kind of eoiudi for me, wdiieh is to be swmng bctw(‘i‘u two camels, 
one going in advance, tin* other behind : 1 feel timid about it, as 
the last camel w ill be ahvays looking over me. How ever, it is the 
only way I can cross the desert, for 1 am weak as a child. 

I think I wrote to you when wc w'crc so long a time at Berber, 
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if I did not, I must tell you how very kind ]\Iiss Tinne was to me, 
visiting me often, and always consoling; I was ill all the time 
there, I believ e ehieHy from fright. One day, a hundred or more 
of Albanian soldiers in the Pasha’s employ came on board the 
^ Kathleen ’ when Petlicrick was on shore, and there were only 
two of our servants on board. Their remonstanees Avei’e unhcH’ded, 
and the soldiers 'would come into the cabins and stare at me. I 
could not be divested of the belief that Petherick had been cruelly 
treated, and was regarded as powerless, or these men Avould not have 
thus behaved. I again l)eeamc delirious, and when he returned 1 
begged him show me his feet — 1 thought he had been bastinado(‘d. 
And up to this time even, the old horror returns, and he has again 
and again to assure me that sueh an outrage was never eommitti^d 
upon him. 1 had so mixed up an atrocity which Moosa Pasha 
had inflicted upon an old servant who arrived at Klnirtoiim after 
we left, and who fled from theiu'e, joining ns at ilerber, Avhere he 
rc'counted liis wrongs; therefore if Petherick absented himself even 
for a short time, 1 imagined he liad beeu in the Pasha’s power. 
You call judge, sister dear, hoiv changed T must be. 1 liad too a 
severe attack of erysipelas at tliat ])lace, brought on by constantly 
baviiig cans of water iioured ov(‘r my head Avhetievcr it Avas be- 
coming eonfused. 1 am indebted to the Pnmcli (hnisul at Perber, 
Monsieur Lafargiie, for an infallible cure for that distressing eom- 
jdaint, Avliieli cannot he too Avid(‘ly knowji. 

'' Aft(‘r seeing me, he sent an elderly, genial Arab Avoman to be 
my doctor: she simply clarified a little fresh butter, adding to it 
as mucli fine salt as tlie butter Avould absorb, this was rubbed gently 
into the parts aflect(‘d for ten minutes, repeated every hour or two, 
and in three days the cure Avas coinjdete. 

Foxeroft left us at Berber ; he liked not the idea of returning 
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to England. Miss Tinnc kindly took him into her service. Zitella, 
who had promised to Ijo a good girl if slic might accompany us^ 
was a very nanglity one ; we tlicrefore sent her back to Khartoum, 
protected by })Cople Avhom Petlicriek knew. 

We have the ho])c of being off in a few days. Petherick expects 
that on the desert the temperature will be lower than it is here; I 
must, howTver, make up my mind to (nidurc an inevitably trying 
journey; for a week wii must trav-i at the I’ate of eighteen liours 
out of the twenty-four. We have so few camels, that to carry any 
quai>tity of water is out of the ([uestion; and there is but one place 
about the ctmtrc of the dcstu't where it may be found, so the 
niarclics must lx* forc’cd, and our poor servants must Avalk. 

<< I regret to tell you that the Albanian soldiers who so frightened 
me at llcrbcr destroyed tlie tablet to the memory of Mr. Melly, 
which Petherick had assist(‘d to place on his tomb at (ragee. Tijcy 
broke tiie marble, hoping to con^cTt it into mouth-pieces for j)ip(‘s. 
The peoj)lc! of Gagec were highly ineensc'd, as the tomb was uni- 
versally resj)eeti‘d, and they were jdeased to j)oi)it it out to travellers. 
These Albanians were sup])orted by the A'iexToy ; large numbers 
were on tlieir way to the Sonduu to strengthen tlu‘ Egvjitian army, 
who wejv tin'll sii]i])osed to lie ])reparing to invade Abyssinia. 
^IMicse lawh'ss soldiers ])illaged some villages oi route to Khartoum. 
And now fiin'well. 1 hope to write to tliec from Korosko.’^ 


1K)AKI) THE ‘KATHLEEN,’ 

SAlLlNi; DOWN THE KlLE TO ASSOUAN. 

“ Ociohvr, 1804. 


How we crossed the desert I know not; it had been all 
the time one long troubled dream, and as such I recount it. 
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The morning we left our home in the shed at Aboo Hamed, they 
lifted me into the swinging palanquin which dear Petlicrick made 
for me. It was suspended between two camels. In it was placed a 
mattress with pillows; above^ au awning with sliding curtains. 

Petherick mounted one of our dromedaries, the Shaygi Ma- 
hommed tlie other ; these had travelled by land from Khartoum ; 
also my donkey, and a magnifieent wild donkey ])urchascd by 
Petherick at Perber. This animal, M'ith two otluTs, had been 
caught at the mouth of tlu' Atbara ; a lu'rd of them having come 
there to drink, wen^ surprised by Arabs, who threw lassoes over 
them. The live stock consist'd of two hiu? goats, two slu'cp, and 
sundry fowls; the latter were placuxl in a large cage on a camel. 
The start was happily elfceted, and Petheriedv’s facie became radiant 
as I declared myself so comfortably ensconced that it was inq)os- 
sible I could experience fatigue. All went well until late in the 
afternoon, when I noti(.‘cd that llie cage^ in which the fowls wen^ 
had been turned carelessly end upwards, and the poultiy were all 
ill a heap on each other, (’ailing attention to this circumstance, 
the fowls were one after another thrown bn to the sand : they had 
been suffocated. There they remaiiu'd, as the Mahommedans will 
not eat anything wliicli has not been shiughtercHl. At suns(;t a 
brief halt was allowed, when I was told that my ])alanquin inqieded 
the march, as the camels carrying it travelled so slowly : Shaygi 
also said that the few water-skins had leaked considerably, and 
we might suffer from thirst. 1 assented to any proposition they 
made which could benefit others ; so the palanquin was stripped of 
its cover, and in its crude state as an aiicfenh was ])laced on a 
earners back. The motion was dreadful : the couch was too long, 
and swayed so much, that with my best endeavours it was difficult 
to endure'. Had a small one been made, such a one as Mr. Baker 
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crossed the desert in, witli a slight roof which he covered with 
leaves, it would have been feasible; two of these cages (as it 
were) belonging to him were at the Consulate on our return from 
the White River. For hours I thus travelled, moaning piteously, 
Petherick says; towards morning T remember entreating that they 
would let me ride my dromedary, which I did. Then for days 
memory became a blank, and I was always under the impression 
that we were approaching a high black wall through which there 
was no outlet. 

I to(3k an unconquerable hatred to Shaygi Mahommed : to him 
1 unjustly attributed my troubles. M}" hearing was so painfully 
intense, that at a great distance 1 could distinguish voices and 
sounds which others heard not, and sometimes long afterwards we 
would overtake a slowly-moving caravan of slaves. Once where Ave 
bivouacked T traced the im])rint of many childrens’ tiny feet: this 
filled my heart with graef; the tears 1 shed for the suflerings of 
those little ones relieved mine OAvn, and T became more rational. 

We hardly ever rested, as the water quickly diminished : one 
skin burst and the contents were instantly lost. Tln^ night before 
Avc reached the avcIIs all wore pushing on for them, and no halt had 
been made for hours. I eried out, ^ Let me remain behind ! I am 
dying.’ Petherick tells me some of the men caught me as I was 
falling oft' the dromedary, and that for hours T remained on the 
sand, the moonlight increasing the ])allor of my countenance ; with 
difficulty he overcame the belief, Avhieh he had shared Avith those 
around, that peace had come at last. He with tAVO or three remained 
with me, wdiilst all the others Avent on to the avcIIs, some soon to 
return with water, and with milk from kind Bedouins Avho were 
there with their cattle. Thus refreshed, I Avas enabled to continue 
the journey, and to find at the Afvells our tents up, a eoueh ready, 
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and there, for hours, I slept. I believe we remained a few days at 
that place, I know that I gained strength, and when we again 
started 1 was quite gay, for every step taken was one nearer home. 
However, I soon rela])scd into the old moaning and delirious state ; 
the same black wall was ever before me. How many dead and 
dying camels we passed ! a solitary one would sometimes stagger to 
its feet, and proceed with ours a short distance, then fall, and we 
abandon it to its fate. One of these poor animals I never can for- 
get : I tliought it was a skeleton, but the luminous beseeching eyes 
gazed at us from the spectral head, and yet no one gave it a drink, 
which T bcsceehed them to do. We were within a few hours of the 
river, Avheu 1 experienced a sligld sunstroke, retherick would not 
allow me to move for some horn’s, therefore we remained with two 
of the servants; auotlier, who went on, returned with sweet Nile- 
watcr and refreshing limes. As we approached Korosko, the reh 
of the ^ Kathleen^ and some of the crew advanced to greet us. 
After recedving their salutations, 1 asked how were the birds? the 
smiles of the men disappeared, and th(*y held down their heads. Wo 
were soon on board, and there in tluur cages were my Ijirds, but, 
with two or three e\e(‘ptions, all dead. They had been ncglc(ded 
and starved ; parrot Polly was alive, though nalueed to a skeleton : , 
she remembered us, gave a feeble cry, and was soon nestling in 
Petheriek^s hands. A pair of small and exquisite long-tailed doves 
were also alive. The men could not ivcoycv their spirits ; Pethc- 
rick^s silence, and my tears, were a reproach more bitter than ex- 
pressed anger. 

And now, darling, 1 must do my very best to get strong and 
well. Peth. grieves to see the weak state I am in ; at times I am 
very petulant, and he is so patient and forbearing.^^ 
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“*THE KATHLEEN’ 
Assouan. 

Oh, what a pleasure have we had to-day ! It was early 
—I had not risen - when I thought I heard English voices singing 
an English hymn. A pause — it must be a dream ! again the voices 
rose. I sat up — looked around to be sure that I was awake : a 
cl)ikF8 voice, clear as a bell, I distinguished, lliis is too much 
joy! — and there was silence. Could I refrain from weeping? though 
reasoning how mercifully such dn'ams are sent to us, reviving, as 
they do^ so vividly past happiness^ and with them the hope that 
brighter days will come again. How often have I been lured into 
the belief that I saw you all ! and though the vision ^vas too soon 
dispelled, the happy thoughts long remained. 

Petherick returned from an early ramble : 1 told him my fancies; 
and, observing the tearful eyes, he went on deck to iiujuirc. Soon 
a briglit face peeped in at the doorway, and the cheery voice said, 
^You are right: there is a hue daliahyeh moored near ours; she 
carries the American Hag, and a fair-haired child runs about her 
deck.' Thus Avas our first Sabbath after the perilous journey 
heralded in. 

^^We went on board the newly arrived dahahyeh and introduced 
ourselves to Mr. Ewing and his wife; their dear little girl was 
soon in my arms. Mr. Ewdng, an American, is connected with 
the American Mission-house established at (kiiro. 

The Ewings evinced much sympathy tow^ards us ; and during 
our stay of a few days at Assouan I was the recipient of sundry 
little dainties prepared by !Mrs. Ewing : home-made bread, baked 
in tins such as arc used in England, corn-flour, blanc-mange, all so 
fresh and nutritious that I became strong (having then a great 
appetite), and was able to get about and hold revels in those grand 
VOL. 11. 5 
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ruins on the island of Phihe, picturing glorious Cleopatra loitering 
on its terraces or reposing beneath the palm trees. In this sunny 
clime imagination runs riot ; I gave the reins to mine^ and such 
golden^ crimson^ and purple- tin ted clouds crowned my fancies. 
One day I picked up a tiny bronze eagle : we thought it might have 
been the ornamentation on the top of a Homan standard-lance ; 
another day a wonderfully perfect granite head, well chiselled, 
became a prize. 

On our way down the Nile wc visited, lor tlie first time, magni- 
ficent Edfoo, now partially cleared of the ponderous encumbrance 
of sand which for ages liad almost concealed it from view. His 
Highness Said Pasha gave orders for this undertaking to be com- 
menced, and to him all lovers of antiquity must be ever grateful. 

^^At Luxor Ave next arrived, bi’ight with reminiscences to us, 
though darkened for a moment Avhen my poor horse, ^ Luxor, ^ was 
thought of. At that place, in July, 1801, we had first seen him, 
curvetting and prancing, during the faniasie which Pcthcriek gave 
to celebrate the anniversary of my birthday, and, because I had 
admired him, was purchased. 

Once more wc Avcrc induced to visit grand Kariiac, and were 
accom])anied by the Consular Agent, Mustapha Aga, who kindly 
lent us gaily- caparisoned horses. He pointed out the Iiouse built 
on a ruined temple, at Luxor, usually occupied by Lady Duft‘ 
Gordon ; she was then absent. 

On our return to the ^ Kathleen,^ wearying for home tidings, I 
asked Consul Mustapha if he could let me see any newspapers. 
His son went to their home for a few in his possession. Such a 
treat it was to see the dear English type again ! but almost the 
first paragraph which attracted my attention was the one relating 
the awfully sudden death of Captain Speke.' For his untimely end 
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sorrow came over me like one tremendous wave, sweeping away the 
bitterness wliich had filled my heart against him. Pethcrick, utterly 
subdued, spoke tenderly of the man he had onee deemed a friend. 

^^Thc subsequent morning I was unable to rise; fever held me 
fast : they say I was delirious, hut ever and again f recognized the 
gentle nursing and tending of a woman^s delicate hands, cool lips 
oft impressed uj)on my burning forehead, wet clothing deftly 
removed, to be replaced by fresh garmoiits, and all to the tuneful, 
(diecring babble in our own tongue, such as a nurse utters vdien 
soothing an ailmg,riiild ; a whispered hope of better health, a word 
or two of prayer, a verse of thanksgiving, and an enooiiragcraent 
to try to rouse myself for the dear hiisbfind’s sake. 

\V ho was my ministering angel ? you will say. (xratefully I 
reeord it is to INIrs, Ewing, the American lady, I owe so much. 

1 think wo must liave roinained some tinu', at Luxor, but it was 
pleasant to feel that otk'c more the ^ Kathleen ^ w as on her w%ay. 

A brother-in-law of Captain (IraiiPs, wdio is connected with a 
missionary society, about this time solicited a passage down stream 
in our duhahjvh : he had intended proceeding to the first cataract, 
but illness attacking him, as it does many in tliesc ])arts, he ^^as 
anxious to return to Cairo, Pcthcrick could not accede to his 
request, in eonsecpienee of my illness; and we fear that this refusal 
will be deemed discourteous and iuhospitablo.” 


“THE ‘KATHLEEN,’ 

* Off Tire Island of Koda, oppositf Old Oatfio, 

ISOI. 

Sister darltno, 

I hardly know how to write to you — I eaniiot ncrv^c 
myself to it. We arrived here yesterday afternoou, and in tlie 

5 — 2 
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evening received from tlic Consulate letters of yours^ from February 
to October : they arc not yet all read. I have been very ill, but it 


[Contwued hy Petherick.^ 

My dear Katc^s excitement after receipt of our voluminous 
post yesterday at five p.m. (which kept us up until two a.m., and 
again was recommenced at five a.m. by candlelight) is such that, 
in her own words, ^ I cannot write more : I am too excited ; it 
makes me ill.^ So you see, dearest Mona, it is again my agreeable 
task to be your ^ pet ^ correspondent, onl\ , I believe, now, under the 
present circumstances, but for a very sliort time longei*, as, thanks 
to a good, gracious, and bountiful God, poor Kate\s health is un- 
dergoing a great and decided change for the better. I thank 
you, dear Mona, from my heart for your precious letters ; Kate is 
indeed the dear, brave, matchless wife you so truly and sisterly 
describe her. 

The post leaves to-day, and I am anxious to proceed at once 
to Cairo, to report myself at the Consulate; you must please, 
therefore, excuse a lengthy reply to your and Peter^s welcome 
letters. Thank him, and beg him to convey heartfelt thanks to 
my invaluable friends, Mr. Macqueen and Mr. Tinne, for their 
generous and manifold services, accorded, no doubt, often at 
serious incoiiveniencc to themselves. It will be an easy but 
highly cherished task to convince them that I was not unworthy 
of their support, during absence, in peril, and through evil and 
false report.^^ Do not expect to sec us very soon, as we purpose 
remaining here some time to recruit.^^ 
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•‘THE ‘KATHLEEN,’ 

“At IIoda Island, 

“ Devv.mhcr Lsf. 

Sister dear, 

I am permitted to write a wee bit daily, so I dare say, 
ere the post leaves, this will be almost a letter. I send you a leaf 
of the myrtle and a rose which formed part of a boucpict dear 
Pethcrick brought to me. The old familiar perfume was almost a 
pain ; you can understand, dear. 

I am indeed shaken — such a wreck ! The last few days of our 
river journey I remember not ; but 1 know tliat wherever we stopped 
kind, generous pco])le gave Pcthcrick many dainties for me. 1 was 
then too weak to be able to walk, and was always carried to the 
deck. All the letters have been read and re-read — some of the 
papers too. How can I love your darlings well enough? God 
heard their touching prayers. You cannot yet know* that we arc 
in safety here, but I think that you must /ec/ it. I want you, 
dear, to give thanks, with ours, in your church to Him who has 
brought us so far.^^ 


“ Decemh r 21.vL 

We have left the ^Kathleen,’ and reside now in the 
house of Hassencin Eflcndi, and are so much more comfortable, 
llapidly I regain strength. Dr. Paterson and Dr, Ogilvie have 
paid me a friendly visit. It is uncertain when wTi leave for England. 
Unpleasant rumours have been circulated against Pctherick with 
respect to the slave trade : the calumny is so utterly absurd that 
he waits with impatience to be formally accused.^^ 
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«BOULA(J, 

_ Jan uavif, 18 () 5 . 

Sister dear, 

Still no hope of leaving yet awhile. Peth. very busy 
with his papers. The servants whom we brought from Khartoum 
liave been systematically robbing us. For some time past we have 
been missing small sums^ and knew not whom to suspect ; but the 
other day, when dining witli your kind friends the Mosses, at 
Shepherd^s Hotel, Reehan, our cook, was found coming from one 
of the apartments ; a struggle took place, his scarf or sash became 
unfolded, and from it fell articles of jewellery, gold coins and 
dollars ; a key also, which was a duplicate of Pctlicrick^s secretaire. 
Reehan was taken to prison, but escaped next day ; at least he, it 
is supposed, bribed the keepers, and so got free. The boy Bine, 
hearing of the arrest, (piickly packed up his things and ran ofl*; 
the rcift of the ‘ Kathleen ^ did the same : all were in league. 

^^Thc Avild donkey had been neglected, his food-money not being 
so expended, and he died: the groom then joined his fellow-servants. 
We now have only an old woman of Boulaq to wait upon us. Polly 
parrot, Avho dislikes ^trangers, hides herself, and when the poor 
woman attempts to touch any of our belongings, cither to dust or 
for any purpose, out rushes tlic parrot fj om her Concealment to 
bite the servant’s feet or to seize her garments, which if slic suc- 
ceeds in doing, Polly is happy, and testifies her delight by laughing 
loudly, winding up with a prolonged siiriek. This bird is a great 
source of amusement to us : wdien the cloch is prepared for break- 
fast or dinner, she calls for her own particular chair to be placed 
near the tabhi ; she then climbs to the top bar, whistles for a plate, 
and cxpc'cts to be first served. Sometimes, to teaze her, Peth. 
assists me, when she, indignant, scolds him. Twice the bird has 
nearly met with a sad end. When ofI‘ the Island of Roda, she 
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was perched high on a mast of the ^ Kathleen ; ' l^ctherick, who 
was about to proceed to Boulac on his donkey, forgot to give his 
usual salaam to Polly, she made an attempt to fly at him, but fell 
heavily into the hold of the boat : for a long time she remained 
senseless. Again, at this place, she tumbled from the balcony 
under similar circumstances, as Peth. was riding off to Cairo ; tluj 
bird was picked up and brought to me. Por two hours she was 
insensible, I grieving all the time, and Pethcriek, ignorant of the 
accident, away. Three of the fowls avc brought with us from 
Central Africa have their liberty, and never stray from the yard. 
One only of the tiny long-tailed doves have we, and it is the 
last of our line eollcetion of birds. 

I have be(m to the palace and gardens pf Shoobra with Mrs. 
Moss, and much enjoyed myself. I aiow ride and drive without 
fear — at first I was too timid to do so. ]\lr. and Mrs. Tinnc have 
been here, and T spent a day with Mrs. Tiune at their hotel. Mrs. 
Ewing and her little darling 1 often see. At their house I met 
the Maharanee, the wife of II. II. Dhulec]) Singh. All these little 
incidents will convince you what [)rogress I have made towards 
recovery. Miss Tinnc li\(’s in a quaint house not far from here, 
and we sec her occasionally. 

1 have peeped at Captain Grant’s book : it angers me so, he 
misrepresents facts as far as dear Peth. is concerned ; but time will 
show. No more on this subject at prc.sent. 

Ilcrr Binder, who was Austrian Consul at Khartoum, is now 
at Cairo; he is a visitor — also the Baron Heuglin, and many 
others — though I dare not yet venture into much society. 

^^Of all dear Pethcrick’s business aflairs he cun best communicate 
them. He has indeed been wronged, and still is so sanguine of 
redress. 1, therefore, will not speak of his hopes.” 
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“ BOULAC, 

J pr'tl, 

Wc really are to leave for England this month ! ! ! As 
no charge has been made against Petheriek by our own or the 
Egyptian Government^ he feels at liberty to depart. The Ewings 
have kindly invited us to spend the last few days with them in 
Cairo. Our desert tra})S wdll then be sold : a purchaser was soon 
found for the ^ Kathl(*eu/ Did I tell you tluit whilst we were in 
lier^ at lloda, Lady Diifl* Cordon came to inspect her? but she was 
too small for her rccpiireinents. Lady Duff Gordon is a remark- 
ably liandsorne woman : she is charmed with life in the East.'^ 


“ A^llCUU AN MISSION-IIOITSK, 

^'We are with our kind iriends^ the Ewings. Such a 
happy calm is expcricueed in this Christian, genial community ! 

Polly and the fowls will go with us lioim, but the dove died 
this morning; driving here, the coachman accidentally whipped out 
one of the eyes of the little bird : all our care was of no avail ; it 
was, however, a solitary bird since the dentil of its eoni[)anion. 

^^Tlic Consul-General, Consul Readc, and his wife have called 
to sec us, and many more. You remember ^ little Dorrit,^ as we 
called her, who was to have accomjianied us to Khartoum and the 
interior, but who fell in love and married here, declaring that the 
hazardous journey wTjuld kill her, and therefore she would not 
\)roceed ? Alas, Mona ! she is dead. At my rccpicst her liusband 
called to give me particulars. Cholera carried her off in a few 
hours : she is interred in the Protestant Cemetery outside Cairo.’' 
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“HOTEL ABBAT, 

“ Alexanpkia, 

“ Easier Monday, 

Yesterday morBiiig* we left CairOj carrying with us the 
aiTectioiiatc farewells of tliegood^ kind Ewings; and several friends 
assembled at the railway station to bid us ^ God specd.^ Fairly on 
our way, there rose not in any church Halh lujahs more fervent 
than those from our hearts and lips ; and wlicn, approaching 
Alexandria, the bright blue s('a appearc^d, wliich wc had thought 
nevej* to have beheld again, reverently wc returned thanks to ‘ The 
Almiglity, 

“ ‘Who Mittcth ill tlie liojivciih, over all, from the bej^iniung.' 
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I HAD been fifteen years in Africa prior to my return home in 
July, 1859. My occupation during these years lias been given 
to the pulilic in my book entitled Egypt, the Soudan, and the 
White Nile,^^ published by Messrs. Blackwood and Co. in 1861, 
My visit to England was owning to the natural desire I entertained 
of again seeing my relatives and friends after so long an absence, 
and also for the purpose of acquiring firearms, principally large- 
bore rifles for elephant shooting on the White Nile. 

One of my earliest calls in London was on Sir 11. IMurchison, 
whose acquaintance 1 had made, many years previously, by render- 
ing him and Professor Sedgwick — then on a geographical tour — 
some trifling attiMition, in showing them the neighbourhood of Dil- 
lenburg, in the Duchy of Nassau, where 1 then resided. 

(kiptains Burton and Speke had just discovered the Tanganyka 
and Nyanza Lakes. Then, as now, African geography was the 
favourite topic of the Royal Geographical Society, of whicli Sir 
Roderick was Vice-President. Ilis reception of me, after my giving 
a brief account of my wanderings in Africa, was as warm as 1 could 
wish, and, without being consulted on the subject, resulted in my 
being proposed and elected a member of the Royal Geographical 
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Society. Sir Roderick also introduced me to Captain Speke, who 
had hut recently returned to England from his expedition with 
Captain Burton. 

It was far from my thoughts to court n()tori(‘ty cither as a 
traveller or as an author, and one of the most urgent of my new 
actpiaintances to ijiduec mo to o^’ercome my prejudiec's with respect 
to publishing, was Captain Speke, 

Although unable to attend the meeting of the British Association 
about to be held at Aberdeen, I could not resist the pressing request 
of Sir Roderick Murchison, Captain Speke, and many others, to 
write a paper for it, which I entrusted to he read by Dr. Norton 
Shaw, the then Assistant-Secretary of the Royal Geographical 
Society. I had also acceeded to Captain S])ckc^s desire to give a 
rough-hand sketch of my travels, wliieh he thus acknowledges : 

‘‘KDINliUlUHT, 

‘ ‘ A/ hr 2 7 )t 7 / , 18 r»0. 

‘‘Mt deab Petueutck, 

The map, imfortuuately, did not reach Mr. Blackwood in 
lime for insertion in the magazine. I aay unfortunately, because 
I feci that it would have been of material service to the world 
at large had it ap])eared there ; hut, as regards myself, you have 
satisfied me entirely, and T feel very much obliged to you for it. 
*#**#** 

“ My paper on the discovery of the Nyanza followed yours, 
stating that there was such a close analogy to the habits of all 
Central Africans, tliat I was pleased your paper liad preceded 
mine, for by it they would understand what the people wore like 
who occupied the country of which I was about to give a short, 
dry, geographical description only. 

“ It has just struck me that you could not do better than 
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write a short description of your travels in Africa, well loaded 
with amusing anecdotes and fights with the natives : the thing 
would tell admirably just at present, and for the future would 
keep the world looking anxiously for your peregrinations. 

“ Excuse the hint, and take it only as it is meant. I, for 
instance, shalJ bo very proud if you will condescend to accept 
ihis advice, and wish you as good success in the undertaking as 
1 feel confident you would merit if you only take the trouble 

Captain Speke rgaiii writes thus from York, hut without a date, 
simply Sunday.’^ The letter was rceoived hy me at Cardifi] 
O to])er l‘2th, IHoO: 

“My beau PETUEIiECK, 

“ Since I dispatched my last to you, T liavc seen your map, 
which you so kindly and cleverly drew up for me. Tt was lying 
in Mr. Blackw^ood’s office, and is there now ; for I told him that 
I would again write and ask you to publish it in his magazine 
yourself. Y'ou w^oulcl have my experience to join with your 
knowledge of Africa, and if you will only trouble yourself to 
put tlieiii together, you would be a world-wide benefactor. 

“ The interest of the matter must be much more intense than 
you snpj)ose, or I am sure you would not withhold from the 
public what they w^ant so much, and which is now kept secret 
within yourself. 

“The Eoyal Geographical Society have not the means of 
sjweading anything about, wdiereas Blackwood has a larger circu- 
lation than anybody else. Again, the Royal Geographical Society 
are slothful to the last degree, but Blackwood does not want a 
week to produce a map, a paper, or anything else.” 


On the other hand, I accceded to the desire of several of the 
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leading members of the Iloyal Gcograpliical Society, that I should 
write a paper for their next meeting on January 9th, 1860; thus 
my intended return to Africa in the month of October or Novem- 
ber^ 1859, became indefinitely postponed. In the meantime Cap- 
tain Speke and myself corresponded frequently, and from Illieola, 
in December, 1859, he writes : 

‘‘Mx BEAU Petjjeiiick:, 

“ Were you ever thinking of looking after the Nile’s 
source yourself? I infer by your letter that you may have had 
it under consideration, and if so, it strikes me that my going up 
the Nile may possibly be injurious to your prospects. In that 
case I withhold from interference. Bui again, should it meet 
your views that we could manage by combined exertions, either 
in company or separately, to settle the (piestion of the White 
River, I would readily work with you. If you think, as I do, 
the Nyanza is, in all probability, the true source, our object 
evidently should be to bear at once directly on it from any ])oint 
on the river which is most convenient for breaking off from. If 
is obvious to me, from the great altitude of the lake, compared 
to Gondokoro, that the river must cease to be navigable after a 
certain distance above that station, and then the mode of pro- 
ceeding would be to form a strong party, by which w'e could 
push through the large tribes that may be to the south of Gondo- 
koro.” 

The following letter, which I give in full, wdll speak for itself: 


“MORDANS,’ 

Dcvnnlvr 22nd, 1859 . 


^‘Mv BEAU Pethetitck:, 

I have just received a letter from Sir E. Murchison, and 
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am delighted to find he has accepted my plan for opening Africa 
favourably. I proposed to him that I should not go up the A^ile, 
but round by Zanzibar, whilst you, supported by the Foreign 
Office, should go up the Nile, and meet me at some fixed point 
which I could determine. What a jolly thing this would be to 
accomplish ! You could do your oini ivory business at the same 
time that you uorlr out ycoyraphy. J shall be in town about the 
Olh or 7th proximo, and will call on you to make further arrange- 
ments. 1 hope you will yet come down lo ‘ Jordans ’ some time 
before you depart agaiu. 

Yours very truly, 

“ (Signed) J. II. SPEKE.” 

Shortly after this 1 a(‘e(‘pte(l Ids invitation to go down and spend 
a day or two at his father’s residence in Somersetshire called 
Jordans,” and (hiptaiu Sp(‘ke informs the Secretary of the Royal 
(loograpliieal Society tluweof thus: 


‘“.iDiinANs; 

18 ( 10 . 

“My uEAii 8 11 AW, 

‘ Pctlicrick is coming here on Wednesday, when we shall 
run over Lis pnpi'r on tlie Nile, and concert measures for meeting 
in tilt' direction of the Nyanza at some future date.” 

Referring to his design for following u]) his discoveries in Central 
Africa^ he statcul lie lelt certain the Crovernment would support 
him ; and, in aecordaiiee with liis warmly-expressed desire (provided 
the (jlovcrriment would sanction my absence r/ud sujqiJy me with n 
yrant to cover the hare e^rpeuses of the expedition ) , I expressed my 
willingness to meet him at any given point. AYitli this under- 
standing we journeyed to London, and fnnn the discussion which 

0 
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followed tlie reading of tuy paper (given in tlie Proceedings of 
the Society, Vol. l\., H., Jaiiuary 9tli, 1890), the following 

extracts will show how eagerly the subject wa.4 advocated and 
distinctly dt^clarcd to he designed hy the Iloyal CJeographical 
Society : 

‘^Tiic Fni:sii}i:xT was sun' he should express not only his own 
feelings^ but those of the meeting also^ w licii ho said that they 
were very mucii indebt(‘(l to ]\rr. Consul Potheriek for the very 
interesting paper whi(‘h lu' had jnst read. It was marked by that 
spirit of commercial entcrj^risc wlii(*li was peeuliai*ly the character- 
istic of our country, and from which undoubtedly tlie Society had 
upon so many occasions derived the greatest advantagi^. 

‘Mlc was ha])py to aunoimei' that Her Maji'sly’s Government 
had been ])l(‘ascd to grant in support of (''aptain Speke^s 

intended expculition, and he trustt'd that JMr. Petlierick would 
continue, in an opposite direction, the explorations of which ho had 
just given an account ; and lie li()|)(‘d tlu' time niiglit not be far 
distant when tliese two distinguished explorers might meet and 
greet each other, arriving from different dirc'ctions on the banks of 
the AY Into Nile. 

Sir Ronr.Riciv Ari HciiisoN believed that eivilizlitioii could otdy 
be introdneed into Africa by showing to its inliabitants that we 
were anxious to deal witli tliem fairly and equitably. Dr. Tuviiig- 
stone bad often told liim that tlu; first stc]) to be taken in civilizing 
the Afruian was to barter fairly with liiin, and teach him that he 
could gain much by attaching himself to an honest Englishman. 
In conclusion, he heartily hoped that the scheme of developing the 
true source of tlie White Nile, wlihdi they had in hand, might be 
so acconiplislied that we should be the first people who really dis- 
covered the sources of the great historical river. Whether the 
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I main source was tlie great Lake Nyanza, or farther west, he was 
= quite sure that by the new co-operating expeditions which w^ere 
designed by the Geographical Society, and wdiich lie hoped the 
Government would assist, the discovery would greatly redound to 
the honour of the nntioiij and would gn'atly advance geographical 
knowledge. 

Colon f.'L SvLi.s, V.-P.Il.(i.S , cDtcrtnined great hopes that 
when Mr. Petheriek taiul Captain Sjxdvc rojicwed tlieir travels, they 
would meet and emhrnee (‘aeh other on the Ivpiator/^ 

Shortly after this meeting, at tlie suggestion of some of tlic 
offieiating memiiors of the S/ieiety, I penned the following letter to 
Sir R. Murchison : 

‘‘ Sr n, 

“Tlie flattering reiaqitioii of my pajier on tlie White Nile 
by the members of the Royal Geographical Society, and the 
comments then'on by the Chairman, the l^arl de Grey, yourself, 
and (‘olonel Sykes, liave iiulu('(‘(i mo to adiiross to 3^011, the Vieo- 
Presiilent of t he Soeiet}^ a few brief remarks on the oxisring state 
of trade 011 the White Xih^ and Ihe hgypiian dependeneies (T 
the Soudan in eoimeeiion with geographical researciies. 

“ It would be sup(‘rllu()us in me to make aii)" gen^ad remarks 
upon the advantages to this great manulac; uriiig country of aiiv 
extension of its trade with (kmtral Atrica by increased facilities 
for obtaining additional supplies of cotton, gums, ivory. India- 
rubber, cochineal, oils, and a variety of articli's of minor import- 
ance; but perhaps 3011 are not to the same (‘xteut aware of the 
benetits that an additional export trade, that 1 trust at no distant 
period is likely to present itself to us in the sfia jie of a market 
for cotton mauuiactured goods in the same regions. 

“Although the negroes of the While Nile accept at present 
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only glass beads, eowrie-sliells, and copper wire in exchange for 
the raw produce of the country they inhabit, I have discovered 
a growing desire for clotliiiig. As to chiefs of tribes and others 
to whom ’I liave been indebted for some service or assistance 
rendered, T have itivariabJy presented them with a cotton shirt, 
of which they are not only ])roiid, but value more than the 
ordinary glass ornaments ; and it is my opinion that as soon as 
the trade now ostnbiished shall have glutted their desire for 
beads, cotton cloths, as in the ca^e at l>arfour, will become the 
principal object of e\chnng(‘. 

AVlieii I first visited the Soudan provinces, the annual export 
of gum arahic thence to Euroj)C did not exceed eighty tons 
annually, and the quantiiy of ivory from (Ventral Africa by the 
AYhite Jtiver was coniiiied fo twenty Inns. Now one hundred 
tons of ivory and five hiindi’ed tons of gniu arahic, of tlie value 
of A'SO.OOO per annum, are exported, ihe greater part of wliicb 
is returned to the Soudan in the shape of llrifish manufactures. 

In justice to myself, T migiit also state that during a period 
of eleven years’ n'sidi'u<?e in these remote points, my own humble 
efforts and example have in no slight degree eontribiited to the 
realization of ilie above results. The Royal Geographical Society, 
through its intlueTice with Her Majesty’s (ilovernment, having 
obtamed a grant to enable (Viptain vSpeke to follow up his 
discoveries nortliwards, and in consequence of llu) desire ex- 
pressed that 1 should meet (■a])taiii Speke on the coniines of his 
lake, and assist him on his way north of the Equator and down 
tlie Nile, I am happy to sta-te tliat from several years’ experience 
of the tribes, and feeling a livedy desire for adventure, particularly 
when connected with the noble pursuit of scientific discovery, I 
believe myself to be in a position to render that gentleman very 
material assistance ; and, provided it will meet with the approba- 
tion of Her Majesty’s Government, 1 shall be happy to devote 
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my time and services to meet and assist Captain Hpcke as far as 
T am capable in the discovery of the sources of the Nile.” 

On tlio .‘50tli of tlic same montli (Jamniry] the Ooutieil of the 
Royal Goograpliieal Society a])plic(l to tlic Foreign Office for a 
special grant to enable me to aflord assistance to Captain Speke in 
his approaching expedition ; this grant, as will be subsequently 
seen, tlic Government refused to make*, if any further corrobora- 
tion were needed to show the manner iii wliif'h ] beirame connected 
witli Captain S])eke\s expedition, the following extract from Vol. IV., 
jS'o. III., of the Society's ^nh’oc('(‘dings^^ (Marcli 2(Uh, I8G0), Mould 
be eouclusiv(‘. 

'^Caitajln ScinvE said since rdurning to Jhiro}je he had met 
Mr. Petheriek, who, unknoMii to himsell’, and while he had been 
exploring close to tlie southward of the li]([uator, was also travelling 
amongst the tri])es to the northward of it, aiid liad bi'onght back 
names, sneli as he had lu'ard of and ijistadcal in liis map, as Barri 
and Wangara; the latter, pr()i)a.bly, im ant for bis Wanyaro. These 
tribes, lie Mas informed by Mr. IT'tbcrick — ijiiite in conformity M'ith 
the Arahs^ account of tluun — Mere hosiiic to one another, that they 
never mixed, and that ti(‘iietraiion amongst them Mould be most 
difficult. He (Captain Speke) liad eonsequenily ])ro])Osed to ]\ir. 
Pethcriek to make aeoinhined advance simnltaueously with him on 
those tribes Mdiieh lie in a short compass ol' two or three degree's 
immediately to the nortliMord of his lake, and due south of Gondo- 
koro, the (icrman ]\Iission-statiou on the Nile; Mv. Petlioriek to 
come towards Uganda from the north, while he Mcnt nortlnvards 
to the Nile, hugging any river he might find running out of the 
lake. Now, as Mr. Pethcri(;k liad readily assented to co-operate 
with him, and as so miieh hung upon the seeurily or otherwise of 
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the undertaking', lie honed tJiat that geutieman would receive the 
same support from the (government wliiidi he liad done. 

“ilu. Consul PerniiKicK said .... and although be 
was engaged in trade, and had five or six establi.slimcnts to look 
alter, yet he would not allow his friend to remain in the lurch while 
it was in liis power to assist him. He w^s also lirmly persuaded 
tiiat nnle,ss Captain Speke were met by himself, or by boats duly 
aimed and jiro visioned, be would not be alile to bring bis party 
down the Kile, owing to tlic absence of food and conveyance. For 
only tuo mouths in the year did boats remain at Gondukoro, and 
unless be arrived within these two moutlis, December and January, 
be would find no boats there to hiing him do«n to Khartoum, lie 
would iilso find bimscll among the Ilarri, a most savage tribe who 
would not give themsehTs the ti'ouble to enitivate grain, and for 
the last five or six years liad been so nnalile to sustain themselves 
that they had been compelled to barter ivory for grain. 

-In assisting Captain Speke, the only thing be required of the 
Government was that they should allow 'him sullicieut momy to 
enable him to place a eonplc of wi ll-armcd and provisioned boats 
at the service of Cajitain Speke, and to retain them at Gondokoro 
until Ins ariival.’' 


^ On or aliout April I8tb, pursuant to mvitation, 1 accompanied 
Captains Speke and Grant to “ Jordans,” in order to siiend in their 
(.ompaiiy the last few days of their sojourn in England. I cannot 
refrain here from mentioning the most amicable relations that 
existed between us; ami it was upon this oeeasiou that I personally 
promised Speke, not only to do my utmost to support him in Ins 
anluous undertaking, but, as long as life lasted, never to desert 
lam. Ihey left England on April grtli; and bow 1 kept inv 
promise these pages will show. 
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On May 18th following, I received from Mr. Francis (lalton^thc 
Forc'ij^ii Scc?rctary of t]ie Royal Gcograpliical Society, a letter to 
this eilcct : 

“Mr DKAW. Sir, 

“Spoke has written for ‘ instructions ; ’ 1 am drawing 
tluun up, a lid wo liave an Expedition Coiniuittee on Wednesday 
to thiish tluMu oir. 1 want to a[)pend to ihe jiaper a short letter 
from YOU, sa\ ing wbat lie ought to do it he arrives at Gondokoro, 
and giving the times when the wind would be lavourable to him 
for going down tlu^ JSiic, and any local lads tliat in the absence 
of all assistance he might find of use. ‘W’^ould you please word 
it so that J ^*an have time to rc'ad it before tlie Expedition Com- 
. niittce muds (on Saturuay at three p.m.) ? 

“What about the Consulate?^' 8 up[) 0 sing you succeed in 
getting it, wbat would your White ?Cile arrangements be, so far 
as they would a Heed, Speke r 

“ \"ery truly youi’s, 

‘^Signed) EEAKClS GAJ/rOTs. 

“,l. JhiTURRitiv, Esq/' 

The following is a copy of my reply : 

“ Mr^// IS///, 1 Si’iO. 

“ Drar Sir, 

“ In reply to your favour of the 15th inst., wdiich 1 did 
not receive until last evening, 1 beg to state, that, unless arrange- 
ments are made with me to imoxide Gaptain Speke and his party 
on their arrival at (iomh'koro with ])ro\isions and the means ol* 
transport, consisting of not less than two boats, bo ought to 


* This was witli ndViH-ncc to the Abyssiinaii Coiisiiliito, vaeaint by llic decease 
of Consul riowden, and applied for in eonjunelitai with the one 1 held, the Con- 
siihite r<n’ the Soiidan. 
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endeavour to arrive at the point above stated in the month of 
December or Janiuiry, when he will, in all probability, find the 
boats of the Arab traders from Khartoum, which will afford him 
a ])assa^c down the Kile to Khartoum. 

“ On the other liaiul, if Captain Speke cannot make the Kile at 
Oondokoro i]i either of tlie months stat(‘d, his difllculties will be 
very considerable ; the season of the ivory trade will have expired, 
he will find no more boats there ; and in eonsecpience of the 
invariable great scarcity ol* grain in that ]iart of Africa, he will 
have to encounter hunger and the hostility of the tribes, who, 
finding 1dm un])rovided with the moans of escape by boats, will 
doubtless ])ursue him, and attempt to murder the wliole of the 
party, lor the gratification, innate in them, of destroying any 
stranger intrudijig on their territory, and to ])o.ssess themselves of 
any articles of value wherewith to purchase grain for their half- 
starving families. 

‘‘To udv^auce under thciip circumstaiieos would be ruinous ; and 
1 should then advise Captain Speke to endeavour to retire to 
more favourable regions, to some agricultural tribe, w'here, if his 
means hold, he might supj)ort himself and party until the proper 
season arrives for him to apj)roach tlie Nile, and when to a 
certainty he will find the boats of the Khartoum traders. 

“I am not yet in possession of* any tdllcial coiuinunicatioii 
from the Government rt'gardiug my application for the vacant 
Consulate ot Abyssinia; but whether 1 should bo honoured by 
obtaining the aj)pointment or not, I shall under any circum- 
stances be hap{)y to meet the views of the Geograj)hical ^Society 
and the Cloverjimeut by placing myself, men, and boats, at their 
disposal, for the purpose of rendering any assistance to Captain 
►Speke in his perilous undertaking. 

“ Yours, t^c., 

. “(Signed; J. PETHEHICK.’’ 
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At the meeting of the Society held June llth^ 1860, (see Vol. IV. 
No. 5, page 222), the President^ in announcing that Captains Speke 
and Grant had started on tlieir cx])edition^ added they would he 
exposed to great dangers. Consul Pcihcrick^ from Khartoum, 
could meet him witli a largo force, and escort him through the 
country. J3ul Cotisnl Pelhenck could hurdlij he civpected to do this 
at hh own c;rpvnsc ; and, as tin; Goveriunent declined making any 
further grant, the Council of the Society had departed from their 
usual rules, and inid headed a subscription with £100 towards de- 
fray! tliose expeusc‘s. only hoped that many gentlemen would 
coninhule iowarih no (/ood and just an oljectP 

The exaxtt natun? and limit of the assistance that I might be able 
to afford Ca})tain Speke not having been decided on, in compliance 
with the request of one of the Council, now unfortunately no more, 
I put foj’ward some j)i' 0 })()sals wliieli, by rdenmec to tin' Secretary’s 
“ Proceedings,’’ will be found in A'ol. IV., No. 5, page 223, The 
ibllowing are extraxds therefrom : 

In ord('r to afford tlu' grexatest possible assistance to the expe- 
dition of (!a])tains Sj)cke and Grant, 1 consider it necessary to 
place three well- pro visioned boats, under an escort of twenty armed 
men, at the base of the cataracts beyond Gondokoro, in the month 
of November, ISbl. 

“With forty armed men, natives of Khartoum or the adjoining 
provinces, 1 would then undertake personally to })enetrate into the 
interior as far as the Lake Nyanza, with a view' to clfcet a meeting 
with the expedition, and assist it through the hostile tribes betwoeu 
the lake and the Nile, and return thence by the boats to Khartoum. 

•5f 'X ^ “A" -X' -Jf 

“ 1 believe that, with the facilities at my command in the shape 
of boats and arms, the expinisc of such an expedition w ould amount 
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to about .£2,000. hi the event of so lunje a mm not belny available ^ 
I would then projiom to place two wel I yivovi stoned boats, under the 
superhdendenee of one af niij oirn men^ on whose inieyrlly J could 
confidently depend^ io awnU. the arrival of the erpeditton at the 
above-named cataracts from yocember, IcSGl, until dune, 18G2. 
This precaution T consider most iin])ortaiit to the success of Caj)- 
tains Speke and («rant, and tl)c expense would be, on a mode- 
rate calculation, ,11,000/^ 

The Mce-President^ Sir 1\. Murchison, in reference thereto at 
the meeting* held June ^i.ltli, ISGO (Vol. IV. No. 5, pa^e 220), said, 
^^they Avould all ])artieipatc in tlu* sentiments which Mr. Petherick 
had so forcibly, succinctly, and ably expressed,’’ adding, that ‘Mt 
was in order to assist (kaptains Speke and (Irant in the most 
difllcnlt portion of tlicir join ney that ]\]r. l\‘tlicrick had ofiered liis 
services.’^ Sir Ilodcuick concluded by sayinjj^, Jlc (Mr. Petherick) 
was wiliiiij^ to abandon his other occu])ations, and to ^ivc up his 
time, to meet his fellow-countrymen in tliis region of the interior. 
He had only to repeat tln^ e\])r(’ssiou of his adinii’ation of the 
proposal — and he did most ('anu stly hope that Pi ilish geographers 
would by their subscriptions support this noble (‘iiterprise.” 

At the meeting of the Poyal (icographical Society on November 
12th in the same year (see Proceedings/' \ Ol. \ No. 1, page 20), 
according to tlie dtsire of the President, 1 again pointed out what 
the probable difliculties of Captain Sj)ekc would be on his way from 
the Nyanza to Condokoro, and thcrice dowu the Nile; and the 
President concluded by announcing that subscriptions in aid of iny 
expedition w^ould be icccivcd at the Royal Gcograjdiical Society’s 
offices. Similar announcements were made at the subsctpient 
meetings of the Society; and in January 18GI, £1,000 having 
been subscribed, an account of my intended expedition, evidently 
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written under some misconception as to its scope^ was published in 
the Times/^ and I consequently addressed the following note to 
tlic President and Council : 


Fihraarij \th^ 

“ GoTLEMEIil, 

My instructions not having been read at the last meeting 
of the Societ}^ and the allusions to tlie proceedings in tlie * Times/ 
stating my expedition to extend 1o Die discovery of tlie sources 
of the Nile, 1 fear many of the subscribers may be under a false 
impression respecting the real object tlnu’enf, and, at a 1‘uture 
time, may express disappointment at my proceeding no farther 
in the interior than it will be j)ossib]e for me to accomplish in 
the time agreed uj)on— viz., from ]Vo\emb(‘r, 1801, until Jnly^ 
1802. 

“ AV^itli the greatest desire to carry out the instructions of the 
Koyal Geographical Society and to satisfy (. very subscriber, J 
shall consider it a lavour if the Council will publish a brief state- 
ment of my a])]»reachiijg expetlltion ; with an ex[danation that 
the ])rogramme, as j)ul forward in the printed circular, has neces- 
sarily been curtailed, owing to the amount therein stated not 
having hi'en subscribed. 

‘‘AV'ishing to start fair, and on a satisfactory understanding 
with one and all of my supportei s, 

llelieve me, Ac., Ac., 

(Signed) J. PETlIElGCTv.” 

An agreement between the Iloyal Geograjihical Society and 
myself then took place, w hich, w ith the necessary instructions and 
subscj iptioii list, were pubiislied under the date of my letter in the 
Proceedings’^ [\o\. A ., Ao. I, jiagc'dO), and which, for the infor- 
mation of those subscribers who may not liuvc seen the Proceed- 
ings,’^ or who are not members of the Society, 1 (][Uotc in full. 
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AGREEMENT 

^icttoccn Consul anb tljc lloiial ^cograpljinil 

^oricti). 

♦ 

“ Fchruory ilh, ISOI. 

“J. Consul Petlierick undertakes, in eonsidenition of the 
receipt of .Cl, 000, towards tlie exp(xlition up the Nile, 
to ])la(‘e two well-armed boats, during November, ISGI, 
at Gondokoro, with a suflicient stock of grain to ensure 
to Captain 8j)eke and his party the means of subsistence 
upon their arrival at that plac(‘. 

‘‘ il. ]f Cajdain Speke shall not arrive in November, 1801, that 
Consul rcthcrick shall proceed with an armed party south- 
wards towards liake Nyanza to meet liim. 

“Ill, If Captain Speke shall arrive at Gondokoro before dune, 
18()2, Consul Pctberick promises to assist Captain Spedve 
to make; any explorations wbii;h Captain Speke may deem 
deKsirable. 

“ JV. It being further understood that in the event of Captain 
Speke not liaving arrived by tliat time at Gondokoro, 
Consul Pethcrick shall not l)e bound to remain beyond 
1802.” 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

isx CattSttl Ictljcrifli’s proposed 6^pcJiitifln; up ItMtc 
Uilc ill nib of Captiiiirs ^polio anb 6i:ant. 


“ Felrit-ary 8///, 1801. 

‘‘The President and Poiiucil of th(‘ l^n^nl Geographical Society, 
having ascertained i.hat ilie amount of su])scriptions will not be sulTicient 
to enable you to remain two years to the southward of Gondokoro, 
and fciiua to carry out your proposition in full, proceed now to give you 
instructions whendiy the great object of their desire — the rendering 
assistance to the ex[)edition under Captains Spehc and Grant — can be 
best accomplished with the means at their dis])()sal. 

“ P}’ leaving Enghiud in ’^larch, you will be enabled to reach Khar- 
toum in time to e<[uip two boats with a su})])ly of provisions sufficient 
for your own and Captain Sp(‘k(‘’8 party until duly, 1-SG2. With tliese 
you will proceed to Gondokoro, wdiere it is very desirable that you 
should arrive early iu the mouth of October, that is to say, as soon as 
possible after the cessation of the rains. You will then, iu the event of 
Captain Sj)eke not having arrived, h‘avo a Irustw'orthy person wdtli a 
sullicieiit force iu charge of the boats— the maintenance of these until 
Juno, ISG2, at Gondokoro, being of primary importanee. The next 
object the President and Coiineil liave in viewv is, that you should 
proceed in the direction of Lake Nyanza, with a view of succouring 
Captain Speke, and bring him and bis party in safety to tlic depot at 
(Houdokoro. 

“The President and Council do not attempt to lav down any limit to 
this exploration, but, fully trusting in your known zeal and energy, feel 
assured that you will do all in your power to effect the above-mentioned 
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object eerioys rlwk to tbo lives of tbe party under your conunand. 

Should the junction with Captain Speke be eflected, which there is every 
reason to believe will be, previous to Juno, 1HG2, you will consult with 
hirn as to the best means of einployinoj the period which will elapse 
before the (^hauinre of the Monsoon will permit you to descend the Nile 
of extendinji^ our knowled<:;e of the adjoinini^ re/^ion. 

“ In entrusting you with the sum which has been subscribed for this 
purpose, tlie Presidcjit and Council, considering themselves accountable 
to the subscribers lor its proper expenditure, will require an account of 
its disbursement. If circumstances should prevent your meeting with 
Captain Speke’s expedition, they consider tliat you are entirely relieved 
from the responsibility of remaining yourself, or detaining the boats, 
longer than duly, 1SG2, at Goiuh‘kor(). 

*‘Tho President and Council desire to impress upon you the necessity 
of obtaining, as frequently as possible, astrononiical observations for the 
ascertaining of your geographical ])Osi1ion, and that you forward, as 
often as opportiiriity offers, copies of yonr j<Mirnal 1o the Secretary of 
this Sociely. 

A list of instrnmcnls, together wilh insl ructions respoeding their 
use, and notices of such ])henomena as it it is Ukoly you will have an 
o])portunitv of observing, is herewith appen<]e<l, to wbicli also are added 
manuals on ethnology, botany, and zoology; to each of which sciences 
as well as geology, you \Yill liave an o]>portunity of adding much new 
information. In addition to tb(‘ ‘ Hints tor travellers,’ published by 
this Society, particular instructions relative to the ])eeuliar character of 
the great river you are about to exj)]ore have been prepared, and wliicli, 
it is hoped, will assist you in making observations wbicli will throw 
much light on the geography of this region. 

“The President and Council take this opportunity of expressing their 
admiration of the spirit of enterprize wliicli has induced you at great 
personal risk, and, possibly, considerable pecuniary loss, to undertake 
the charge of this expedition; and they hope, under (irod’s providence, 
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you may not only succeed in aftording succour to tbe Zanzibar Expedi- 
tion at a period when it will bo most in need of it, but tliat you will 
succeed in openinganew field to tbe civilizing influences of commerce.” 

T may liorc state, upon one occasion at the Monday Evenings 
at llome^^ of my greatly lamented friend the late Admiral Murray, 
in the Albany, T first met with Mr. (now Sir Samuel) Baker, and, 
prior to my departure from England, I I’eeeived the following 
communication from him : 


^M.!0XSTANTlN01‘Lr:, 

" .Varf'/Kbrr "JON/, 18f>0. 

M V DEATi Sir, 

‘‘ Will yon oblige mo by giving me as much informa- 
tion as you can upon the route h(^t\v(*en Eairo and Khartoum ? 

I should much like to have had the pleasure of seeing you 
again before I sf arted. ])ut, being so near to Alexandria, it is too 
far out of the way to return to Englmul prior to a final start. 

“T do not iuitmd to limit myself to lime: luit 1 shall (T).V.) 
pass two or three yiairs in llie elephant distriets, and try and 
eornbine an extensive exploration with my old amusements. 

“If Burton could have accompanied me I should liave been 
much better pk‘a.sed. J have written to him ; but, whether or no, 
1 shall start from Alexandria about the first we(‘k in Marcdi ; 
and if you will kiiully address me liere as soon as convenient, to 
care of C. Hanson and C’oinpany, Constantinople, they will 
forward the letter to me in Asia Minor, when^ L am going for a 
couple of months’ shooting. 

“If you <'Ould give jue a letter to any one in Khartoum who 
could put me up to the right men and the right plan for a first 
go at the elephants, 1 should be exceedingly obliged. AVhat are 
your movements personally ? and when do you exj)ect to return 



90 


TRAVELS TN CENTRAL AFRICA. 


to Khartoum ? I shall look forward wdth much pleasure to 
meeting you somewhere in those parts, and 1 think I might 
manage to help you in your ivory transactions when we meet, 
Yery sincerely yours, 

(Signed) SAAUJEL AV. BAKER.” 

This was followed by several others, dated at Cairo, expressive 
of a wish to meet and travel with me. From on board his boat at 
Boulak on Ajmil 1 tth, IHCI, he reports his departure from Cairo 
as follows : 

“NUiE BOAT, liOULAK, 

A pnl Uth, 1801 . 

“ Beau PETiiEmeK, 

“I sail to-day, and five minutes ago your note of 
March 21-th was delivered to me. 1 need not sav how glad T 
shall be to sec you. 

“ All my guns, Ac , Ac., arc arrived, with 100 lb. of gunpowder ; 
but 1 expect 150 lb. more of the latter from England. Should 
this be in Alexandria before yon leave for the Upper Country, 
will yon he kind enough to bring it up with you, or to leave 
instructions, if it he not then arrived, that it he forwarded to 
you at Kbartonm ? 

‘‘Upon opening a case of nautical instruments, d was terribly- 
disappointed in not finding the expected chronometer. 1 hope 
you will make arrangements to secure a right good one somehow 
or other, and bring up the (iirecnwicli mean time with you. Mr. 
Thurhan can, I lliiiik, assist you in tJiis. Do not forget to get 
a note of the rate of the chronometer aud to use the instrument 
like a young baby, otlierv\ise we shall be bothered for longitude. 
1 think rockets and blue lights would he most useful. If you 
are not supplied with these, the Peninsular and Oriental Com- 
pany can supply them from their stores at Suez. 
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“ I have no beads nor anything for exchanging np the White 
Nile, as I depend upon you for all assistance in these matters. 
I should have been deceived in both price and quality, having no 
local cx})erieii<*e of the tastes of the ebony ladies of the White 
Nile. 1 go to Korosko by boat, then across desert to Abu 
ITamed, and on to Berber, and then take boat again. I shall be 
delighted when I have the pleasure of meeting you. 

“ A ery sincerely yours, 

(Signed) SAAilJBL BA K 

The preliTninaries for iny (h'partnrc to aid and assist the Speke 
Expedition having ])eeu eontpleted ])v the receipt on niy ])art of 
:C],()()0, subscribed foi* tins ])urpose, as bcdbi'e stat('d, J and iny 
party left Liverpool on April irtb, and arrived at Alexandria on 
Atay 2nd, J<sr)l . 

Owing to tlie nnaceonntahle non-arrival of om* arnninrution, 
Mdiieli bad h'ft London by sailing vesssel three months prior to our 
departure, we Avere detained at Cairo until its arrival on June tlOth. 

Luring our slay at Cairo 1 ])ureha.sed a rpiantity of glass beads, 
and a A ariety <d* articles a(lapt(‘d for })res{'nts and l)arter, and super- 
intended tlic lilting iij) and rigging ox a new iKrat, the Kathleen,^' 
fo|^ the expedition. Another nnrorscen detention of upAvards of a 
mouth, from .August 1st to Sej)teinl)er 7th, took place at Korosko, 
consequent on adcfiei(uu*y of eainels for transport across tlu‘ (les(‘.rt 
of Aboo Ilamcd to Berber. This arose out of tlie (‘xfcraordinary 
demanu for cattle by the Egyptian Government to facilitate the 
transit of troops to the Soudan. Erom this place, on August l)th, 
I reported ]>rogress to the lloval ( Jc*ograpbica,l v^ociety, and x^elated 
the circumstance of my having met at Tjiixor At. dc Jean, who 
was tlius far on bis return to France from Gondokoro. The means 


VOL. TT. 


7 



98 


TRAVELS IN CENTRAL AFRICA. 


contributed to him by the French Government^ he said, were so 
slender that at the point mentioned he had been obliged to abandon 
his search for the sources of the Nile. We also met Miani on his 
return from Khartoum at the (Cataracts of Assuan. His ex])edition, 
with a similar purpose in view, had, he stat(jd, come to grief at 
Khartoum by the foundering of his boat and consequent loss of 
stores. 

At this point Dr. Miirie joined us in the "MCathleen^' from 
(;!airo. He left England to join my expedition in the capacity of 
photographer and amanuensis, and brought with him an elaborate 
photographic apparatus, lie accompanied us across the desert on 
the 7th, the boat having been sent forward on Sc‘ptcitiber 8rd, to 
take advantage of the incrc'ase of the Nile, in order to surnioiiiit 
the Cataracts of Wadi Haifa, Dongola, and Ihn’ber. 

On tlic 29th September, at Berber, I was put in possession of the 
following letter, dated Cassala, 11th duly, 1801, and in consequence 
I took charge of twenty-eight rather formidable packages, consist- 
ing of guns, ammunition, three portmanteaux, seven deal cases of 
sundries, water-barrels and camel littei’s, independent of the hippo- 
potami-skins and skulls therein referred to. 

“TASSALA, 

‘‘ Il/A JnUj, ISfil. 

“My DEAR Ektiierick, 

“ I send you a few lines in the hope of catching you at 
Berber, on your way to Khartoum. At this time of the year 
there is no pleasure in travelling through such a continuation of 
deserts as exist to this spot, and 1 propose to start on the 13th, 
and bivouac for a few weeks in a good elephant country of the 
Atbara, now two days’ journey on the road to Katariff, which 
latter place is on the line to Khartoum. When you are there, 
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I Bhall hope to get into communication with you, as I shall send 
a man there with a letter in about five weeks’ time, on the chance 
of your arrival. 

“ T sent a soldier to Berber wdth a couple of hoppopotami- 
skins and skulls to he added to my baggage, left in charge ot* 
8uliman Effendi. AVill you kindly let them go on to Khartoum ? 
The teeth I took from the sl<ulJs. I have had no sport hut 
antelopes, and the said hippo’s, up to this spot ; but from all 
accounts I have now reached a good country. I arrived here on 
the 8th instant. Pray give my remembrances to ITalleem Efiendi 
and Suliman Efiendi at Berber, asT received much attention from 
them.* 

‘‘ Very sincerely yours, 

‘•(Signed) SAMVEL AV. BAKER.” 


Wo arrived at Khartoum on the 15tli October, ])ri()r to tlie ter- 
mination of an nnnsiially long rainy season. The south w'ind was 
still the prevailing one^ and the iNih‘. had lunc'r been RMneinhcre.d 
to have risen so bigh. Notwitlistaudiiig a sevcu’c rlieuuiatic attack, 
1 was not long in liiidiug out, and ^'porting to the proper fpiarter, 
the enormous proportions tlie slave trade on the AVliite Nile had 
assumed since my departure from the Soudan in the spring of 1859. 
Althougli, wdiilst ill Ihigland, J had been informed, tbrougb Her 
Majesty’s (jovernmeiit, of sneb a change in eonneetiou with the 
AA'bitc Nile tralbe, 1, at the time, believed the statcnucuts exag- 
gerated ; but now tliero was no doubt ipiou the subject, Keport 
stated every ivory trader to be in some way or other connected with 
this abominable traffic ; and, notwitlistaiuling the local government 
liad issued a formal notice prohibiting it, a larger number of men 
and boats were then employed in the vigorous prosecution of the 
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.slave trade on tlic White Nile tlian, to my kuoivledgo, had ever 
heretofore been engaged in any trade on the river^ 

The advays that took place between the negro aborigines and the 
Arabs were described as fearful, and more tlian one boat's crew of 
the latter had been assailed and totally destroyed by the exasperated 
natives. To make matters^ if possible, still worse, the ivory traders 
had resoi'tecl to stealing the cattle of the negroes, and tarn them 
to good account. Entire herds were seized by bands of marauding 
traders, and, taken to adjoining districts, were readily bartered for 
elephants' tusks, having become infinitely more valuable than the 
formerly mueh-coveted glass or copper wares. To the exclusion of 
everything else, a cow became the sole sta})le for barter of ivory 
or food, aud was the only medium that could command porters for 
transport to or from tin' inUuior. 

To traverse tlic interior had conserpictitly become considerably 
more dangerous aud ditlieult, rctpiiring a much larger escort than 
T had been led to antieijiate for the navigation of the Nile, not to 
mention the additional prott'ction ro([uired for travelling inland. 
In lieu of negro porters, who, according to thi^ new slate of things, 

1 was no longer able to remunerate, the obligation of taking with 
me boasts of burden was of necessity involved, and to prepay, 
support, and transport additional imui and cattle in boats to 
(londolvoro, and thence into the interior, would (‘vidently entail a 
nuieli larger and more costly e\j)edition than I had been provided 
for or liad ever anticipated in England. 

The difficulties Speke would have to eaeouiiter in working his 
way northwards towards Gondokoro, as soon as he came within the 
scope of the Khartoum traders’ operations, would naturally be pro- 
portionate to my own, and I firmly believed that, unless relieved, 
he would never he able to push his way through such serious and 
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iJiinjoroiis obstacles. I felt that, under tlie circumstances, I had a 
double duty to perform — to comply with my instructions, and to 
fulfil my promise made at Jordans — to do everything in my 
power to meet and assist Captain Speke, That Speke also felt he 
could rely upon me, see his letter inviting me to Uganda, dated 
Karagwa, ]\farcli 2Sth, J80‘J, and published in Proceedings, VoJ. 
VII, j No. 5, j)age S])eke says : ] will go across the Masai 

country at once to Zanzibar, hut, considering your j)roinise to keep 
two or three boats two or tlirec years ibr ni(‘, I sacriiice evcTvthing 
to fulfil the (‘ie;ag(nncnt.” 

T was also in receipt of a few lines from Dr. Shaw, the late 
Secretary of the Iloyal (icograjdiieal Society, dated dune ‘27th, IShl . 

j\1t 1)>:ak rrumncK. 

“ The Iasi lunvs from Spi'Kc uas to tlie elieei that the party 
was advancing up the hills into the interior, and hoped to meet 
}ou all well at Cioudokoro. Uo aliead ! lake observations for 
our gold medal. With kind regard io ^Irs. Petlieriek, 

“ \ ours, A.e., i^e., 

“tSigmal) JV(.)im)^’ SHAW.” 

1 now dispatehed two boats under iny agmit, Abd il Alajid, with 
instructions, and tlie follo^^ing lettei*, to Captain 8])elve, dated 
Kliartouin, November loth, IS(H . (vSee “ Pjueeedings,” Vol MIL, 
No. 1. 


dear Speke, 

“1 ])ray (fod this may be delivered safely to you, by my 
agent, Abd il AFajid, who, with a strong ]Knrty, consisting of some 
seventy men, well armed and equipped, will proeeed in search of 
you the moineut he arrives at Gondokoro. We — that is to say, 
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mj wife and self, accompanied by a medical man and photographer 
— after a tedious joiirnej up the Nile, and a vexatious delay ot 
several weeks at iLorosko, owing to a (Ie/i(;ieucy of camels ne- 
cessary for (Tossing the desert ot Aboo Hanied, arrived here a 
m on til ago. Fad it not been for a serious illness, from which 1 
aiu now recovering, we should have lett at tbe same time as Abd 
il ]\lajid to at tempt a meeting. I'he latter has also been detained 
by the uuheard-uf rise of the Xile this season, and the eonse- 
(jueiit backwarilness of the north wind and cool season. 

‘‘Abd il Alajid’s instructions are to proceed to meet you 
from (loiidokoro, via my establishment at JVeambara, on the west 
bank of the Nile, some four or five days’ journey in the interior, 
where he will reinforce liimself with some thirty nieti, in addition 
to the forty lie proceeds with from her(‘, and unless ho meets you 
in the neiglibourliood of Gondokoro, he is to continue due-south 
in the direction of the Lake Ts’yan/a, wliich, as he proceeds, he is 
to inquire for, until my wife and self cornu np vvitli him. Should 
Abd il 3Injid eliect a luijipy meeting with you prior to my 
arrival, he is to ])lace himself and men at your disposal, return 
aud conduct you to the boats, and make them over to you for 
your disposal. The bearer has in charge some provisions, qui- 
nine, Ac., wliich latter I trust you will not require, and clothing 
for your immediate requirements; and hoping that all may go 
wtH, with my best wislies to Grant and yoiirself, 

“ Believe me, Ac., Ac., 

“(Signed) JOHN PETIIERICIC.” 

For reasons that will be easily understood, 1 did not wish to 
trouble Speke witli the particulars of our ditliculties, but merely 
alluded to my illness to account for our not accompanying Abd il 
Alajid. 
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At the time^ owing to every boat available for the purpose having 
been engaged by the tradei’s^ and the inundation of the arsenal 
rendering it for a month or two impossible to repair and render 
ship-shape several disabled boats^ I availed myself of a third boat, 
destined for my trade on the BahariJ Oazal, and ordered the person 
in charge of it to proeced thither. I instructed Iiirn to withdraw 
from my cstabJisIiment at the Hjoiir, forty-tbj’ce men, and to 
convey them to Crondokoro, to siip])ort Abd iJ JMajid and enable 
liim to carry out my instructions with regard to his j)rocecdings in 
the interior. 

Surely this is asuflicicnt contradiction to the wicked insinuations 
made against me, when I could not defend myself, that I had made 
my expedition subservient to my trade. L'lifortunately for my 
interest, the contrary, to a greater extent tliaii I can well describe, 
was the fact, of which, in its proper place', furtlier information will 
be given. 

The ii'asons for Abd il Majid seeking loj* Speke rhf my station, 
arc as follows : 

(1.) It was agreed betwc'cu Captain Speke aiul myself that 1 
should meet liim on tlui west side of the Nile. 

(2.) Abd il Majid had not asuhicieutly powerful escort to attempt 
to force a passage through the tribes directly south of Clondokoro; 
but tii(5 same diliieulty did not exist, 1 pn'sumcd, south of my station, 
wliere he was better known. 

(3.) At the same time that lie [)hu*ed well-stoix'd and [)ro\ isioned 
boats for the relief of Captain Speke at Cloudokoro, lie could supply 
my trading station with every recpiisite, and I could divide the 
expenses of his expedition — onc-half to the S]>eke Expedition, and 
the other half to my trade. 

The responsibility of my promise made at Jordans^^ to Speke 
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and liis family, to do everything in iny power to support him, and 
not to desert him, wxughed heavily upon me; and in duty to my- 
self, and what I considered tlie sjhrit rather than the letter of my 
instructions, I set to work to fit out another expedition of four 
boats. Although the exjicnse that it would entail would be a 
serious iU'ui, I trusted to trade and the spirit of the Society at 
home to hold me finally harmless. In order to raise the means to 
meet this ex])ense, I disposed of ivory and Euro])ean goods at any 
price; and in tlu' early paid of March, 18d2, I siiceeetlcd in pro- 
curing sullieient for the pnrposij. How eouhl 1 have acted other- 
wise? M'liat would have l)een thought of me in England, had 1, 
instead of proceeding on u\y own responsilnlity, written to ask for 
inorf' inoiH'v ? 

Several letters trom Khartoum, addressed to Sir lloderiek Mur- 
chison and Jh*. Shaw, eonvey(‘d the purport of the foregoing to the 
Council of the Society — the last of wliieh, dated , 1 believe, in March, 
1802, contained the following jiaragraphs : 

'•'AJy UKAR SlIANS, 

If the spirit of geographers at home is to he ineasurcd 
by my own, you will lunc a largt^ balance in my favour. 

“ .My expedition now numbers seven boats, aiul to he indepen- 
dent oi tlie tiegroes for transp'orl, 1 take witli me tliirty donkeys 
and three horses for own riding. The greatly troubled state of 
tiie interior calls for this formerly unautiei[iated addition to the 
retjuiremeiits of tlie expedition, tluwefure you will perceive, as far 
as 1 am coticcrned, exptuse will he no object.*' 

Lest my expedition should he considered unnecessarily large, 
let us sec what is said upon the sidiject of explorations ffom 
Gondokoro southwards in an article entitled the Sources of the 
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Nilc/^ in No. 241 of the “Edinburgh Review’^ (for Jul\% 1863), 
page 239 : “ A traveller could obtain no porters at that place, 
(Goiidokoro), beasts of burden did not exist; yet a strong party 
was essential to security and progress. Success was only possible 
to an able leader, wlio could command means to take out with 
him an imposing expedition, so completely organized as to be in- 
dependent of the natives. 

The autlior of this article ])cing anything but complimentary 
towards myself in respect of my fmner travels, or, if I guess aright, 
disposed to abow me credit for anything ihave since done to relievo 
Ca])taiii Speke — the above tpiotation is an important confirmation 
of the justice of my aIcws with regard to the requirements of my 
expedition. 

In the midst of my arrangements 1 received the Ibllowing letters 
from Baker : 


“son, 

“ 'ISthy ] 

“Mv imxM Ibo'i'iiKKn In', 

“ I am loealed lu're until the rains are over, haviuff taken 
Abou Sin’s advice to shoot through the country when the hue 
weather connneuces. Thus I have planned iiiy shooting trip to 
Khartoum as follows : 

‘‘T cross th(i river here and \voi k tlirough the country between 
this and the Settitle river; then across through the Hamraii 
country ; then through Niinmur’s country and into the Base 
country ; then on to the rivers Rahad and Dender, to the Blue 
Nile, and to Khartoum. 

“This will occupy some time, and 1 do not think 1 can be in 
Khartoum until D(jcember. I am anxious to hear from you and 
to know your plans for a southern expedition ; at present I am 
not sure of your arrival at Khartoum. Thus I have cut out a 
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good sporting route for myself until I reach Khartoum and 
begin operations on the White Nile. The latter route will mainly 
depend upon your guidance, 

“ 1 am short of a few things, and I shall feel much indebted to 
you if you will kindly send me per parcel the following list of 
sundries at okce to Sob. If you are at Khartoum, all my things 
that were left at Berber are doubtless there also. These please 
send of wy thing a : 

“ 2 barrels gunpowder. 

“ I piece lead (it is about 70 lbs. — the cut piece left at Berber 
and marked with twelve punch-marks at the cut end). 

“ 2 bags of BB shot (tliis is packed in mat bags with other 
shot). 

1 black leather or canvas case of guns. 

“ 1 single-barrelled gun ) , , . 

. . , , t belonging to my servant. 

*• 1 pair pistols J 

“ 1 long narrow deal case of fishing-rods. 

“ lbs. tea (this is jiacked in a small deal box with about 
11 lbs. ; you can smell it, and then easily find it). 

, , ( these are in the same box together, and the 

“ 2 heads sugar \ i ’ , ? . . 

< soap can be seen through the openings in 

“ 40 ineces soap / , , 

^ \ the wood. 

“ SuTVDJtlES. 

“ 25 lbs. beads, suitable for the Base country. 

“ 12 steels for striking lire. 

“ 12 blue cotton cloths for the women. 

“ 12 red cotton handkcrchicis. 

“ if you can spare me the following, T shall be much obliged, 
as no caps wore sent for my large rifle from Holland’s in Bond 
Street : 

‘‘ 1 box 500 large military caps 

“ 1 dozen rockets and blue lights. 

“ Please let me know the price of all these things. 
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“ If you know any good servant, who can speak either English, 
French, or German, and, of course, Arabic, I shall be glad to 
take him on my arrival at Khartoum in December, as I am by 
no means content with my Cairo plague. 

“ I am afraid I am giving you a vast amount of trouble ; but 
pray excuse me, as my wants are urgent, and I hope to make a 
most successful trip through the countries mentioned. 

‘‘ I met a German named Florian here, who will accompany me 
through the route to Khartoum. When 1 receive the things 
from you I shall have 1^1 guns and rifles and 5 pistols ; 

Florian has . . . o „ I 

JO ,, .7 ,, 

thus there will be nothing to fear in the Biise country from the 
people. 1 hear it is a wonderful place for elephants. 

“ I shall have completed a rulani here in a few days, 

when I (!aii daily cross the riv<‘r and get good shooting, as 
immense herds of girafles are constantly grazing a couple of 
miles or so on the other side, and also elephants, while on this 
side there is literally notiiing. 

“ The post from Katarilf to Khartoum is now sto]»ped ; thus 
this letter must go by a circuitous route, unless I can get a man 
to take it direct, in which ease T will send a soldier from a neigh- 
bouring village ; and please start him off, in company with the 
camel-load of things, us soon as possible direct toSofi. If 1 am 
not here, the sleik will forward the things to me ; but I sliall be 
here, backwards and forwards, for the next five weeks, until the 
rains cease. I have a firman from Said Pasha, and his signature 
saves me a world of trouble ; thus there will be no fear of the 
things going astray if once safe in these parts. Will you be so 
kind as to see that they are all so packed as to be waterproof, 
especial the powder, ^^c. ? 
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“1 wrote to you from Cassala, but I cannot be sure of my 
letters reaching you ; tlius, if 1 can, I will send this by special 
messenger, when 1 shall hope shortly to hear from you. 

“ Ever very truly yours, 

‘^SAAIUEL BAKER.” 

“KATARJFF, 

“ M V UEAll PKTIIElilOK, 

‘‘ 1 received your letter of the 29th October on the 16lh 
inst., and 1 r(‘gret much to hear that you arid Mrs. Petherick 
arc suflering from fever. 1 trust the cool season will do more 
than medicine, and restore you thoroughly. I thank you 
and her most heartily for yA)iir welcome, so kindly oifered. 
Thank God, my medicine-chest has been used only for relieving 
the people of this fever-stricken country, and its contents have 
been all but iinlasted by iiu' for many months. The German, 
Elorian, is a great suflerer, and nearly all the natives have 
enlarged spleens — the cllect of rc'pcalcd fever. 

I am here only for a. few days. 1 shall not hurry on to 
Kliartoum, as I sliould be sure to miss you, as yOu leave during 
next montli ; but after Laving gone tli rough tlio Base country 
and visited JSnmmur (who sent me a polite invitation a few days 
ago,) I cross the Rahad and Dcnder far south, and, crossing 
tlie Blue Nil^, I shall keep a soutli-ivcst course to reach the 
White Kile in some distant point, and then wait for the return 
of the Kliartoum boats, when I may have the good luck, 1).V., 
to meet you and give you the hearty shake of the band tliat tw^o 
Englishmen delight in wdien so far from the old mother. 

** Will Mrs. Petherick accompany you up the White Nile? 

“ If this letter catches you, will you kindly, if it he possible^ 
send me on a man who can speak either English, Erench, or 
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German, as x^rabic interpreter and servant ; wages not to exceed 
fifteen dollars a month, and if less it will be more agreeable. 
My servant is a useless brutfe, and I pay him £5 per month : ho 
has been very saucy, having had eight mouths’ advance of wages 
in Cairo ; a good thrashing cured his sauce, but T will not keep 
him a minute, if you can kindly procure me a substitute on the 
terrrjs mentioned, and send him to Tvatariff, from wliich place he 
wdll be directed to me. Will you kindly let him bring the largo 
package of carpet^ as it will serve as a present to sheilc, 
otherwise the iiioihs wdll swallow it? I have some very good 
servants ; tlnis the interpreter will have no actual servant’s 
work to do if he be a superior kind of a fellow, but will merely 
have to 8U])erintend every! liing. 

“ Will you kindly forward the enclosed letters to Mr. Colqu- 
lioun in Cairo or Alexandria? and he will send them to their 
destination. 

“ God grant tliat we may meet in good health somewhere or 
oth(‘r in this wild land, when 1 ksIkiII be truly glad to see you. 
Has anytliiug bc(‘ii heard of Speke? If so, please let me know, 
as I am anxious to hear. 1 made his acquaintance, some years 
ago, on hoard the ‘ Precursor, ’ ou a voyage to England from 
Ceylon, when wo dnipped him at Aden. 

“ Believe me, 

“ Ever very sincei’ely yours, 

“SAMUEL W. BAKER.” 


After having supplied him with the vecjuircd articles^ and in 
reply to his letter of the 2Stli November, I strongly urged upon 
him the prudence of giving up his project of travelling south- west 
from the Blue Nile through the Diuka district to the White Nile, 
and coming down the latter river to Khartoum. In lieu of such a 
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course, I suggested his coming down the Blue Nile to Khartoum, 
and, if in time and so disposed, I should he glad if lie would join 
me on my expedition up the Wlntc Nile; or in the event of his 
arrival subsequent to my dcjiarture, I begged he would consider 
my house as his own, and, it being my intention to provide a boat, 
to furnish me with supplies and any home letters, to follow me at 
a subsequent date he might take advantage of it to join me. 

My reasons for persuading Baker to give up that portion of his 
project of proceeding tlirough the Dinka district and coming down 
the White Nile was the smallness of his escort and the hostility 
of the Uinkas to strangers, of every denomination, traversing their 
district from the Egyptian territories, in eonsecpience of the great 
havoc that had been committed upon them by unprincipled ivory 
traders and professed slave dealers from Kbartoiim. 

Prior to leaving Khartoum, an American, Pr. Brownell, from 
New York, with a vague idea of crossing the African continent, 
called u])on mo and presented a letter of introduction from my 
friend Ilckekiaii, Bey of C.^airo. He wnslied’ me to assist him, and, 
upon inquiry, learning that his means were totally inadequate for 
the purpose, T took some pains to dissuade him from so rash an 
attempt. For some time he rather amusingly persisted in the re- 
quest that I should give him a passage in my boats to (loiidokoro, 
and there drop hin^j, and he would trust to a continuance of his 
hitherto good fortune to eventually tui’ii up somewhere. On 
learning that he possessed a good knowledge of botany, with ’a 
view to render my expedition as complete as possible, and feeling 
that I should secure an ardent assistant, I, to our mutual satisfac- 
tion, concluded an arrangement with him to accompany us as 
botanist ; he to give me the advantage of his knowledge, and I to 
bear all expenses. 



A. " 

f^beY aocesfl^ry to our probaMe reqmi^en^ts I|l tbe 
iixtorior, I tek with, me some artizans, a smithy two ship- 
sawyers, caulkcrsy and every necessary for their 
wcjk; ^th the eitceptioii of timber, which I hoped to find on the 
spot where should require to build boats, either to navigate th(^ 
Nile above the reported cataracts beyond Gondokoro, or any lake 
we might happen to strike* 

Onr expedition, the most extensive belonging to a ] private indi- 
vidual that had ever left Khartonni, having at length surmounted 
all difficviltieSi or the 28th March, 1802, started on its mission. 

Everything went as well as might have been expected until our 
arrival at the Sobat, when the ])rematnre setting in ot* the rain}’ 
season caused occasional vexations calms, and. to onr dismay, 
(contrary winds, and towing liccame lu'ccssary. 

On April 17th we jjassed tlu*. confluence of tin*, iiahur il Gazai ; 
and on the 28th n)et an Arab trader's ])oat from Ciondokoro, that 
could give us no tidings of the expected advent of Speke, but 
informed us Hint our <‘X])loring party under Abd il Majid had 
penetrated the interior, and were, as far as they knew, all w^ell. 

On May 12th, at Aliab, finding a small s]>ace of muddy land, 
the highest point scarcely a foot above tlie tlood, wc availed our- 
selves thereof for discharging our thoroughly saturated stores oi’ 
^ery description to repair our damaged spars and rigging, and to 

' ‘ -A 

refit our leaky craft. We were joined by twef parties from Gondo- 
koro with four boats; two Of which, with their owuicrs, llhursliid 
A^a^ au ivory trader and famous for slave kidnapping and cat tie 
lifting, and Amabile Musa de Bono, a Maltese, made fast along- 
vthe remaining two boats anchoring at a considerable distance 
down jthe toeam. They w’erc but six days from Gondokoro, 
.Amabile had been a Week, and had left his station at 



i!^it^]^;.t<m; daysi pjwiously. , He yv;m accompaaicsd" ,^^4>e8<!^rt' ■■' 
ofironc liiindrcd arid fiflfcy men, and notwitlistaufling this force Ik^ 
had fref^uen't aJiVays ^tli this nati\':c«, who objstinaicly coUtest^d 
every day^s march. He said that ho had penetrated the fciJ^ v 
disiiiets some three or foiir days’ rnar<!h hirtiior southwards^®^ii^ /: 
his station, aiid had umisnully prolonged iris stay at JMoro on 
accpunt of the rhancc of mo(^th)<* and assisting Captain Spek^^ 
and his party. Tla- rainy scaison had been of the same tmex- 
ampled violeuc' "as ex]>ericnccd by us, and it was iiis opmloii th^t 
Sj>eke, if be attcaiipted to reach Cbnulokoro by the routodie ’ liad ; 
trave»’;;ed, would find ti im possible to cross ibc Assua river, which' 
had ^>een a sourtio of great riffk to ti'»einselv{ vSince tiieir passage, 
that nv('r would doubtless have svvodr < ho consi*ierably that on 
that accpuiit, and the sirengtb of rorriut, it would frustrate ■ 
any atteni|)t tiuit (hi plain Speke luygh^ iiiako^ to rre^s it with 
the necessarily itnpcrfcc; means at bis ctnumand. His agent iu 
charge of tlie station bad ]>ecn, through him, instructed, in ca 8(2 
of the possible advent of (Captain Speke, to aftbrcVhiin assistance, 
l»ut under no eircuTnsiunei'f to aecoin])any him, or fiimish him 
with any part of their force to as^t st him. llivpugli the tribes to 
Cpndokoro. This he was compelled to' refuse, he having left no 
mini' meii at that station than were nect^ssary for its protcctioii; 
and mdess S[K*kc was fu'ctunpaiiicd }»y a siifkciently strong force A 
to oyerreome all obstacles without assistance, he had givcti positive 
instriKitions to his agent to pfter to Captain Speke the h&»pitality 
of their station until tlie arrival of rcinforcemeuts sotpe six ipr ^ 
Bcven months hence from Khartoum, wherj there would 
difficulty iu assisting Captain Speke to ernnpictc Jitift 
He also prepared me for ipeetiug with Abd il Majid,^hom ;hp 
had left at Oondokoro, but could afford me no partiShli^jCSi of Ida 
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proceedings in the interior. At the moment of the departure of 
Amabile and Hhurshidj it was discovered that both of those boats, 
anchored at some distance from us', one of which belonged to 
Amabile and the other to Ilhurshid, were full of slaves. In con- 
sequence of this discovery, and the stringent instructions I had 
received from the Foreign Office with respect to the slave trade, I 
considered it my duty to order Amabilc^s arrest on liis arrival at 
Khartoum, and furtherances to H.M. (Consul-General in Egypt on 
the charge of slave traffic. 

Notwithstanding it ap])oarcd clear to me from the statements of 
Amabile, that Sj)cke could by no possibility reach Gondokoro by 
Faloro and the Eastern Nile-bank, I was most anxious to efiTect a 
meeting with Abd il Majid, as I wished to learn from him tlie 
results of his investigations directed from our station. It appeared 
t j me now beyond a doubt, that Speke, not having been heard of 
as far as about 3” north of the Equator on the eastern side of the 
Nile, would inevitalffy have stuck to liis original plan agreed upon 
between him and me before our parting at Jordans,^^ tliat lie would 
traverse the country on the westent shores of his lake, and continue 
his journey on the west side of the Nile to Gondokoro. My search 
for him, therefore, by Abd il CNTajid, appeared to me more forcibly 
than ever to have been directed in the right direction. As a further 
proof I may here perhaps cite, in corroboration of this arrangement, 
that Speke evidently intended I should traverse the western side of 
the Nile, his statement at Faloro to Kidgwiga the guide, furnished 
him by Kamrasi (see his work, Journal of the Discovery of the 
Source of the Nilc,^^ p^igt; 585) . He states : I would send another 
wEite man to Cim (Kamrasi), not by the way I had come through 
Kidi, but by the left bank of the Nile.^' 

I was not long in suspense, for on May IGth — that is, four days 

8 



It4 TPvAVELS IN CENTKAL AFRICA. 

after my interview with Amabilo — we met Abd il Majid and his 
three boats on liis return to Kliartoum. In defenee of his disobey- 
ing my instructions and returning before he was overtaken by me^ 
he repeated the same reasons for leaving Ooiidokoro as assigned 
by Amabilc. 

Tlie liistory of liis movements had been as follows : 

In tlic absence of any inteHigencc of Captain Speke or his expedi- 
tion_, on his arrival at C oiul ok oro about the end of December^ 1801, 
Abd il Majid proceeded to my station at Wayo (formerly misnamed 
Neambara), and after supplying them witli tlieir requirements^ was 
attacked by illness^ whieli iucai>acitated bim from any exertion, 
lie therefore deputed in his stead Mussaad^ the* agent of' tlic station, 
to proceed sontli wards in the direction indicated, with as many men 
as could possi])ly be spared from tlui station, in seareli of Captain 
Speke and his party. Miissaad, who acx^ompanied Abd il Majid 
down the Nile, informed me that this searcdi was pj’osecuted during 
seventeen marclics (a direct distance of about eighty-five miles), 
through Jawdla, llaga, F(‘galo, into llakoa. The districts of l^'cgalo 
and llakoa were'- found in an exceedingly disturbed state, owing to 
the incursions of the Ncam Neam : wliolc ])oi)u]ations liad tied 
from their settlements, agihudture had Ijoen neglected, and a state 
of destitution and famine hitherto unwitiujssed prevailed ; to that 
extent, that after four consecutive days^ subsistences on bullis, roots, 
and tlic wild fruits of the forest, the escort, hearing no tidings of 
better prospects in advamjc, expressed themselves determined to 
give up the scaridi. ]\lussaad, having learned tlie existence of a 
large expanse of water but four days' journey distant, and in his 
direct line of march to the southwards, expressed \ hope that it 
might be the Victoria Nyanza, and was most anxious to push for it. 
Iliis lake, formerly reported hy mc^ to the Royal (leographical 
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Society (see ^'Proceedings/^ Vol. VITL, No. IV., page 150), lias been 
sulisequcntly named liy Sir Samuel Baker the " Albert Nyanza.^^ 

The same state of desolation having been reported to exist on 
the line of route to the margin of the lake, his half- famished men 
rebelled against further advance, and the party consequently retraced 
the route they had pursued, and returned to our station at 
Wayo. 

The statement of Amabilc, in the first instance, and now cor- 
roborated by Abd il Majid and Mussaad, proved to me that the 
time appointed by the Iloyabdeograidiical Society for the arrival 
of Captain Siicke {.lune, 18()2), could not be kept. It therefore 
appeared to me that my engagement with the Royal Geographical 
Socii^ty was virtually fulfilled, as statial in Paragraph I of my in- 
structions ("Proceedings,’’ Vol. Y., No. 1). "It being further 
understood that in the event of (’aptain Sjieke not having arrived 
by that time at Gondokoro, Consul Petherick shall not be bound 
to remain beyond June, 1862.” 

Although at this stage I believed myself pedeetly justified, as far 
as my connection with tlie Royal Geographical Society was con- 
cerned, to have giveai up any further proceedings and returned to 
Khartoum, yet, in consideration of the ties of‘ friendship connecting 
me with Caiitain Sj)ckc% the promise I had made to him during his 
last days in England, " that I would under no circumstances as 
long as I had life desert him in the interior, and that I would keej) 
stores and boats for him at Gondokoro for an indefinite period,” I 
felt it my duty under any circumstances, however adverse, to 
proceed to his relief. 

That Speke* evidently was under the impression that I would 
continue my search until 1 met him, even if that took two or three 
years to achieve, and that he could thoroughly depend upon me. 


8—2 
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see his letter, addressed to me from Karagwe, March 28th, 1862, 
in Proccediugs,^^ Vol. VII., No. 5, as follows: 

“My deab PETnERicic, 

“ I wrote a letter from Karagwc to send it by my Balyiiz 
Baraka, through Unyoro, to ask you how you were. Now^ I am 
a great deal nearer you, and send another Balyiiz Mabruk, to- 
gether with some men from Al’tessa. This is to invite you up 
to Uganda, for the King is very anxious to see you. I dare say 
this may somewhat interfere with your trade, and so create some 
pecuniary loss; but depend upon it, whatever that loss may 
amount to, I will ask the Government to defray it, for it is of 
the utmost importance that the country should 0 ])en to trade, 
&c., and no opportunity could be better than the present. You 
will have to drop your dignity for the present, and to look upon 
me as your superior officer; for on asking IM’tessa what presents 
I should write for, he said, ‘ Don’t say anything about it, lest 
he should think that I, IM’tessa, coveted his property more than 
himself.* So to quiet him, I said he did not understand ihe 
matter — that T ordered you to come up the Nile to look for mo 
and bring me away, and that three vessels were mine as well as 
their contents, and you could not disobey rny orders. I do not 
know what things you have ; but bring a lot of pretty things, 
such as cheap jewellery, toys, pretty cloths, glass and china 
ware ; one or two dogs of any sort, for the King’s emblem is a 
dog; and any quantity of powder and had, for he shoots cows 
every day. Mabruk can best select these things. Don’t bring 
uniform, for I have none, but bring a lot of common red clotli 
and fez caps for ray men to w^ear as a guard of honour. 1 have 
lots of muskets, and have given several guns and rifles to Al’tessa ; 
so bring no spare guns here, though your men may be armed up 
to the teeth. I liavc lots of beads for the way back to the boats. 



APPENDIX A. 


117 


Grant is at Karagwc with a game leg, and I am sending boats 
for him. Ilis last letter to me is enclosed, also a map of the 
country, Avhich you had better send to England, together with 
tliis, by the first opportunity. I would go across the Massai 
country at once to Zanzibar; but considering your promise to 
keep two or three boats two or three years for me, I sacrifice 
everything to fulfil the engagement. A photographic machine 
would be very useful here, for the Court is very splendid. You 
need not trouble yourself with a sextant, for I have three, but 
compass your route carefully. If Baraka reaches you, bring 
him up this way ; we will then all go in boats to Kumanika’s, 
King of Karagwc. IMind Itumanild and Ivamrasi, King of 
Unyoro, are brothers-in-law, but M’tessa is Kamrasi’s enemy. 
However, I am trying to patch up their w^ar by telling M’tessa 
he is the King of the Luta Nzigi, and Uganda is his grazing- 
grounds ; that he should send a })resent to Kamarasi and become 
friends w^ith him. You may tell Kamarasi this ; and say 1 am a 
very great man, anxious to see him, if lie will let you come here 
and fetch me away. 1 am very hard up for tobacco, and have 
neither brandy nor tea. All the things 1 have asked for are for 
myself, nobody else need give a present. I cannot wu’ite any 
more letters, for 1 have a wliole year’s collection. Unyauyembe 
waiting for an op[)ortunity to reach Zanzibar. 

“J. II. SPEKE.” 

Tlic cdlcet of this, the most fearful rainy season any one attached 
to our expedition now collected at this })oiut — two liuiidrcd and 
twenty men — had ever experienced, was to produce eliniatie fever 
and sickness of various descriptions. To this the first to succumb 
was our botanist, poor Brownell, who died on the 2()th May, and 
wliom we buried in about the 8° North latitude, at a bend in the 
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river, in an aiit-liill, the only piece of ground above the water that 
the eye could comi)ass in every direction as far as the horizon. A 
few days afterwards another invaluable man, one of the artizans 
accorded to us by tlu'. Viceroy of Egj^pt, followed in his wake. To 
describe the incdaiicholy prospect around us beggars description. 
Baker, in alluding to it (see Proceedings,^' Vol. X., No. 1, page 7), 
says, Far as the eye can reach, in that land of misery and malaria, 

all is wretchedness One dry spot I saw slightly raised 

above the boundless marsh : there some white man was buried.'' 

A second most nnplcfisant circuinstanec in connection with the 
slave trade now occurred by the detection of Abd il ]\la.jid in com- 
plicity therewith, and his connection during his stay at (Joiidokoro 
with the notorious Hhurshid Aga and the young Maltese, lie was 
forthwith handcuffed and sejil under arrest, with the ])articulars of 
the circumstances, to Khartoum, to be judged by the JCgyplian 
(rovcnimcnt, of M'hich he was a subject. 

After thirty-eight days' monotonous toAving, with oceasiomd 
rough sailing before tempestuous winds occasioned by thunder- 
storms astern, our men, Avorii out Avith fatigue and ill health, 
reached Lolnun, or the ^^Abu Kuka” of tlu', Arabs, in the Kytch 
territory (July )2nd), in latitude 0° 5F o.V N., aiuKE. longitude 
82^ 28' 42''. To crouATy to the reader the best idea in my poAver of 
the toilsome })rogress under circumstances so adveuse as those avo 
necessarily experienced by the unforeseen early setting in of this 
oxccptioin'dly rainy season, by reference to the mtip he Avill find 
that we only made good, in a dire(4 line during the thirty-eight 
days quoted, little more than seventy miles, or less than tAvo miles 
per day. Under ordinary eireumstaiiees, with a fair Avind, we 
might easily have reached Gondokoro from this point in six days; 
but now, with my men so thoroughly Avorn out from the exertion 
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of towing, sleepless nights, and the depressing effects of malaria 
and its consequent fevers, in addition to the most serious obstacle 
of all, the utter worthlessness of our entire stock of cordage for 
the purpose of towing, further progress by water became utterly 
impossible. 

With a determination to vanquish every obstacle, and keep my 
appointment with Sj)ck(^ at whatever hazard, 1 decided to abandon 
my boats and proceed to (londokoro by land. In order to carry 
out this determination, it was a primary object to place stoj‘es at 
(londokoro, in anticipation of the retpiircments of Speke or myself. 
With this view I re-shipped a cargo, consisting of a variety of 
necessaries, into the least damaged of the boats, and stripped tlu; 
three others of their staiuling rigging to serve' as towing-lines, to 
enable the former to j)roceed to the Shyr, when* I knew a capital 
material for rope-making Avas available from the leaf of tlue delacb 
trees, that aliound in the vicinity. 

On the 25tli July this boat, assisted l)y a spurt of wind occasioned 
by a thunder-storm, set sail ; and the rciif was ordered t0 proceed 
to Ciondokoro, and remain there until the arrival of myself or 
Captain Speke. In the event of their meeting, the y*c/.s* and store- 
keeper were particularly instructed not only to supply rny courAtry- 
mcn with everything available that might be required, but the reis 
was to place himself, crew, and boat, at the absolute disposal of 
Speke. The three other boats, being perfectly useless, Avere, after 
being temporarily caulked and refitted, to return to Khartoum. In 
the meantime, by instalments in proportion as negro porters pre- 
sented themselves, our stores Avcrc forwarded along the route avc^ 
intended to take. 

In order to reconnoitre the route leading to the interior, I had 
several times proceeded on horseback, many miles distant, up to 
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my middle in water. I was always accompanied by a few men of 
my escort ; and^ altliough occasionally much inconvenienced by the 
depth of water we encountered, the practicability of proceeding, 
although at a terrible discomfort, Avas agreed to ; the more so as, 
having an India-rubber punt requiring but one man to carry it, I 
could, if necessary, ford the party and our stores over any deep 
water that might intervene in our route. The task was, however, 
by no means an easy one, as we could not see the termination to 
this fatiguing journey ; nor could the natives give us any definite 
idea of tlie extent of the inundation, it being far beyond their 
territory. In the first instance, a march up to the middle, with an 
occasional swim across some ravine, to a trading station of the 
Poncet l^rothers, called Addr, some miles due-west of us, was a 
certainty]; but how far the flood extended beyond that point we 
had no nieans of ascertaining. 

Notwitlistanding these diflieiilties, I was nobly supported by my 
wife ill tlttc determination to proceed, and the men, although sullen, 
c^oincidcd|) with my views. Everything being prepared, and the 
necessar}^^ instructions w ritten for the securing of a fresh sup])ly of 
boats ap/d provisions, to return from Khartoum w ith the following 
scasfoii commencing in October, and to proceed to Gondokoro, w^e 
mounted our horses. At this juncture the men forming our escort, 
as I had been privately informed, made up their minds not to 
proceed with us, but to seize the boats and either insist upon our 
returning wdth them to Khartoum or to return thither without us. 
After so many years residence among them, and naturally possess- 
ing a knowledge of the Arab character, I well knew how keenly 
susceptible they w^ere to praise or reproach from a woman, and that 
there was nothing they would shrink from if taunted by the ex- 
ample of a being whom, by their creed, they were taught not only 
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to consider inferior to themselves in intellect^ but immeasurably 
beneath them in point of courage and endurance. My wife was 
equal to the emergency, and on the roll being called I instantly 
assisted her into the siuldle, and forthwith, with an encouraging 
cheer and a wave of the hand, she pushed her horse into the swamp 
and incited them to follow. The example, instantly followed by 
myself, communicated itself, as if by electricity, to our men, and, 
as they afterwards good-humouredly explained to us, they were 
irresistibly force^i to abandon all thought of their prcconc^erted 
revolt, and for very shame, against their dearc'st wishes, at least 
follow Avhcrc a woman led. Had the attempt been made without 
tiu assistance and presence of mind of my wife, it would certainly 
have resulted in signal failure, and i)erhaps have cost me my life ; 
as it was, we were all on the best of terms. 

The boats had started v('ry shortly afterwards for Khartoum, and 
at our next bivouac the men, relieved of* the j)resencc of tlie sick 
thus sent home, feeling it now more than ever their iiiterest to stick 
to me, cheerfully promised to encounter every difficulty that might 
present itself on our new mode of ])rogress. 

After six weeks’ disastrous toil through marsh, mud, and water, 
encounters with the natives, entailing loss of life and much valuable 
property, including photographic apparatus and a host of necessaries, 
we succeeded in reaching Adael in the llhol, the extreme point to 
which the inundation had reached at right angles from the Nile, 
in latitude North 0^ 35' 53" and longitude East S' I"; in other 
words, 170 miles of toi-tuous travel from Lolnun or Aboo Kuka, and 
within about three miles of the river Nam. Our inability to obtain 
porters so soon as we expected, and serious illnesses, entailed a sad 
delay, and on the 18th November our dei)arture took place, now in 
a southerly direction, and about })arallcl Avith the Nile, through the 
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Djour and Moro districts to the Neangara, in tlic Morokodo, in 
latitude North 5° 22' 41" and East longitude 30*^ 6' 26"^ where we 
arrived on the 30th of the same month. 

At tliis portion of our journey, at about thirty-five miles south 
of Adacl, at a village called Jirri, at another point twenty-seven 
miles farther south at Dagwara, we came in contact with the Nam, 
a large and important tributary to tlie White Nile, rising, I was 
informed, in the hilly Neam N(‘ain district, in about 3^ North 
latitude, and proceeding nearly due-north, adds its Avaters to the 
Nile in the district of the Aliab, in about 8^ 27' North latitude, 
where i)revious]y, in a morass of reeds, I had observed its outlet. 

Eor our hospitable reception at Ncangara and tlic means of 
further progress we were iud('btcd to my ten-days^-distant trading 
station, called AVayo. Had ayc not had this source Avhci’C'from to 
supply our wants, I knovr not what Avould have bf'cii our fate. A 
great numl)er of our men — no novices to the hardships of travel — 
must liaA^e succumbed to ill health and fatigue had it not been for 
a small number of our animals that still regained sufficient strength 
to carry them oceasioiially. The best men aimjTigst them, with but 
an apology for clothing, Avithout a change of any kind, and under 
the influence of the Avorst of climates, had become desponding and 
weary. Our means, too, had dwindled to an alarmingly small 
compass ; and it Avas only the keem ap})rcclation of the utter helj)- 
Icssness to whicli my wife, self, and party had become reduced, that 
occ^asioned the ablest of my men to cordially hail my proposal to 
tarry with the invalids at this place, Avhilst they Aveut forward to 
seek the trading station (misnamed Neambara, but pro])erly Wayo) 
Avhich I have been so erroneously and unjustly accused of Ausiting 
for the purposes of my private trade (see Captain Speke in his 

Journal of the Discovery of the Source of the Nilc,^^ • 
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what had become of Pctherick? He was actually trading 
at Ncambara^ seventy miles due- west of this^ though he had, since 
1 left him in England, raised a subscription of j£l, ()()() from those 
of my friends to whom this journal is most respectfully dedicated/^ 
Tims, though not actually avowed, it is, I fear, implied, that my 
trade was benefited at the expense of the &])('ke Expedition, to sup- 
port which, with a singleness of purpose and aii utter disregard 
of consccpienccs, I was devoting rny utmost energy and the entire 
means at my disposal. 

On December loth, in lieu of the wearied men who had proceeded 
tliillun', a powerful escort, with porters fioin Wayo, by forced 
maiehcs had hastened and arrived to our redief. 'fhey found me 
in a sad plight : tin* rest had acted beneficially on most of the sick, 
but 1 had become a helpless invalid from gastric* fi‘ver. Had it iiot 
l)(‘en for the medical skill and great attention of Hr. ]\lui‘i(^, and 
the candid nursing of my wife, 1 must liave siieeumbc'd. It was not 
until a month aftcTwards that 1 was enabh'd to leave thcNcangara. 

Our wcdcome station AV^ayo, in latitude Kf IG' North, and blast 
longitude 20', at the junction of the rivers Bibio and Ayi, in 
the Moj'o tcTi’itory, was reached January 25th, 18G3. 

Now that 1 have arrived with my narrative into the heart of the 
Moro district, it may not ))e inopportune to notice what during my 
absence had taken place at the meeting of the Itoyal Geographical 
Society on JMay 2Gth, 18()2. • 

My deceased friemd Dr. Peiiey, in J8G1, had been in this district, 
and in his rej)oit thereon, addressed to Monsieur Joinard, and pub- 
lished in the Noinadles Annales dcs Voyages,’^ and referred to at 
the above meeting, ([uoted several names of places, such as IMundo, 
Moro, and Nc^aiti Neam, which coinciding, so (ar as the names were 
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concerned^ with other places laid down by me much farther soutli 
and west in niy previous journey directed from the Bahar il Gazal 
to the Equatorial district in 1858, led the President of the Society 
into the error that the district in which I now^ found myself, and 
reported on by Dr. Pcncy, were identical with my farthest point 
ill 1858. With reference thereto, the Ihxsident in liis address at 
the anniversary meeting, May 2Gth, 1862 (page 177), was induced to 
state the penultimate stage of Pethcrick^s route undertaken from 
the Bahar il Gazal, from the year 1853 to 1850, was sixty miles 
Avestw^ard from Gondokoro, and if that be the case, an enormous 
rectification b(‘eamc necessary in the estimated extent and direc- 
tion of his itinerary.^^ If th(i reader, however, wdll refer to the 
Soeicty^s Journal for 1865, he wdll find the most ample confirma- 
tion of the accuracy of my first itinerary, as in the map of 'l^he 
Nile and its Western Aflluen(‘e,’’ founded on my astronomical ob- 
servations, and constructed by Mr. Arro^vsmitli, the error of iden- 
tity in the places visited by Dr. Peney in 1861, and myself in 1858, 
is self-evident; the Mundo, alluded to by me in 1858, being therein 
aeknowdedged to be in 3^ 10' North latitude, and 28^ 50' East 
longitude ; therefore, in lieu of being sixty miles, as stated by the 
President, from Gondokoro, it has been vecH)gnizcd, as the crow 
flics, at two hundred miles from that sj)ot. 

To return to my narrative. Our sojourn at this point was limited 
to #lie shortest ])Ossiblo time for obtaining a snflicieney of porters 
foj* our personal requirements, and the carriage of the stock of 
elephants^ tusks, that, in conformity with the routine of my busi- 
ness, had been collected at this station during the preceding trading 
campaign. A fortnight suflieed to complete that arrangement, and 
on Eebruary 12th Ave were on the desired road to (Jondokoro. 
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In proceeding to Gondokoroj where Speke, bad he arrived, would 
have found every requisite in my boat sent on from Aboo Kuka in 
July last^ ray objeet was in any case to replenish myself with stores 
and provisions, of which I was now destitute, and in the event of 
his non-arrival to proceed thence southwards in search of him. So 
far from having abandoned the interests of the Speke Expedition, 
I now — as previously, when I withdrew a portion of ray men from 
my trading station, the Bahar il (hizal, for the support of Abd il 
Majid — again prejudiced my commercial intcu'csts by ordering the 
whole of the disposable men, short of an entire abandonment of the 
station, to accompany me in my search for Speke. Tlic necessity 
for thus collecting so strong a force was necessitated by the more 
than usually turbulent state of the tribes, (‘onse(picnt on the raids 
made on them for cattle and slaves by the traders that infested tlui 
locality to be traversed. 

In the territory of the Ncambara, when about half-way on 
our journey, we rejoiced in meeting about sixty of our men. 
The men in question, in conformity with rny orders from Aboo 
Kuka, were rcinforccnnmts from Khartoum, and, with three boats 
for the Speke Ikxpedition, and one for the requirements of my 
trading station, had arrived at Gondokoro on January 20th. In 
reporting the arrival at that pla(;e of Mr. (uoav Sir Samuel) Baker, 
on the 2nd of the following month, they handed me a letter from 
liim dated February Dtli, in which, after thanking me for the hospi- 
tality of my roof during six months’ stay at Khartoum, and revert- 
ing to the irritation caused at the place by my arrest of Amabile 
Moussa, the Maltese, and of my own man Abd il Majid, on a charge 
of slave trading, he says, an accusation was sent to the Consul- 
General against you, signed by nearly all the Europeans at Khar- 
toum, including the oltieial declarations of the t\\;o Consulates, 
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charging you with some former participation in slavery. Of course 
tlie seals of numerous natives ornamented the document.^^ 

With reference to this subject^ tlic men reported that the arrests 
above alluded to^ and ray reports to the local Government charging 
every native trader that I liad met with participation in that traffic, 
liad created great excitement and indignation at Khartoum, and 
that they had heard it currently stated that, in revenge, some 
paper charging me with a similar offence at some former period 
had been put into circulation for signature amongst the traders. 
They further informed me of the circulation of the report of my 
death and party, and that they had set out from Goiulokoro to 
ascertain the truth of that statement, and ex])ressed the greatest 
joy in meeting me. They now returned with me to Gondokoro, 
where we arrived on February 20th, 1803. 

When within sight of this long-desired haven, T cannot express 
the gratification and intense relief we cxjiericnccd at tlius having 
at last realized our ohjeet. It had seemed to us something like a 
phantom : the mor(‘ we advanced and toiled, the farther it appeared 
to recede. When leaving our boats at Aboo Kuka, avc had buoyed 
ourselves up with the hope of reaching this place in the course of 
a month, or six weeks at the outside. Alai?! how vain were our 
hopes I In lieu of travelling some one hundred and fifty miles, 
we had, owing to ignorance of the extent of lowland flooded by 
this untoward and unexampled inundation, traversed four hundred 
miles j thus this journey, instead of six weeks, took us seven 
months^ arduous exertion to accomplish, and, attended as it was 
with loss of life to some of our followers, and witli more sickness, 
privation, pain, and misery to all concerned than it ever has been 
my ill fortune to have experienced, it proved an undertaking of 
greater difficulty to accomplish than it is in my power to explain. 
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My readers will recollect that at the outset of this journey I 
was deeply indchted to the presence of mind and courage of my 
wife at this critical juncture; and, indeed, but for her intrepidity 
it could never have been undertaken. Ignored as all our efforts 
have been by the ])arties most interested, and for wdiose sole 
advantage all this toil was endured and persisted in ; and also 
that at a subsequent period, on our return to England, all recog- 
nition thereof was entirely refused by tlie President and Council 
of the Iloyal Geogi*apbieal Society, 1 cannot refrain, at this stage, 
from paying a ])assing tribute to one whose untiring energy, cou- 
rage, and devotion most materially assisted me in vanquishing all 
impediments and carrying the object I had in view to a successful 
termination. 

Before step])ing on shore at (londokoro, we found not only 
Baker, according to our ex])ectation, but, to our most agreeable 
surprise, also (kq)taius 8j)eke and Grant, who had arrived five days 
previously, and the former was in possession of our dahahyt^h, the 

Kathl('(‘n/^ There also was the boat sent on by us in July from 
Aboo Kuka, and awaiting up to this date the advent of Speke or 
myself. Instead, however, of the cordial meeting 1 had anticipated 
from the ardc'iitly sough t-for, and now suc(*essful, travellers, we 
vverc met with coolness and a positive refusal to i)artake of more 
of our stores or assistance than would satisfy their most urgent 
requirements, and that elsewhere could not be obtained. 

Without any intimation of his reasons for so doing, Speke 
immediately removed his effects from the Kathleen,^^ and, in 
reply to my urgent solicitations that he should retain possession of 
her and accept of as many of the other boats as he wished, to 
proceed on his voyage down the Nile, he coolly replied, do not 
wish to recognize the succour dodge, and friend Baker has oflered 
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me his boats.^^ At a subsequent meeting he, with a view to ignore 
his connection therewith and his letters to me from Jordans 
(see page 80), with great effrontery, asked me wlio it was that 
had prompted the succour dodge ! 

With reference to the subject of our meeting, as quoted in liis 
work (page 608), of which no •mention was made at the time, he 
accuses me of trading at the Neambara; but for a refutation of 
this most extraordinary statement I must merely beg to refer the 
reader to the body of this work, and without further comments 
upon the memory of one now no more, request the public to draw 
their own inferences with regard to the truth of this statement, and 
leave to their consideration the merits or demerits of his conduct. 
But were it true that 1 had been trading, was it not in connection 
thercMuth that I first became known to the Iloyal Geographical 
Society? and was it not in accordance therewith that this very 
expedition was jdanned? and had Captain Speke forgotten hishdter 
to me from Jordans,'^ dated December 22nd, 1851), wherein he 
suggested that geography and trade. might be combined? and re- 
ferred to page 80, Vol. II. 

With reference to (Captain Grant, who, on the contrary, was most 
friendly at Gondokoro, a change in his syml)athics had evidently 
taken place since his return to England, and I was not a little 
surprised to find the following ])assage relative to our meeting at 
Gondokoro in his book, A Walk across Africa,^^ page 3G0. lie 
says : 

But where was Petherick ? Had he made no preparations for 
us ? or, finding w^e Averc not able to keep time, liad he desjiaircd 
and given up the search ? A handsome diabeak and luggage-boat 
of his Avere here, but there Avere neither letters nor instructions for 
us. He himself was not at Gondokoro, and had never been there. 
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Instead of co-operating with our expedition^ he had gone to his 
own ivory depot in the west, and only arrived at Gondokoro four 
days after ourselves. We learned from Baker that kind friends in 
England had jdaced £1,000 in the hands of Mr. Pethcriek for our 
succour, and were doubly surprised he had made no effort to meet 
us. It was to M. de Bouo^s men, and not Mr. Pctljerick^s, that we 
wore indebted for our escort. I feel it due to tlie memory of my 
companion to state these facts, and to say tliat I had tlie same 
feeling of disapp^'intment he had, and that our meeting witli IMr. 
Pethcriek was by no means tlic cordial one we anticii)atcd. Having 
been previously supplied with all lu^cossaries and three return boats 
by Baker, for conveying us to Khartonin, we required nothing, 
save a few yards of calico, to replace the bark-cloth of our twenty 
Seedees, and this we obtained from the stores of ^Ir. Pethcriek. 

Now, I cannot but think that the impression conveyed to tlie 
public must be that I not only neglectted my duty to the Speke 
Expedition, in pursuit of my own interests, but that, with respeett 
to the £1,000 eontriliuted, 1 made no use of it for tlmt purpose, 
rendered no services, nor made any return whatever for it. Aiiy 
casual reader, after perusal of the above ])asKsngos, would, it sti’ikes 
me, lay down the book with that impression upon his mind. 

Before dismissing wdtli an emphatic denial tlu’ truth of Captain 
Grant’s statements, I may remark that in accordance with my 
letter, appended as it was to the instructions of the Uoyal Geo- 
graphical Society, and forwarded for Captain Speke by the (kdonial 
Office, June lltb, LSOO, to the Cape in tlio Governor’s liag — the 
Speke Expedition bad no right to expect mon' than tw o boats and 
men to await them w ith supplies at Gondokoro. Instead of twx), 
they found four boats awaiting them, one of Avhicb had licen there 
for that purpose upwards of four months pixivious to their advent to 

u 
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that plaoCj and the four were there eight months beyond the term 
June, 18()2, after which (see Proceedings/^ Vol. V., No. 1) I was 
no longer bound to provide for them. To give the reader an idea 
of the manner in which I had provided for the travellers, I venture 
to quote from a pamphlet, by Jolin A. Timic, Esq., May 12th, 
18GI', and entitled, ^^Geographical Notes of Expeditions in Cen- 
tral Africa by Three Hutch Ladies.^^ The ladies say they never 
saw a more disappointed man than Mr. Pcthcriek, He and his 
wife have luid dreadful ill luck. He had made the best arrange- 
ments to meet Captain Speke, and his boats were loaded and dis- 
pat(died with all sorts of good things for his use. They set ofi‘ 
too late from Khartoum, in March, 1S()2, and the winds being 
then adverse, caused much delay and damage to their boats, and 
they were consequently obliged to abandon them and proceed by 
hind from Aboo Kuka. This was the end of August,* 18()2 ; and 
it being then tlie rainy season, that phuu^ proved im})ractieablc. 
They were delayed from August to February by rain, by deep 
morasses, by affrays with inhospitable natives, and by illness ; and 
only arrived at Gondokoro in February, 1863, five days after 
Captain Speke, who had previously accepted Mr. Baker’s provisions 
and boat, and refused further aid from Mr. Pcthcriek, so that lie 
liad to retain all lie had sent forward for Captain Speke’s require- 
ments, which was fortunate for us, for we were tlius provided witli 
wine, pale ale, tea, soap, pearl barley, Lemanns’ biscuits, an 
India-rubber boat — nay, we cainiot say wliat. It is strange to 
find these luxuries lierc, and we enjoy tlicm greatly.’’ 

That the boats were there Captain Grant himself partially admits, 
by acknowledging few yards of calico” from my stores; and 


* Should be Auirusi 1st, 
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that they were not made use of for tlic downward voyage to Khar- 
toum — nor but a trifling quantity of stores aecepted — was surely 
no fault of mine. 

Captain Grant says that he had learned from 1 laker ^tliat kind 
friends in England had placed £1,000 in the hands of Mr. Pcthcrick 
for our succour, and were doubly surprised that he made no effort 
to meet us.^^ Captain Grant might have added tliat I placed in 
his own hands the prospectus of the Iloyal Geographical Society 
concerning the subscription fund of the so-called succour dodge.^^ 
Moreover, prior to the date of the publication of his work, the 
Royal Gcograpliical Society were in possession of the accounts of 
my expedition, by which Captain Grant might have seen that, in 
lieu of the £1,000 referred to, the sum total of the expenditure 1 
had incurred in my efforts to assist him had amounted to upwards 
of five times that sum. 

The excess of £1,000 and ujiwards, over and above the sum 
subscribed, was witli no slight effort and saerifii’e obtained entirely 
from my own resources ; and T venture to liope, tliat if Captain 
Grant is at a loss to appreciate the efforts I had made, and the 
pri'parations at Gondokoro for the arrival of Captain Speke and 
himself, the subscribers to my fund and a just public will view the 
subject in a different liglit. They may regret, with myself, that I 
was not on the scene five days earlier in iierson ; but they must, 
1 think, admit the injustice of Cai)taiu (now (k)loucl) Grant’s 
assertion that T had made no eff’ort to meet him. 

Rut when it is considered that the advent of the Speke Overland 
Expedition from Zanzibar was sixteen mouths behind its appointed 
time at Gondokoro, considering also the unprecedented rainy sea- 
son which commenced two months earlier than usual, with its 
accompanying southerly and contrary winds, inundating thousands 


9 — 2 
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of square miles, and that my means of meeting him were confined 
cliiefly to sailing boats up the Nile, 1 think I have a fair claim to 
the consideration of tlie Koyal Geographical Society for having 
kept my appointment within half that loss of time, viz., seven 
months, after the estimated period of my arrival. 

With reference to Spoken's acceptance of sin)plics and boats from 
Mr. Baker, however praiseworthy in the first instance the motive 
may have been, upon the rumour of my deatli at Khartoum, for 
Mr. Baker to get up an expedition to replace my loss to the Speke 
Expedition, 1 feel that with his knowledge that my boats, with 
every requisite, had, prior to him, left Khartoum for Gondokoro to 
support the Zanzibar hLxpedition and our own, and my personal 
subsequent advent at that place in sutlicicnt time for every prac- 
tical pur[)Osc, when 1 imparted to him tlie great efforts I had 
made to keep my appointment, he should have felt in duty bound 
to give way, and j^ermit me to complete the j)rogramme I had 
undertaken. 

There is no doubt in m}^ mind that it was the rei)ort of my death 
that induced Mr. Baker to undertake this expedition ; and that, 
although not admitted at the time, he was also cucouragx^d so to do 
l)y the lioyal (jeographieal Society, I think flic following letter, re- 
ceived by me at a subsequent date from Captain Speke, will prove : 


“ KTTATITOUM, 

“ naiTisH Consulate, 

April \Wi, ISfia. 

“ Mv DEAR PETnETlTCK, 

We came clown the Nile all right, the last nugger arriving 
xm the fortieth day, and have lived ever since very comfortably 
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under the tender care of your fair Eatma.* To-morrow we hope 
to be well away in the early morning, consigning your small 
packages to their destination in as good order as you gave 
them to us. The S])ade8 you were good enough to give me, 
I have made over to Eatty, as our reis bought sheep on the way 
with dollars. I was sorry to find, on arrival here, that the 
townspeople had rej)orted you dead, and in consequeiH'O of it 
the Koyal Ge()graj)hical Society had determined on sending the 
second thousand ])ounds io llaker, with a view to assist him in 
looking afitir us. 

“I’liis now was too bad, for llhalil t never gave the slightest 
credeiujc to the re})ort brought down by the luerclumts, and said 
so in answer to liis brother’s imjuiries concerning it at Cairo. 

“To make tlio best of the matter, and to do justice to all, 1 
wrote home a full exjdanation of our conversation at homo before 
we left England, and the j)(»sition in whicli we met at Goudokoro. 

“ Should you feel inclined to write a full statement of the 
dinicLillies you had to contend with in going up the White .Nile, 
it would be a great relief to the miml of (‘very person connected 
with the succouring funds, and also to myself, as the peoples’ 
tongiK^s are always busy in this meddling world. 

“ Witli Grant’s best wishes, cHmjointly with my own, to Mrs. 
P(*therick and yourself, for your iiealth and safety in the far 
interior, 

“ Ilelicve me, 

“ \"ours truly, 

“ J. 11. SPElvE.” 


The unpleasantness with Spekci was but a preliminary to my ill 
fortune at Gondokoro. IJImr.sliid and Agad’s men, a few clays in 


My liotisckccpcr. 


t Illailil, my Aral) at. Klinrtoam. 
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advance of ns, from their station adjoining my own at Wayo, had 
committed ahorninahlc outrages on the negroes during their march. 
At tlieir urgent request to protect them, I brought with me to 
Ciondokoro some Barri men, in order to reclaim for them some 
girls that these Aral)s had ca])turcd. This circumstance, in addition 
to the previous steps I had taken to arrest tliis abominable and, to 
legitimate trade, most ruinous traffic, like the application of a 
match to a powder-magazine, produced a most bitter explosion 
against me on the part of Arab traders, their representatives, and 
several hundred of their interested servitors. This excitement is 
alluded to in Dr. Muriels letter, ([noted in the body of the work, 
page 311, \^.)1. 1. ; but any description of mine can give only a faint 
idea of its intensity. 

My own men, some two hundrc'd and fifty in number, either 
blood relations or otherwise closely allied to the traders, although 
on (Altering ray s(;rviee they had bound themselves to keep aloof 
from slave traffic, joined in the commotion, and the upshot was the 
breaking open of my stores, an indulgence in arakl, sjurits of wine, 
icu., and tlic stealing of ammunition. To siidi an extent were their 
reckless fusillades carricxl that a boy on ])oard the Kathleen’^ 
was shot, and, but for their arrant cowardice, tluiy would have 
deliberately accoixled to me the same fate. 

Furnished as 1 was with the most elaborate materials for explo- 
ration e\er collected at this s])ot, owing to my exercls(i of the 
duties of British Consul in the prevention of the slave trafim, I 
now had the mortilicatiou to see them crumble away. Some hun- 
dred of the men, regardless of my onhrs to the (contrary, decided 
to I’cturii forthwith to my trading station at Wayo; others, princi- 
pally hunters, would do nothing but proceed down the Nile, 
nominally to shoot elephants, but in reality to dcjuivc me of their 
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fervicos and do just as they pleased ; a third party, more straiglit- 
forvvard than the rest, seized a boat, and, protesting in strong 
language that they would serve no man unless permitted to eapture 
slaves, they forthwith let go from the shore and proceeded direct 
to Khartoum. 

Bad as they were, I must give a few of tluun the eredit they 
deserve of showing good feeling. Seeing that they were abandon- 
ing us in very ill health, with two boats and but five men to guard 
tliem, eleven of the deserters stepped out, and generously declared 
^^for the sake of ^ bread and salt,^ go where I Avould, my fate 
should be theirs.^’ 

Baker, known as my countryman, was supposed to be as antago- 
nistic to the slave trade as myself, and experienced, in conscuqenec, 
a similar ineonvenieiu^e, lie had brought an escort of forty-six 
men, far too small for anything in tluj shape? of imh'pendent 
exploration; but of those only sixteen nanained laithful to him, 
Soon after this event I received the following eonuiiunications 
from him : 


'•(JONDOKOUO, 

Mtrrrh^ 1S(>;.>. 

“ Sih% 

“This morning my escort openly mutinied, refusing to 
])roceed upon the journey, and threatening to shoot the valiccl 
and desert me if 1 insisted upon tlieir aceom])anying me. 1 am 
thus stoj>])ed in my intended exploration after a large outlay, and 
having no authority over my men, who are Egyjdian subjects, I 
ap]dy to you as Coiisiil for the necessary assistance under the 
circumstances. 


“ (Signed) SAMUEL BAKEii.’^ 
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“ J. pKTlIERICK, Esq., 


“GONDOKORO, 

“ March 25^//, IBGS. 


“ lI.Ji.M, Comul^ ismdan. 

SiH, 

“TIio mutiny of tlie men specially engaged. by me in 
Khartoum as escort for my expedition to tlie sources of the Nile 
lias prevented mo from attempting a forward movement from 
Gondokoro. 

The expedition fitted out for the object above mentioned is 
tlierelbre, frustrated at its very commencement by the mutinous 
refusal of the men to jiroceed. 

“These men are, therefore, individually and collectively re- 
sponsible for the outlay of tb.e expedition, which has failed 
through their mnfiiiy. 

“1, therefore, recpiest you to make km^wn my claim to the 
Egyjitian authorities against the men composing my escort, 
tliey being Egyptian subjects, for whom the Government is 
responsible. 

“The amount of this claim is, for the present moment, £700 
sterling; from Khartoum to Gondokoro. 

“In addition to this, 1 claim for all expenses 1 have incurred 
from Constantino])1e to Khartoum, and f<^r those that 1 shall 
incur from Gondokoro to Alexandria. 


“ 1 am, 

“ Tridy yours, 

“SAAIGEL W BAKEli.” 


From being in jircciscly the same fix with ray own more miracrous 
escort^ T was not only ])OA\erless at tlic time to afford the slightest 
assistance, but bad 1 made tlie attempt the probability is it would 
liavc proved disastrous to us both. 
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Baker, anxious to do something, had been incited by Speke to 
explore tlic Little Luta Nzigi ; and from the fact of my having 
reported a nameless sheet of water, dcscriljcd as a ^^deep and 
wide river,^^ west of tlfc locality, llowing west, during my travels 
fj'om the Baliar il Gazal in 1858 (sec Proceedings of the Royal 
Geographical Society Vol. V., No. 1, page 39), and Mussaad, in 
his search for Speke Iroin my station at Wayo, having also heard 
of tlie Luta Nzigi, I was naturally anxious to sec and explore 
the waters myself. But for the mutiny of my men, it would have 
been an easy task lo accom])lish. Now, however, reduced to equal 
forces, and to make the best of them, my proposal to Baker to 
combine and push for the latter was no sooner made than acec])ted. 
lie, however, literally calculated without his hosts; for no sooner 
were his men informed of the ])rojc(‘t than the rascals protested 
that they would not move an inch in my company, and in the 
hour of its birth the infant ]>r()j(‘ct (;x)urcd. 

My last hope for further e\])loration had received its death-blow ; 
and Baker, who had bc'cii previously sorely disappointed l)y l)c BonoV 
agent disgracefully leaving him in the lurch after having promised 
him safe convoy with his powerful band to Faloro, was at his wits’ 
end. There remained no choice but to attaidi himself to a large 
body of Hhurshid’s men, about to proceed to their station, some five 
days’ journey to the eastward of Gondokoro. Ilis ambition pointed 
south; but, like myself from Aboo Kuka to Gondokoro, he could 
do nothing but submit to the inconvenience of an innmuise detour, 
with the hope of eventually alluring the traders to extend their 
operations towards the field of his ultimate hard-earned and well- 
merited success. 

In order to insure his cx])cditious return to Khartoum, on the 
13t]i of March, 1803, for the consideration of 0,210 Egyptian 
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piastres, equal to .tGl, I engaged to supply him with a large 
dahahyeh and t\venty ardehs (about twenty im])erial quarters) of 
dourra at Gondokoro, not later than the 1st of June, 1801. The 
last communication, on the eve of his departure, is as follows : 


“ CONDOKORO, 

March 2t>th, 

‘‘My beau Fetiieiiick, 

“Will you be good enough to send me a line, receipted, 
for the amount 1 am indebted to you for the fat? and 1 also add 
a dollar for the auger, if you will include that in the note. 

“ (Signed) 8. A\^. BAKER.’* 


Spoke and Grant had previously left in Baker’s boats for Khar- 
toum. The foruK'r, although consigned by me to Grant, had taken 
charge of from five hundred to six hundred plants, which he 
])ronused in my name, and under similar conditions to the collec- 
tion made by Grant, to present to Kew Gardens ^‘in as good order 
as you gave them to us,” as he remarks in a ktter alrcaidy quoted. 

1 may here state that u})ou a recent application to the proper 
quarter for the nomenclature of my plants, with a view to append 
it to this work, to my dismay I was iiifornu'd that my plants had 
been passed into the herbarium with my name attached, but no 
list of them had been made out, and that it was not ])ossible to 
accede to my request. During a further correspondence, in which 
I expressed my disappointment, considering the expense I had 
incurred by tlic cm])loymcnt of two professional gentlemen, Drs. 
Muric and Brownell, for the collection of plants, 1 drew a com- 
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parison between this treatment and that reeeived at the hands of 
the authorities at the British Museum, to whose kindness I owe 
Appendices B and C of this work. 

Unlike Speke, I could procure no particulars of my plants; and 
it is the more vexations inasmuch as I believe my party to be the 
only one that ever culled and preserved the desert Flora of Aboo 
Hamad. The district on the confines of the tropics is so seldom 
favoured with rain that it is perhaps the most scorched and barren 
desert it has ever been my fate to traverse. On the eve of our 
erossiiiijj the deseit from Korosko, in August, 1801, it liad not 
beem nioistcii(‘d by rain for nine years, when two days^ heavy 
tliunder-storms thorouglily drenched it, and not only cooled the 
almost intolerable heat, but produced a delightful vegetation, 
covering tlie immense plains with a refresliing tint, and giving all 
a pleasant occupation in gatliering and preserving tlio newly grown 
dowers. These, inst(‘ad of being enumerated in the present work, 
it appears to me, adonuMl anotheUs collection. 

After a succession of fevers and a variety of illnesses that 
fastened upon my wile and myself during our return voyage and 
residence at Kluirtoum, as a substitute for the excitement of travel, 
I was laid up witli a scries of guinea- worms revelling in the lleshy 
part of my right leg and foot. Whilst in this state, a paragraph 
from the ‘^Overland Mail’^ was placed in my liands, descriptive of 
a bampiet in honour of (kiptaiii 8p(‘ke on his return to Taunton. 
In that portion of his address touching upon the slave trade, he 
(as it was broadly stated in another papei*) o])viously referred to me 
when saying, nuai with authority emanating from our Govern- 
ment, who are engagx'd with the native kings in the diabolical 
slave trade. My experience of Speke at Goiidokoro, and also 
the tone of his last letter, written under my roof at Khartoum, 
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and quoted a few paui^es back, ill prepared me for so wilful an 
elfusioii of slander and calumny. TIk' blow was as bard as I could 
well bear ; therefore, in accoi'dancc with the advice of friends at 
home, and considering the distance I was from the scene of action 
to answer through tlic press, 1 decided, in lieu tliercof, at a future 
date to enter proceedings against Captain Speke. Ilis subsequent 
deplorable death, while on my way home, unfortunately dcjudvcd 
me of this satisfaction. 

With a view to embrace the whole of these unwarrantable asper- 
sions, I must again refer to Mr. Baker’s letter of 2nd February, 
1 wherein he states : An accusation was sent to the Consul- 
(fCiu'ral against you, signed ])y nearly all the Europeans at Khar- 
toum, including tlie ollicial declarations of two ("onsulates, charging 
you with some former participation in slavery. Of course the seals 
of numerous natives ornamenlcMl the document,’^ 

Witliout further coirimeut tqjon the absurdity of my ])rosecuting 
others in the event of my ever having ex’poscd myself to a similar 
charge, 1 will simply lay bc'fore an impartial ])ul)lic a few of the 
most im])ortaut documents I thought, umUu’ the eireumstances, it 
would he to my interest to acquire?. 

To understand the first two documents, it will be necessary for 
me to carjy the reader back to the year 1851), when, for the first 
time, 1 left Khartomn for Fngland. Twelve mouths afterwards, 
the Austrian (’onsular Agent, Dr. Natteier, now deceased, reported 
at length, in (ierrnan, to his Consul -Ceueral at Alexandria upon 
the lioiTors of the recently established slave trade on the White 
Nile. Translated into Frencli by Her Majesty’s Agent, his report 
reached me through the Foreign Office in December, 1800. In it‘ 
the following passage occurs : 

llereuscmcnt qu’aueun Autriehien ct soit dit a ITionncur de 
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rAlleinaj^o, jamais iin Allcmaiul nc sc rend vers Ic Nil Blanc; ils 
sent tons etahlis ici ; dc tontc le (iolonic do Kliartonm il n^y a qne 
Ics Fran^ais^ ct dc plus un Anglais^ ct un Maltais^ qui trafiquent 
d^csclaves^ et sc rendent coupables des actions hontcuses dont jo 
viens de parlcr/’ 

Now, as I was tlie only Englishman that traded on the White 
Nile, there could be no doubt that the slave aec’iisation partially 
referred to myself. Therefore, upon my fii’st meeting with D]‘. 
Nattcrer at Khartoum, oji my rTturu in ]S()1, T sought an expla- 
nation of the otfensive paragraph in (piestion, with this result : 


“ KTTAirrOFM. 

March . 11 ///, isc-i. 

“ Witli r(‘spe('t lo Tuy report of IIh' oth April, ISiPO, No. 7(h 
lotlu^ l.lt. Austrian (\>iisiil;;1o-(M‘npral, 1 l)('g to lufori)) you Ihnt 
in t1i(» Iraiislntion of that rt'port into Kn'tu'li an nnplensaut error 
lias (’repi in. After 1 had des(Tihod the bartering tracie with the 
Jiegro ])oj)ulations as having sulVered in consequenec of the slave 
l7\a(le, 1 said tliat tlic (lennans were settled here in Khartoum, 
and that Frenchmen, Italians, one Englishman, and one Alaltcse 
carried on trade u])on tlic White Kiver. The translator has 
erroneously taken this to mean aJare trade. At tliat time I did 
not at all know who was carrying on the slave trade on the Wliife 
Eiver, and therefore not the slightest inqiutation was intended to 
be cast upon you, wliich fact 1 hereby acknowledge. 

“ (^^igned) Dr. d OSEPTT N ATTEEEE, 

“ Admin'hsfrnior of Ihr Imperial Jlayal 
A (otfriaN ( ansalair. 


“John FETiiEincK, Esq.*’ 
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“ kiiahtoom, 

“JA/?/ 11)///, 18G4. 

“ Sill, 

“ In compliance with the request addressed to me that 
I should afford you an explanation respecting a denunciation to 
the effect that you at one time were engaged in the slave trade in 
the Soudan, I have the honour t>f declaring most conscientiously • 

“That no accusation to that effect against your respected per- 
son has ever at any time come to my knowledge, nor have I ever 
heard anything to this cffect^during the period when I acted as 
Austrian Vice-Consul here, from 1S52 to 1S5S, or since that 
time during our many years’ acquaint an (*e in Khartoum and 
Kordofan. 

“ I have already expressed myself two years ago to the same 
effect, respecting a similar unworthy insinuation in reports 
which had been ])ul)lished in the ‘ (Teograj)hical Journal’ of 
A. Petermann. 

“Asl hear, the deceased Imperial Jioyal Austrian Consulati? 
Administrator, Joseph Katterer, has jmef’errod an indirect com- 
plaint against you on this subject to his Consul-Oeneralate in 
Egypt, concerning which you have had to render explanations to 
your Oovernment. 

“ 1 take the liberty also of deedaring fiTrthcr that the preferrer 
of the said complaint wuis designated by his chief, the Imperial 
lioyal Austrian Consui-Geiieral, Von Schreimer, in presence of 
myself and the Imperial Koval Austrian Ministerial Councillor, 
Von Auber, as, a person upon whom no reliance could he placed, 
and consequently tlic accusation alluded to can possess neither 
legal value nor inlluencc. 

“ I am quite ready, in case of need, to confirm the above 
statements by oath. 

“(Signed) THEObOKE YON IIEUOLIN, 

‘‘ Tht' liiUffd \Y uH i'mhcvfj ('ourl (\>>iNrUh>r,"' 
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‘‘ KHAPTOTTM, 

24fZf, 18f;4. 

Sift, 

“ I am astonished to learn that you have been accused of 
liaving carried on an illicit trade at Kordofan and on the White 
River. I can positively state that, having been for many years 
your neighbour in Kordofan, 1 have seen nothing in your conduct 
that would warrant such a defamation of character. Like an 
honest man you engaged in tlie regular trade of the produce ot 
the country, such as gum and iv'ory. 

“1 never went to the White Nile while you were there. I 
know that you had several establisliinents which furnished quan- 
tities of ivory; and 1 never heard it reported that you were 
carrying on a trade 1‘orbidden by law. 

T do not doubt but that you will be able to confound the 
false reports which may have been circulated against you. 


‘John rETiiiniieK, Esc^.” 


‘‘ (Signed) G. TlllBATJT, 

‘ ‘ A ihn i H tufraim' of 1 he I tn prvHi / 
yuu -(htl^’uhtit‘ of Pnnter. 


KITAPTOUM, 

'■y/d tnut rf^ 2S///, JSB4. 

“Sfu, 

“ T have the honour to declare that during the last ten 
years, my having been at Khartoum, and spent an entire year at 
Gondokoro, where you Imd an establishment, T have never heard 
of your being engaged in slave traffic, or of your agents en- 
gaging in siuh trade on your account. 

‘‘ (Signed) M. L. IIANSAL, 

“ Pro Mintfipi v of the J,Il, (hmiulalr 
of A oaf r'nt for Prolrnj A frica. ^ 


“ John Pktueuick, Esq.” 
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It will be seen, with reference to dates, that I have followed up 
this subject irrespective of their erdoi of succession, and to dispose 
of it I must beg to continue in the same manner as far as other 
sul)jccts are concerned, and now retrace my steps to 1803. 

The ^Hiue and cry that had been raised against me vanished 
on my return to Khartoum, and I had no difficulty in procuring 
men for the C(piipnient of the Kathleen for Baker, and two 
other boats for the requirements of my trade. AVlicn all prepara- 
tions had been organized and the men ])repai(l, some new regulation 
on the part of the Egyptian (jovc'rnment for the future conduct of 
the White Nile trade were unex|)cctedly issued. They were de- 
signed, it was statc^d, '^for the better siq)pression of the slave 
trade but, in reality, as it was evident to every one conversant 
with the subject and the ways and means of the Egy])tian Govern- 
ment, the design was to nu)noj)olize the ivory and ebony trad(?, 
and by the exclusion of private traders from the locality, to secure 
for the Egyptian Government total exemption from the occasion- 
ally troublesome supervision of what were termed “ meddling 
Europcans.^^ 

These measures, under the name of IVerlw (poll tax), were so 
directly opposed to the stijmlations of the Infcrnational Commei*cial 
Treaty, that in confoimiity with my instructions as British (k)nsul, 
and my .interest as a trader, 1 could not assent, but to the utmost 
of my power opposed them. It was in vain that, in order to make 
matters smooth, 1 offered, under protest, to comply with the arbi- 
trary demands of the Egyptian Government, and to remit the 
subject for the consideration and decision of a superior authority. 
Nothing would do but my immediate personal obligation for the 
amount due in taxes on my men, a written statement that the 
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amount was paid of my own free will^ and that I acknowledged the 
justice of the measure ! 

This was too much ! and withholding my assent, I was oflicially 
informed that 1 might do what I liked with my boats, but that 
not a man in my employ should leave Khartoum/^ In order to 
keep ray arrangements with Baker, I*eoiiformcd witliout further 
Viur, and paid the tax ; but, with regard to my trade, it was tlius 
summarily stopped. I, however, resolved that as soon as my wife^s 
and iny own health would permit, to ])roeecd to seek that redress 
from Her !Majesty\s Government to which, as a British subject, I 
felt myself entitled. 

Moosa Pasha, the then Governor- General of the Soudan, a 
thorougli tyrant and great tac^tician, knowing that I had hitherto 
met with no support whatever from my Government, either with 
respect to commercial (piestions or the steps 1 had taken in pro- 
secuting persons engaged in the slave trade, had presumed, upon 
the probability of their continued inaction, and had allowed matters 
to take their course as described. But so soon as it w^as knowni to 
him that Earl llussell had abolislu'd my Consulate, then there were 
no bounds to his uriraitigatcal rage for my ruin. After our depar- 
ture from Khartoum he issued instructions to liis sub-govei*uors to 
])rcvent our obtaining the necessary number of camels wdicrew ith to 
cross the desert of Aboo Hamad. 

Two months w'cre frittered away in fruitless endeavours to obtain 
twenty-five camels by promises of unheard-of high rates of pay. 
As a last resource, intimidation prevailed upon a local despot to 
send us eight camels. Thus, in addition to our ow u two drome- 
daries, and by the abandonment of every dispensable article of 
luggage it w^as thought we might, with safety to our lives, succeed 
,in crossing the most sterile and forbidding of deserts. We did 
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cross it; but our sufferings from the excessive heat, diminished 
rations of water, and the fatigue induced by eighteen hours a day 
in the saddle, it is out of my power to describe. 

Knowing that my Government held slavery in the greatest 
abhorrence, this Pasha judged that if he could commit me of it, 
both my ruin and his revenge for my opposition to the Werko 
tax would be aecomplishod. How he set about it the following 
translations of French documents will show : 


“ RKin^KK, 

“ Aiujusl \)ih^ 

“ Si if, 

“ We have received the letter you wrote on August 6th, 
to-day, and by which you inform us that during your forced 
sojourn here (at Berber) for want of camels, one of your ele])]iant 
hunters, named (landil Nast, has arrived here, and Las been pre- 
sented to you, and has given you a verbal report of the events 
which have taken place at Khartoum after your departure from 
that city, and you add that as these events appear to be of a very 
grave character when taken in connection wutli iho infamous 
accusations brought against you by Jlis Excellency the Governor- 
(ircneral, Moosa i’asha, you recpiest us to have the said servant 
called for the purpose of cross-examining him, and reporting to 
you the result of our interrogation, so that in case of need you 
might, at any future time, be able to enlighten your Consul as 
to the means the Governor- General has resorted to for the pur- 
pose of obtaining false evidence detrimental to your honour from 
your servants. 

In conformity with your wish, we have had before uo Gandil 
Nast, the person in question, and the following, Sir, is a laitliful 
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report of the details he has given us, relative to the events that 
have taken place at Khartoum during your absence. 

“ 1st. During the return to Khartoum of your servants, who 
were upon the White Kiver (in June, 1864) the boat that con- 
veyed them stopped at different military posts established on the 
White liiver for the pur 2 )ose of preventing the slave trade, and 
supi)orted by the Egyptian Government; the boat was minutely 
inspected, and the servants were questioned several times, and 
at length, finding nothing illegah the officers commanding these 
different po'^ls gave the boatmen a passport, by which means 
they were enabled to reacli Khartoum. 

‘‘2nd. The same servant states that on arriving at Khartoum, 
the local Governor demanded from your servants the immediate 
payment of the personal tax or duty called ‘ Werho.^ This pay- 
ment having been made, the Governor- General ordered that this 
said servant, as w(dl as your special agent Abdel Rahman, should 
he thrown into prison and separated one from another. 

“ After five days’ dctenlion, this hunter was examined by 
Moosa Pasha, who asked him if he had not taken any slaves, 
and if you had not expressly ordered him to carry on the trade. 
TJie hunter replied that he had never seen slaves either bought 
or sold, and that, on the contrary, you had always energetically 
forbidden him to carry on this dreadful trade. 

“ Tliis repl}" made the Governor- General order five hundred 
blows of the ‘ courhafeh ’ — (a Avhip of hij)popotamii8-hide) — to 
be given to the serl^int ; and we have ourselves learned that the 
above-mentioned hunter or servant still hears upon his liead, 
bach, and shoulders, the marks, more or less deep and still un- 
healed, of the blows of the ^ courhnivh' After this, the same 
Governt)r- General ordered baked bricks to be placed on the in- 
l^sido of his elbow-joints, the bricks being retained in that position 
by lashing the wrist to the arm below the shoulder, and he then 
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exposed him for six hours to a burning sun, forbidding any 
person to give him water to drink; and finally, tliis same servant 
adds that for five consecutive days the same questions were again 
and again put to him, and they being followed by the same reply, 
he was again submitted to the same torture. 

“3rd. On the sixth day, the said Governor-Greneral had the 
said servant brought before him, and informed him that if he did 
not declare in writing that you had ordered him to carry on the 
slave trade, he would ])lacc with him in his prison five Albanian 
soldiers, and subject him to treatment unfit for publication; to 
which your servant replied that he -would prefer to be placed at 
the mouth of a loaded cannon and die rather than submit to it. 
The Pasha then despairing of obtaining from him the avowals he 
desired, again gave him a new ajiplication of the ‘ courhafcJi^'* 
and spitting in his face, had him thrown out of his divan, and ho 
tlius obtained his liberty. 

“ 4th. The same servant declares that the so-called Faki Ma- 
hommed, your Arab secretary, was carried away from his house 
at Haifa} a by five soldiers, Avith a jirougcd fork round his neck, 
and dragged to the feet of the Pasha, by whom he was examined, 
and was then put in ])rison. 

“Such, Sir, are the explanations furnished by your native 
hunter as to the events which have passed at Khartoun after 
your dejmrturc, and we trust that they may help to enlighten 
the persons called on to judge the grave case between you and 
His Exeelleney the Governor-Gciicrdl of Suudaii. 

“ We have the honour to he, Sir, 

“ Yours truly, 

“FERD LzVFAEGTJE, 

“Hr. THEODOPvE BE HEUGLTN, 

. fhtatsrllor o/ JT'tH 

“ To Mr. John pKTlIErneiC, ihr Kinfj of ' 

‘Wc., X:c., 
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BEKBEP, 

“ Ai(gust Wiy 18^.4. 

‘‘We, Consul of Prussia at Cairo, certify that the signature 
of Mr. Theodore de lleuglin written above is that of his own 
hand, in tefjtiinony of which we have signed these presents, and 
have fixed the seal uf the Consulate thereto. 

“ The Consul of .Prussia, 

“BEUGSCJl. 

‘‘Cairo, Jjiiiuary lillli, 


On November 25tli we moored our boat alongside tlu^ island of 
lioda^ opposite to Old Cairo ; and on the other side of the island 
— within a few hundred yards; — lay JMoosa Pasha^s steamboat. 
Strange to say, at an early hour on the following morning the 
Pasha left for tlie Soudan ; and so nnexpoetc'd and hurried wore 
his movements, that some of his attendants wore left behind. 

That he had done his worst was soon made apparent by Mr. 
licade, our acting Consul (rciKTal, on my reporting myself, inform- 
ing me that ITis Highness the \ iecToy had verbally accused me of 
slave trading. On this, Mr. Reade invited His Highness to make 
a formal charge, so that he might act accordingly. In compliance 
with Mr. lieade/s suggestion, 1 waited the retuj’ii from Hngland of 
Mr. (now Sir Robert) (hdquhonii, and then officially urged the 
advancement of the charge. 

Two or three communications (during as many months) having 
met with no response from the Egyj)tian (jovernment, Sir Robert 
advised my proceeding to .Ihigland for the purpose of pressing my 
claim for compensation from the Vic^croy, for the loss of mv trade, 
which he himself could not entertain. As 1 had given ample 
opportunity to the Egyptian Government for the advancement of 
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any charge against me^ he considered me exonerated ; and that if, 
even at any future time, proceedings should be instigated, he could 
no longer take notice of them. 

To conclude this subject. In reply to my earnest request that 
Her Majesty Government would grant me the closest investiga- 
tion, in order to afllbrd me an opportunity to refute any charges or 
misstatements that may have been made with reference to any 
connection on my part Avith the slave trade, or derogatory to my 
honour,^^ I hope 1 may be pardoned for quoting the following 
letter : 


“FOJIETGX OFFKJK, 

“ Jt(»v 21.n 7, ist;.**. 

“ Sru, 

I am directed by Earl Tiussell to acknowledge the receipt 
of year letter of the Ist instant, stating that you liave reason to 
believe tliat reports liave been made against your character in 
connection with the slave trade, during the time you W'ere 
einjdoyed as ITcr Majesty’s Consul for the Soudan, and reciuest- 
ing that an inquiry may he instituted, in order to enable you to 
refute any charges or misstatements that may haAm boon made 
derogatory to your honour. 

“ In reply, I am to state that Her Majesty’s Government have 
been informed that no trade lias liitherto been carried on by 
native and European traders on the AYhite Nile, and in tlie 
Soudan, without an indirect, if not a direct, encouragement 
being given to the slave trade ; and that this traffic in slaves is 
incidental to, and arises out of, the ivory trade along that river. 

“ A proof of this is furnished by the fact of sla\"es having 
been conveyed in your own boats ; although — as you stated at 
the time, and as Her Majesty’s Government are willing to believe 
— without your knowledge or sanction. ® 
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I am to add that there is no evidence before Her Majesty's 
Government that you had any direct participation in this traffic ; 
and Her Majesty's Government acquit you of any such partici- 
pation. 

“(Signed) A. II. LAYAliD. 

= John Petjiekick, Esq., 


•See., 


The above document will, 1 think, be more to the purpose than 
anything I could say, and tluircforc I disj)ensc with further com- 
ment, and allow the reader to form his own judgment of the value 
of tlie charges which directly or indirectly have been laiinchcd 
against me. 


I must now beg to retrace my steps to Khartoum. 

On the 31st December, 1803, 1 received the first intelligence of 
Consul Cameron’s imprisonment by Theodore, and I at once com- 
municated it under flying seal through Her IMajcsty^s Agent to the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. In concluding my letter, 
I say : 

If Her Majesty^s Government believes me competent, I place 
myself at its disposal for the execution of any mission to the Court 
of Abyssinia.^' 

From the circumstance of some slight attention that I had been 
enabled to show the Emperor, through the medium of the visits of 
occasional Abyssinians of rank to Khartoum, and his knowledge 
of the steps I had officially taken, in 1850, to endeavour to induce 
the Egyptian Governraent to I’cstore a number of captured indi- 
viduals and cattle that had been seized by Egyptian troops on a 
razzia in the free territory of Bogos, the position I held in the 
Soudan was well known to him ; and from my knowledge of the 
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habits of scmi-barbarous chieftains and African despots^ I flattered 
myself that the mission of my wife and self, both personally ac- 
quainted witli Cameroiq would prove successful. 

Not doubting that my proffer of services would be accepted, I 
selected as presents a variety of English firearms, including clc* 
pliant rifles and ammunition, a couple of watches, amber mouth- 
pieces, a variety of Bohemian glass, and a shirt of mail. 

The treacherous behaviour of a friend^ whose subsequent un- 
timely end no one can have greater cause to regret than myself, 
liad, however, in the meantime nnsuspcctcdly, and witliout the 
slightest provocation or foundation, so thoroughly poisoned the 
minds of authorities at home against me, tliat to my utter surprise, 
instead of any recognition of my otter to free (Cameron, 1 received 
the following terse communication : 

“KORKIGN OFFICE, 

“ Octohrr 

“ Sm, 

“ As tlie ])ublic interests no longer require the retention 
of a British Consul at Khartoum, Her Majesty’s Government are 
of opinion that the time has arrived to aholisli the post. 

“I have accordingly to state to you that on and after the 1st 
of February next, your functions as^llcr Majesty’s Consul for 
the Soudan will be at an end. 

“You will, on the termination of your services under this 
Department, seal up and deliver to Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General at Alexandria the whole of your ollicial archives. 

“ 1 am, Ac., 

“ (vSigned) BUSSELL.” 

My last effort for the relief of Consul (Cameron, at the time 
when the AbyisslniuH war wan in contemplaiiony was thus ; 
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‘^TliE TOOKUL, HENLEY-ON-THAMES, 

7, 3867. 

“Mr Loe3>, 

“ 111 conformity with the wishes of your Lordship, ex- 
pressed to me by letter on the 5th instant, that it would be more 
convenient if 1 would put my suggestions with respect to the 
relief of the captives in Abyssinia in writing, i beg to submit 
the following brief statement of the most inexpensive, and to 
my mind, according to tlie present position of our relations with 
Theodore, the safest means to coerce him to release the prisoners 
in his possession. 

“ Your Lordship is aware of the absence of salt in Abyssinia, 
and that it has to be imported from the coast. Of the import- 
ance of salt as an article of consumption 1 need not dwell; but 
perhaps it may not bo so well known that in Abyssinia proper, 
and many of its dependencies and neighbouring territories, it 
is so valuable as to form an universal object f(.>r barter, and is 
equivalent in value to coin. 

“ The ])lan that I have the honour to suggest for the conside- 
ration of your Lordship is, that Her IMajesty’s Government, in 
concord with his Highness tlie A'ieeroy oi Egypt, should establish 
and entertain a siuall but ellicicnt naval and inilit?^'y force at 
Massowah, so disposable as to establish a blockade for the pre- 
vention of all communication between Abyssinia and tlie coast 
on the one hand, and w ith the Egyx^tiaii dependencies of the 
Soudan on the otlier. 

“ It w'ould he a matter for consideration wdigther the blockade 
should he so stringent as to annul all jmssiblo intercourse betw een 
the above-named points, and comprise the seizure of merchandise 
and individuals as counter-hostages to guarantee the safety of the 
prisoners, or whether it should be conhued to prevent the transit 
of salt into Abyssinia. 
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“ It seems to be beyond a doubt that Theodore of late has met 
with many reverses, and it is to be concluded, in proportion that 
he is losing power, the several native chieftains must acquire it. 

“ Therefore, as soon as the avowed object of the blockade shall 
have become apparent, and that it will last until the conditions 
thereof shall have been complied with, in my humble opinion 
the cftect will be that not only the energy of the chieftains, but 
that of entire populations, will be directed to consummate the 
safety and release of the captives. 

The limits of a letter necessarily restrict me to brevity, and 
it was with a view to a more elaborate communication of my 
ideas that 1 ventured to solicit an interview with your Jiordship. 

“ I can only add that in the event of the foregoing being 
deemed worthy of your Lordship’s consideration, 1 shall be happy 
to contribute any further information in my power in connection 
with the subject. “ i have, &c., 

“ (Signed) JOHN PETHEEICK. 

“The Eight ITon. Lonn Stanley, ALE., 

** tSirrcffn'i/ of Stale for Forehjn Afah'i^," 

In reply I was honoured thus : 


“FOILEU^N OFFfCK, 


lU//, 1807. 

“Sir, 

“ J am directed by Lord Stanley to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 7 th instant relative^ to tlio best means of 
procuring the release of the British captives in Abyssinia, and 
I am to thank you for the suggestions made by you, which shall 
be duly considered. “ 1 am, &c., 

“ (Signed) JAAIES MUEEAY.” 


To the majority of the traders, European and native, at Khar- 
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toum, tlie tidings of ray consulate being abolished were a source of 
great satisfaction^ but to none so much as the principal officers of 
the Egyptian Government — who, enraged with my official proceed- 
ings generally, regarded the bulky despatches that passed through 
their hands, addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul- Gencraf at Alex- 
andria, with mistrust and hatred. 

Some far-seeing Mussulmans there were, however, who acknow- 
ledged unhesitatingly — notwithstanding their dlflcring with my 
opposition to the slave trade — their participation in many benefits 
conferred upon them liy my not unfrequent successful opposition 
ter oppressive inroads that, during my official residence in the Sou- 
dan, since 1819, had more or less been directed by every succeed- 
ing Governor against one branidi or other of the commerce and 
produce of the country. 

Neither did all the Europeans express the satisfaction that may 
be imagined; and, as a ])arting tribute to one now no more, who 
held very contrary vienvs from those first (piotcd, I give the follow- 
ing communication that appeared in the 'SVtliciueum ” of April 
9th, 18()1, headed 

OFFICIAL ENGLAND ON THE WHITE NILE. 

‘‘KiiAUTorn, 

Jiunmrif l?l,s7, ISC)!. 

“ A few days ago, we received intelligence that the English 
Government had resolved to abolish the Consulate wliich it 
established in the Soudan in 1849. This decision has troubled 
the sound portion of our colony; because, under the painful 
circumstances in which it is placed, it found in the experience 
and character of tlie British Consul a favourite ral lying-point. 

‘‘ To the slave dealers and men of their class — to whom the 
presence of a British Consul was a restraint — it is of course a 
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triumph. It appears to lue that, if in 1819 the British Govern- 
mcnt had sufficient motives for establishing a Consulate in the 
Soudan, there exist, at the present time, mudi more powerful 
reasons for maintaining it. The recent discoveries of Caj^tains 
Gwint and Speke must result in the organization of other scien- 
tific expeditions, of which Khartoum will form either the point 
of departure or that of arrival. England, which may lay claim, 
and w'ith justice, to the honour of nearly all new discoveries in 
Africa, will certainly take the lead in these expeditions ; and 1 
cannot conceive it possible that she will willingly deprive them 
of the protection of a British (hmsul at Khartoum. This pro- 
tection will become esjiecially indispensable to those expeditions 
which require^ Khartoum, or some other j>lace in the Soudan, as 
the point of departure ; for in the abseiici^ of Consular interven- 
tion with the local anthoritieti, or the mediation of a man of 
local experience — who, from his position, is under obligations to 
render service — 1 am of opinion that it will be impossible to 
organize any expedition there. They will be scandalously fleeced, 
or leave badly provided, and so will fail. It would not be 
difficult to cite instances in support of what 1 advance. 

“A higher motive renders it desirable to maintain at Khar- 
toum a British Consulate. The slave traffic in the AV^hile Nile 
country (for a long time held in restraint sufficiently feeble) has had 
for years — thanks to the encouragement of certain high function- 
aries who find their profit in it — an extension truly frightful ; and 
it is exorcised with such horrors, that I hesitate to describe them. 

“ Every year more than one hundred vessels leave Khartoum 
for the puriiose of hunting down the negroes ; and slaves, who 
formerly were brought in by stealth, are now dragged publicly 
along the highways of the country, and even through the streets 
of Khartoum, with the yoke upon tlieir necks. 

“The British Consul, Mr. J. Bethorick, initiated measures 
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-which would have soon placed a limit to this trafUe ; unfortu- 
nately, owing to the aversion of four-fifths of tlie Khartoumers, 
who live by it, he saw his reputation tarnished by false accusa- 
tions, his fcllow-citizcns, and friends misled on his account — he 
found no sufiicient support, even before his superiors^vho were 
doubtless prejudiced against him. 

“ The non-s\iccess of Mr. Pcthcrick in his proceedings against 
certain ])ersons accused of this traffic has given license to these 
slave dealers. Assured, henceforth, of impunity, and of the in- 
efficiency of the law, they have thrown off the mask. 

“It is rn everlasting scandal to civilized Euro])o thus to 
autijorize, by her silence, the infamous piracy which has stained 
the AVhite JNilc with blood; and for anti-slavery England, who, 
instead of declaring herself impotent by abolishing her Consulate 
at Khartoum, should hav^ surrounded it with all the prestige 
possible, authorized severe measures, and extended a hand to 
enforce their execution. 

“ Eroin a review of lh(‘ interests involved in the question, it 
may still be said tlu're was a time when neither the number of 
British subjects established in the Soudan, nor the importance 
of English commerce in tlu'se countries, required that England 
should maintain a Consul at Khartoum. But now financial 
Boeieties are being forme<l for tlic exploration of the Soudan, 
which, in a triple point of view — agricultural, industrial, and 
commercial — already attract the attention of Europe. 

“New routes of comm unicat ion hy land and, perhaps, by sea, 
will soon be opened. In this movement, onglit not the commerce 
of England to have a largo interest, and will she be able to dis- 
pense with a Consulate iu a country much more in its infancy as 
relates to the law and its administration, than to its industry 
and eoinmcrcc P Although personal considerations may be for 
us of secondary importance— and we arc not the defenders of 
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Mr. Petberick — we ought to add, that this Consul (a man of 
intelligence, possessing a knowledge of the Soudan from a long 
experience) has performed the duties of his olliee with an in- 
tegrity and firmness that may well serve as an example to his 
colleagues. In the blow which has deprived Mr. Petherick of 
office, that wiiich is the most distressing is the fact that his de- 
position followed quickly upon energetic measures taken by him 
against this traffic, and against that oppression which the local 
authorities endeavoured to bring to bear upon Europeans. I 
repeat, this deposition of Mr. Pcthcrick passes current through 
the country as a disavowal of these measures, and is regarded as 
a censure publicly inllicted upon Air. Petherick by his superiors 
in conse(iuence of the attitude he assumed. 

“ I am ignorant whether the British Government can now re- 
consider the decision it has taken ; but I do know that the re- 
establishment of a Jh’itish Consulate at Khartoum would be a 
measure which all those who have at heart the triumph of the 
principles of civilization in this barbarous country would receive 
with joy. 

‘'(Signed) 1)e PBPYSSEKAEKE, 

“ Jirhjtan. at A/niHotn/i." 


Tlie recent disclosures by Consul Ileiide of Cairo, that will be 
fresh in the memory of every ouc^ of the extent to whicdi the slave 
trade is carried on iu the heart of Egypt, must surely satisfy the 
public of the desirability of the establishment of a British (.Consulate 
at Khartoum — the hotbed of the Egyptian slave trade — if not for 
the entire suppression of the trade, at least for its coutraetion 
within less shocking limits. Its entire abolition, I believe every- 
one with a knowledge of the domestic habits of Mussulmans will 
agree with me is next to an impossibility. Nothing less than the 
subversion of their religion, for the snp])ression of polygamy and 
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its consequent usages, will conduce to the complete x>i*evention of 
that slavery which, to every Mahommedan, is a domestic necessity. 
If the French anil English Governments were to combine, and put 
the screw on the Egyptian Government, there is nothing to prevent 
the imposition of such burdens upon the trade as speedily to con- 
fine it within limits; and by gradually curtailing these limits, 
slaves will become too great a luxury for any but the wealthy to 
indulge in. Thus, by introducing the thin end of the wedge, a 
change of domestic habits may, in (umrse of time, be realized. 

Upon our return to England, to my very great surprise, 1 found, 
from a circular of the Iloyal Gcograxdiical Society, dated May 3rd, 
1805, that Baker, by exceeding his instructions and arrogating to 
himself, as far as was in his power, the supplying of boats and 
necessaries at Gondokoro, not only met with the apxwoval of the 
Council, but was to be rewarded by the Society's gold medal for 
supplanting me in the services wherewith 1, the Society's envoy, 
w'as specially charged, and wliich, to all intents and purposes, I 
succeeded in carrying out after unprecedented rc'verses. 

The following is a quotation from the circular ; and of one clause, 
in italics, 1 (‘oniplaiu in x^irticular : 

"'The Patron's medal will be awarded to Mr. Samuel Baker for 
his vigorous explorations, entirely at his own cost, in the interior 
of Africa, whereby he first determined the course and j^osition of 
the Atbara, a great eastern tributary of the Nile ; vext, for haring 
\ fitted out at Khartoum an e.rpeditlou by udiic/i he retlered Speke 
and Grant ; and thirdly, for the further exxdorations of Equatorial 
i Africa in which he is now engaged." 

That I have just cause of comjdaint against both Sir Samuel 
Baker and the Council of the Iloyal Geographical Society I think 
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to extract from a letter addressed to the ^^Times/^ January 29tli, 
1863^ by the President, will certify. For Baker, in lieu of support- 
ing me, and in opposition to his instructions and my wishes, when 
he lifid ocular proof at (londokoro of the untruth of my reported 
deatli, and of the preparations I had made for the succour of Speke 
and Grant, still persisted in the continuation of those duties which 
liad been assigned to me, and which he was in the event of my 
death only authorized to perform. That the Council of the Boyal 
Geographical Society, after they had by my report been placed in 
full possession of the circumstances of my successful efforts to place 
the boats, grain, &c., agreed upon at the disposal of Speke and 
Grant at Gondokoro, should continue to support Baker in this act 
of usurpation, and even to reward him for superseding their own 
representative, is a step which every impartial person must condemn. 
The President says : 

‘‘It may surprise many persons tliat these ladies, who have 
thus penetrated by the AYhite Nile into Central Africa beyond 
Gondokoro, and about one tlioueand miles by water beyond 
Khartoum to nearly I ' North of the Equator, should have 
made no mention of Mr. Petherick, who had preceded tlicin in 
his voyage to Gondokoro. This seems to he explained by the 
fact, announced by Mr. S. W. Baker in a letter from Khartoum, 
that Mr. Peiherick having met with disaster on the river, through 
a continuous south wind and incessant rain, had sent all his 
boats back to Khartoum, save one, and was proceeding by land 
to Gondokoro. 

‘^Tt is therefore probable that the telegram announcing the 
death of this bold traveller and his spirited wife by drowning is 
inaccurate. 

“The next post will probably solve this painful mystery; but 
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if it should unhappily prove true that the adventurous Pethcrick 
has lost his life, the Council of the Eoyal Geographical Society 
has in tlmt case assigned to Mr. Baker all the charge which they 
had confided to Mr. Petherick. 

“ Having fitted out an expedition at his own cost, Mr. Baker 
was about to proceed, by the last accounts from Kliartoum, to 
Gundokoro, there, as he thought, to meet and support Petherick, 
whose replenished boats and stores he had taken charge of. 

* # # # 

“ For the successful accoinj)lishment of tins task in exploring 
a ^arge unknown region in Central Africa, JNlr. Baker has the 
hearty good wishes of all geographers, including 

“Your obedient servant, 

“(Signed) BODEBUdv 1. MUBCIIISON.’^ 


No allusion Avhatever having been made at the meeting of the 
Socudy with rcsi)eet to the efforts I had made for the relief of 
Speke and Grant, i considered it ineiimbenl u])oii me, prior to the 
av, ard of the medal, to read and place upon the table the following 
protest : 


'"THE PRESIDENT AND COE NOIL OF 4'IIE ROYAL 
GEOGRAPBIC.VL SOCIETV. 


“ (lENTra'.MEN, 

“ Without any desire to interfere wdtli the distribution of 
the Patron’s medal, J consider it necessary in the present instance, 
in vindication of my own character, to state that the reasons given 
for the award of it to ^Mr. Baker are incorrect, inasmuch as, in 
compllaiico with the orders of the Eoyal Geographical {Society, 
the relief of {Speke and Grant wiia virtually accomplished by 
VOL. ir. 
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myself, and in a manner far exceeding tlie instructions I had 
received, and before the arrival of Mr. Baker or his expedition 
at G on cl ok or 0 . 

Those fac*{s arc stated in my report of Jaiiuaiy, 18G4, com- 
municated to tlm Council, and I ros])cctriilly retiuest that this 
my protest against the reasons assigned may be recorded in the 
minutes of this meeting, and subsequently published in the 
‘Proceedings’ oT the Society. 

“(Signed) dOlTN PETIIEBTCK. 

‘‘LONDON, 2'ln(l Maf/, J805.” 


Two days after the first mgctiiig of the Society I had attended 
since my return from an eventful and disastrous journey, and no 
recognition in any way liaving been bestowed upon me, I addressed 
a note to the President to this cllW't : 


“ May 24fZ', lsr»5. 

“lJKA.it Sni, 

“Will you' kindly permit me an interview, at your own 
convenience, in order that 1 may justify myself in your estimation 
and good opinion ? 

“That 1 shall obtain jusliec at your hands I am convinced, 
and 1 feel certain that knowingly you would never wrong any 
man, much less one who lias exorted himsclt to the utmost of 
his ])Ower to carry out your own desires. All 1 ask is fair play 
and to he allowed an opportunity to defend myself. I have 
returned to England for the purpose of regaining my good name, 
which during my absence, as you are aware, has greatly sulfered 
from gross misrepresentations. 

“ 1 regret not having had an opportunity of seeing you when 
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I called, and to express that I entertain no bad feeling towards 
yourself; but I felt it my duty to protest against a printed 
statement so prejudicial to my honour and interests. 

“(Signed) JOHN PETHEEICK. 

‘ Sm Eojdertcic Iimrkv Murciijson. 

\'c., 


On the same day I received the following re])ly : 


“ Miuj LM///, 180 ;->. 

“Mr j)EAR Sir, 

“ In reply <o your letter of this day, 1 hasten to say that 
1 shall beliappy to see you to-iiiorrow, Thursday, at the Museum 
in Jermyn Street, at tiiree p.m. 

“ 1 am of course desirous to si'O fair play and couij)]ete justice 
done to you; but you must give me leave to observe, if you 
iliiiik the Avords used by the Council in awarding a medal to ]Mr. 
Jlakcr reflected in any way discredit to yourself, you are clearly 
under a iui.sap{)rehensioii of our meaning ami wislies. 

“ Eecollect what J said at the meeting. ITom what Baker 
stated from Khartoum, we were under the impression either that 
you had lost your life, or that 3 our expedition had met Avith such 
disastc'rs as Avould prevent your sueeouring Speke and Grrant. 
Hence the nmflre ol’ IMr. Baker appeared to me to be truly noble. 
It Avould be very ])ainful for me to have to aet as umpire belwceti 
Captains Speke and Craiit on the one luind, and yourseif on the 
other. But few distant exjteditions are conducted Avithout some 
disagreements among the parties ; and 1 cannot see that in any- 
thing which the Eoyal Geographical Society has done you have 
cause for coinjilaint. 

“The imputation to Avhich I presume you allude, came from 
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and through other channels, and are wholly irrespective of your 
labours as an envoy on a special service. 

“ (Signed) EODEEICK IMPEY MTJECIIISON^ 

“J. Petueiiick, Esq.” 

Notwithstanding the verbally repeated assurance of the President 
that he was anxious to sec fair play and justice done to me, another 
meeting of the Society was held without the slightest notice being 
taken of the return of my brave wife and self from our perilous 
expedition, tknisidcring the allusion made to her previously to 
our departure at the meeting of Ftd)riuiry 25th, IHbl (see Vol. V., 
No. »‘3., ]). 107) : ‘‘ And as j\Irs. Petlieriek is to accompany him, he 
(the President) felt confident that, with the usual spirit of geogra- 
phical rescar(!h which animates the ladies who have honoured us 
Avith their presence, she would warmly se(Jond and support the re- 
solve of her daring and distinguished husband, T could not help 
feeling that much discourtesy and great inlnsti(;e had been com- 
mitted towards one who, whatever had been my shortcomings, 
should have been considered deserving of some recognition. J , 
therefore, as envoy of the Society, made this last jippeal : 


'"TO THE COUNCIL OF THE EOYAL GEOGEAPHICAL 
SOCIETY. 

12 ///, 1805 . 

Geis’tlemex, 

“ 1 anticipate that at the last meeting of the season, 
some recognition of iny services Avith regard to the expedition to 
aid and succour the late Captain 8peke aud his party, may be 
made. 


1 failed not in what 1 undertook : stores, boats, and every- 
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thing requisite were placed at the disposal of the travellers, 
Speke and Q-rant; thus faithfully fulfilling to the utmost my 
compact with yourselves. 

“ (Signed) JOHN PETHERICK.” 


Shortly after, I received the following ripply : 


“]r, WrilTEIIALL PLACE, 

“./////r 17/7/, 1805. 

“ Sir, 

“ I am desired by the Committee a])pointed in consequence 
of your letter to report to the Countul whether any recognition 
is due to your services, to submit the following Memorandum to 
you, preparatory to their coming to a clocisioii on tlie subject. 

“An early re])ly from you is solicited. 

“(Signed) II. W. BATES, 

Ass}i<t(ifit Svo'rtary in ihc linyal (icnnraphlcid SoddyA 


“The Committee understand from the documents in their 
possession, that the following short statement gives a just ac^couut 
of Mr. Petlicrick’s estabJisliment at (roiidokoro, between the 
months of November, 1801, and June, 1S02. llefore proceeding 
further, they desire to submit it to Mr. Pelherick’s perusal, in 
order that he may have an opportunity of ])ointing out any mis- 
apprehension into which they may have fallen. They request an 
answer as soon as possible, and, at the latest, within a week. 

“ (Signed) H. W. BATES, 

Assistant Serrdary to the Royal Groyrapldcal Society.'" 
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MEMORANDUM. 


“ It appears that the first boats dispatched by Mr. Petherick 
to Gondokoro after his return to Africa, were two in number. 
They were sent to Khartoum in November, 1801, immediately 
after l)is arrival at that place, and they reached Gondokoro in 
January, 1S()2. 

“ The Egyptian who had charge of these boats proceeded 
westwards, to a trading station belonging to JMr. Petherick, 
Avhenee he (the Egyi)iian) dispatched a trading expedition south- 
wards. On its return, the whole party went back to Gondedvoro, 
taking with them some slaves which the Egyptian had been 
buying on his owui account. They (juitted Gondokoro early in 
iVlay, and sailed back towards Kliartoum. 

‘‘ On the way, they met J\I.r. Petherick, who discovering the 
slaves, put the Egyptian in irons, and sent him in one of the 
boats to Khartoum, lie ordered the other boat back to Gon- 
dokoro, where it arrived after June, 1802. 

‘‘It would appear, therefore, that JMr. Petherick had boats at 
Gondokoro during the four and a half months of tlaiiuary, Eeb- 
ruary, IMarch, April, and ])art of JMay, but at no other period 
during the time of his agreement with tlu' Koyal Geographical 
Society, from November, 1801, to June, 1802.” 


“ To IT. W. Bates, Esq., 

Srrrrtiirji to iltc Jtoi/at (uvffvnpJtiral 

' “Sir, 

“ AVith reference to the ATcmoranduin communicated to 
me on the 17th instant, permit me to express gro'at surprise at 
the very limited view ilie Committee has therein taken of the 
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extent of my exertions to relieve tlie Speke Expedition. By 
reference^to the documents alluded to, it will appear that for 
reasons therein assigned, in order to hope for a successful result, 
an expedition on a much larger scale than the one agreed to had 
become indispensable ; therefore, during the greater part of the 
time originally contemplated for its duration, instead of two, I 
had seven boats employed for the relief of Captain Sjx'ke and his 
])ai'ty. 

“ One of these boats, laden wl»h stores of various descriptions, 
reached Oondokoi’o ugciiiist un]irecedcntcd dilhculties in October,* 
1802, and, according to instructions, it remained there until the 
arrival of Captains 8j)eke and Orant, from which they drew a 
certain amount of stores and grain, whicli Mr. Baker laid it not 
in his ])ower 1o sujiply. 

Another expedition of three boats left Khartoum in Decem- 
ber, 1802, and arrived at Oondokoro in January, 1803, prior to 
]Mr. Haker. One of these (tlio ‘Kathleen’) liad been taken 
possession of by Ca])tain Speke, a portion of whose eheets were 
on board on my arrival at Oondokoro. 

“The ex})editioii froin my trading station southwards, I beg 
to say, was an rwplorinq and not a tradiiKj cme ; and lotwithstand- 
ing the return of two boats under the charge of Ahd il jNlajid, 
in disobedience to my orders, on the 1 Dili May, 1S()2 , from Oon- 
dokoro, and seven weeks prior lo the date lixed for the termina- 
tion of my agri'oment, it took place consecpient on tlie certain 
information conveyed to him by the person in charge of De 
Jdono’s station, of the iin])ossihiliiy of Captain Speke reaching 
Oondokoro before the following season. 

“ Again permit me to state, the slaves discovered by mb in the 
possession of Ahd il Alajid, were not brought by him from my 
station, hut were, in conjunction with other traders, carried off 
from the vicinity of Oondokoro. 
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“ Upon a reconsideration of the question, I feel the Committee 
will "ive me credit for continuing my exertions beyond tlie 
allotted time as expressed in the agreement, but in full accord- 
ance with the interpretation of the real views of the Council of 
the Eoyal Geograplncal Society, as conveyed to me in their 
instructions for my guidance.’*' Captain Spchc not having been 
able to keep time,t and the object in view being his relief, the 
continuation of niy eft oris to attain that end must at tho time 
have met with the approval of the Society, inasmuch as, on 
the report of my death, its wdslies are distinctly recorded by a 
Minute of the Council, dated January 2Gth, and to which, 

for a Just appreciation of my efibrts, permit me respectfully to 
refer the Committee. 

“(Signed) JOHN PETHEKTCK.’’ 

On tlic following day 1 received a communication to this ettect ; 


“ir> WJIJTETIALL PLACE, 


n 


Siu, 


24 / 4 , 1805 . 


“The Council of the Koval Geographical Society having 
yesterday taken the subject of your letter, dated June 12lh, into 


* In tlic instriiolioDs occ-nrs lliis n!ir.ai.'rji[)li : “The, Ihrsident nnd Council do 
nol !iMcnij)f. (.o hiy d<i\vn any liiiiii to (his cxjdoruti<tn, hid, rully trusting- to yonr 
known zeal and energy, fei-l assureil that yon will do ali in your power to etl'eet 
the al)ove-iii(‘ntio]ied ohjeet without scrioiu rish to the lives of the jiarty under 
yonr eoinmand.” 

f lie. was sixteen niontlis behind the time appointed for his arrival at Gondokoro. 

X This^oeenrred nearly seven months aft-er the dale lixed for the terinination of 
my eontrae.t with the Society. The Minute iu danuary LMIth, IHijS: “When on tlie 
subject of tho re]n>rtc(l daaih of (.'onsnl l*cthcrick and wife, the I’residont was 
reiniested to eonininnieab^ ^\\ih Mr, baker at Khartoum, requesting him to act for 
the Society, should the report of Consul Petherick’s death be confirmed.” 
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tlieir full consideration, Lave instructed me to transmit to you 
the following statement as their reply to the said letter. 

“ (Signed) H. W. BATES, 

“ Assistant tSccretary to the Ji/tyal Gvoyrayliical Society^ 

“ J. Petherick, Esq.” 


"^MINUTE OF COUNCIL. 

“ in June, ISOO, Mr. Consul Pethcrick, ilien about to revisit 
tlie White Nile for the purpose of trade, suggested that his 
expeditior might render important service to Captains Speke and 
Grant, if the Iloyal Geographical Society were pleased to avail 
themselves of the opportunity. He represented that Gondokoro 
was deserted by traders, and even by natives, for part of the 
time between November and June, and that Captain Speke’s 
party woidd risk starvation if th(\y arrived during that interval. 
After tliat, the only practicable route lo Khartoum lay by river, 
and the boats were not to be procured at Gondokoro except by 
a chance from the ivory traders. Lastly, that C^ap tains Speke 
and (jfrajit would lind themselves in serious (Tiiliculties if unsup- 
ported by persons who w'cre familiar with the language and 
customs of the iiortln^rn. tribes. The good-wdll of many Fellows 
of the Society, as evinced by voluntary subscriptions, to w’hich 
the Council contributed .€100 on the paz’t of the Society, finally 
took the shape of an agreement (see Appendix) betw'een the 
lioyal Geographical Society and Mr. Petherick. A s\im of €1,000 
w^as placed in his hands, and he engaged, on his part, to station 
as a depot tw^o well armed, provisioned boats at Goudoltoro, in 
November, I SOI, wdib a supply of provisions suflicient for his 
own and Captain Speke’s party until July, 1802, ‘the mainte- 
nance of these until June, 1862, at Gondokoro, being of primary 
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importance.’ (Instructions, ‘Proceedings,* Yol. XL.) Also Mr. 
Petherick undertook, in tlic event of the non-arrival of Captain 
Speke, to go soiitlnvards as far as lie could, to endeavour to meet 
and succour liim. 

“ Lastly, Mr. Petberick was entirely relieved from tlie respon- 
sibility of remaining liiniself or detaining tlio boats longer than 
the end of »J une, 1SG2. 

“In considering how far Mr. Consul Petberick has fullllled 
his engagement to tlic Society, it is ])roper to make allowance for 
the disasters wliich befell him when engaged in his own trading 
pursuits, and rendered him incapabh^ of reaching (iondokoro till 
many months after the latest of the above dates. Dilhculties 
of transport in Egypt, partly due to the absence of camels 
at Korosko, delayed Mr. Petherick’s arrival at Jvhartoum till 
November. 1801, at wdiicli date he had undertaken that the 
boats should have been stationed at (Joudokoro. However, 
immediately on his arrival at Khartoum, bo dispatched tw’o 
boats, which reached Gondokoro in January, 1802. 

“ A misconception now appears to. have arisen on the part of 
the Egyptian under wdiose charge they were. Instead of main- 
taining the tivo boats till the end of June, 1802, wnth stores to 
await Captain S])eke’s arrival, the Egyptian proceeded w estw'ard, 
six or eight days’ journey from the White Nile, to a trading 
station belonging to Mr. Petberick. Thence he dispatched an 
agent southwards, in order, Mr. Petberick states, to search for 
Captain Speke’s party", and carrying letters for them ; but, as 
they did not follow the course of the river, they were not travel- 
ling in the direction from which that expedition might have been 
expected to arrive. 

“ Stores were bartered on Air. Petberick’s account, and the 
Egyptian captured slaves on his own. He then sailed back from 
Gondokoro tow’^ards Khartoum early in Alay, and met Air. 
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Petherick, who, diseoveritig the slaves, sent the Egyptian in irons 
to Xhartoum. Mr. Petherick ordered back one of the boats to 
Gondokoro : he himself, travelling overland, did not reach that 
place till February, 18G3, four days after Ca|)tain Speke’s arrival, 
and seven months after the termination of the agreement with 
the Poyal Geographi(;al Society. 

‘‘ The boat Mr. Pcliierick had ordered back to Gondokoro was 
stationed there when Captains Sj)eke and Grant arrived; but, 
according to the statement vti* Caj)iain (il rant, the agent in charge 
of licr made no olfer whatever to assist them gratuitously with 
provisions. They bought certain articles as any other customers 
might have clone, at the store belonging to Air. Petherick, which 
was established like that of other traders at Gondokoro; but 
nothing whatever was otfered hy AFr. Petherick ’s men, wdio 
seemed entirely occupied on their master’s business. They were 
wholly silent as to any ()rdc?rs having bc^en given by Air. Pethe- 
ricik to alford su(‘cour to the travellers ; and ilicy gave no letters, 
nor did tlic^j" bring any other communication to them. 

‘‘It was through Air. Eaker that Captains 8j)ekc and Grant 
became aware that a subscription of FI, 000 had been raised in 
England at AFr. Petherick’s solicitation, and jdaced in his own 
bands for the puri)ose of establishing a depot to relieve them on 
their arrival at Gondokoro. 

“ The Council are of opinion, from these facts, that Air. 
Petherick complied with his agrecimmt wdtli the Society, to 
keep boats at Gondokoro bctw^ccn November, ISGI, and July, 
18G2, to the extent only of having provisioned boats at that place, 
with communications for the travellers between the months of 
January and Ala}^ 18()2. 

“ The Council are satisfied that he used considerable exertion 
in endeavouring to recover the time he had unhappily lost 
between Alexandria and Khartonin. They are also aware that 
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Ilia efforts were the more praises^^orthy on account of the difficul- 
ties due to an exceptionally early change (ff the monsoon, and to 
unusual floods on the river, and also on account of the existing 
disturbances among the populations of the White Nile. 

‘‘ Air. Petherick’s proposal to search in his own person for the 
travellers had no result, owing to the above-mentioned causes of 
delay on his journey. The expedition under the charge of his 
agent seems to have been little more than a private trading 
journey, and that in a direction in which the travellers were not 
likely to be found. 

“ With regard to Air. Petherick’s enterprises after June, 1862, 
the date at which his agreement with the Society had come to 
an end, the Council do not consider that any special recognition 
is due from the Society to Air. Petlu^rick. They are unable to 
satisfy themselves that ACr. Petherick’s proceedings after that 
date were seriously modified by any other motives than his own 
private speculations in trade.” 


""APrENDIX. 

“AgEEEMENT 13ETWEEN COXSUL PeTIIEIUCK AND THE EoVAL 
Geogiiapuical Society, February 4th, 1801. 

“1. Consul Petherick undertakes — in consideration of the 
receipt of £1,000 towards the expedition up the Nile — to place 
two well-armed boats, during November, 1801, at Gondokoro, 
with a sufficient stock of grain to ensure to Captain Speke and 
his party the means of subsistence upon their arrival at that 
place. 

2. If Captain Speke shall not arrive in November, 1861, that 
Consul Petherick shall proceed with an armed force southwards 
towards Lake Nyanza to meet him. 
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*‘3. If Captain Speke shall arrive at Gondokoro before June, 
1862, Consul Petherick promises to assist Captain Speke in 
making any explorations which Captain Speke may deem desir- 
able. 

“ 4. It being further understood that in the event of Captain 
Speke not having arrived by that time at Gondokoro, Consul 
Petherick shall not bo bound to remain beyond June, 1862.” 


By tlie above verdict of the J^lxpeditioii Committee, opposed as 
it was to common justice, inipartiality, and the fair play that 
the President of the Society had encouraged me to anticipate in 
his letter of the 2 Ith May, 1 felt myself temporarily constrained 
to abide. 

That the tribunal by wliieli T was judged was not fairly con- 
stituted, nor one, as emanating from tli(‘ Iloyal Goograpliical So- 
ciety, I bad every right to expect, the public will admit when I 
state that my only living accuser. Captain Grant, was allowed to 
be present during my trial, whilst 1 was not accorded a similar 
])rivilcgo. 

1 had been attacked by unfounded statements and worse insinu- 
ations when too far a^vay to defend myself j and now prejudice and 
preconceived opinions had so far prevailed as to induce a committee 
of gentlemen to deal me this unfair and overpowering blow at a 
time when, if permitted, 1 was fully ca})able of defending myself, 

I protest against this verdict, and although the odds of the pres- 
tige and power of a Committee of a higlily popular, and one of the 
leading societies in the Avorld are opposed to me, there is still a 
higher power — tliat of public opinioji — to Avliicli, in the fullest 
confidence of its impartiality and justice, 1 unhesitatingly venture 
to appeal. I feel that an a])ology is due to my friends and the 
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public at large for tbe lapse of time which has taken place be- 
tween the date of the ultimatum of the Expedition Committee and 
the publication of this statement. The reason. has simply been 
that the inroads made on my health ])y climatic iiifiuences and the 
severe sliock I received from the reverses I liavc experienced have 
incapacitated me from persevering in a work that proved too 
liarassing to be dealt with but at intervals. In order to assist my 
friends and the public in ari'iviiig at a just decision in this matter, 
I beg to recall to their memory the following facts : 

The Committee commence with the quotation of a IMinutc of 
Council stating that it was at my suggestion the Itoval Geographical 
Society were x)Jcase(l to avail themselves of my oiler to render 
importaTit services to (niptains Spohe and (irant. Erom tliis it 
might be inferred that 1 w'as a supplicant for employment on this 
expedition; but the C^oinmlttec do not state at whose instigation 
this suggestion w^as formally made. Eut to j)lace things as tiny 
occurred: in December, 18.M), 1 received a letter from Captain 
Speke, ill wdiieh he says : 

‘‘Were you ever thinking of going up the Kile yourself? it 
so, it strikes me that iiiy going up tlio. Nile may possibly be 
injurious to your pr<)s])et*ts. But should it meet your views that 
w^c could mann^o eomhined ex(‘rtions, ('it her in company or 
sej)arately, to scith^ tlie question of the White River, I would 
readily work wdth you.” 

Shortly after, on tlic 22nd December, 1851), I received another 
letter from him, iu wdiich he tcdls me : 

“i have just received a letter from Sir Roderick Murchison, 
and am deliglited to tlnd that he has accepted my plan for open- 
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ing Africa favourably. 1 proposed to him that I should not go 
iip the Nile, but round by Zanzibar; whilst you, supported by 
the Poreigii Office, should go up the Nile and meet me at some 
fixed point which L could determine. 1 shall be in town about 
the Gtli or 7th proximo, and will call upon yon to make further 
»arraiigcineu1s.” 

Subsequently^ at a meeting of the iloyal ( Jeographical Society (see 
'^Proceedings/^ Vol. IV., No. 2, page 1:2), Sir lloderick Murchison 
remarked t]).tt lie "was quite sure that the new co-operating ex- 
peditions, irhtrlt trvn^ dcstf/ned by thr Royal Gvoyrajilucal Society, 
and which he hoped the (Tovcrrmieut would assist/^ &■('., &c. 

Again, at the meeting of ilareli 2()th, ISGO, (hiptain Speke, 
after narrating hoAv h(‘ met me, says, " he (Speke) had consequently 
proposed to Mr, Vetberlek to make a combined advance, simul- 
taneously with him, in those tribes which lie in a sliort compass of 
two or tliree degrees immedialely to the northward of liis lake, 
and the southward of CJoudokoro.^’ 

The President said, "it was exceedingly desirable that Govern- 
ment should grant that additional poAver to jNlr. Pctlicriek, which 
would enahh^ liim to lend real assistance to Captain S])cke at the 
time of need,^’ 

It Avas Ihen, consequently, at the request of the Secretary of the 
Soek'ty that, In. June, IStJO, in conformity with the pro])osals of 
Captain Sj)eke and haetked by the Avislies of the l^resident and 
other leading members of the Ckmneii, I made a formal statement 
of liOAv I thought I could be of sei-vice to Captain Speke. 

At the meeting of the 11th June, 1800 (see "Proceedings,’^ 
A'uL V., page 2:22) the President, in aniionneing that Speke and 
Grant had started on their expedition, added, " Consul Petlicriek 
from Khartoum could meet tluuu with a large force and conduct 
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through the country; but Consul Petherick could scarcely 
be expected to do this at his own cost^ and^ as the Government 
declined making any further grant, the Council of the Society had 
departed from tlicir usufil rule? , and had headed a subscription 
with £100 towards defraying \)euses.^^ He then urged the 
Fellows of the Socielff to subscribe fibenilly for the same purpose/^ 

How, then, can tlio (^)inniittec st y that it was at my suggestion 
that the Society availed themselves .,f my services, when, from the 
evidence of the “ Proceedings,^^ quote ;1 a])Ove, it is plain that the 
idea originated with Captain Speke and the Conn i 1, who, unsoli- 
cited, sought my aid V 

At this stage 1 olicred, in ease tlic sum o:’ (:'3,000 was raised, to 
go as far south as tin' noint of the tenni nation of Speke’s first 
expedition. 

On the 25th February, 1801 (see '' Proceedings,’’ Vol. V., No. 
3, page 107) the President ann -’nieed the subseri])tious to exceed 
£1,000, and said, (kmsul Pethcii<di is about tv) ^U'ot'ccd to K har- 
toum,” &c. I then dlstinetiy stated that the sum subs(:rii)ed was 
only one-half what would be re(iuired for the wdioie objciet, and con- 
sequently, that found Avould only sulliee for carrying out tlje first 
])art of the projeet of the Society, viz., that of meelhuj Captain, 
SpelvC and supply iny him wUh yrain and other necessaries at G on- 
do koro. 

That 1 did succeed in doing this is beyond dis])ute— and Speke 
not availing himself thereof is no fault of mine. The two boats 
under Abd il IMajid arrived at Gondokoro in December, 1861, 
and not in January, 1862. A third boat, laden with grain and 
having a crew of forty-three men, arrived at the date stated by 
the Committee, for the sui)port of Abd il Majid in his search for 
S])eke overland, as advised in my letter to Speke, dated Khartoum, 
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November 15tb, 1861, a copy of which I forwarded to the Society 
on November 25th. 

In a previous letter to Sir Roderick I informed him that it was 
owing to the powerful opposition Abd il Majid would be likely to 
meet w^th by proceeding direct south from Gondokoro that dictated 
the ro^te via my station on the west side of the Nile^ and that the 
direction in whicli they travelled was not, as tlie Committee affirms, 
a wrong iric. I need only state that upon the oeeassion of Captain 
Speke taking leave of his guide, Kidgwiga, at i)c Bono’s station 
(see page oSo of his work), he describes it as the best route to 
adopt from (jorutokoro. 

Tliat there could have beem no miseouee])tion on the part of my 
servant 1 tliink is evidemt. On tlie eonti*ary, during the over- 
land journey he followed his instruetions to the full (‘xtent of his 
power; and, considering that the Society had been fully advised of 
the step, had they disM[>proved of it, why not at tlui time have 
eommunicat(ai with me? But neither the Soeit^ty nor Speke, at 
the time of my entering on this enterprise, really expected more of 
me tliau that T shoedd meet and suecmir the Zanzibar Expedition 
at Gondokoro. 

The folloxving extract from a letter addrc'sscd to me by Dr. Shaw, 
one of the officials of the Society, proves this, lie writes : 


June 27///, ISr.l , 

“i\rv Dear BETiiEiacK, 

Tlie last news from Speke were to the effect that the 
party was advancing up the hills into the interior, and hoped 
to meet you all well at Gondokoro. (to ahead ! Take obser 
vations for onr gold medal. 

“ (Signed) JNOIiTOX SHAW.” 

VOL. II. ; 12 
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Why the Committee insist upon calling this a private trading 
journey I am the more at a loss to iinclerstand, as I had previously 
stated to them its objects ; and with reference to the account of 
expeiiditui’e furnished to the Society, I debit myself with one-half 
of the expenses of this expedition, on account of any trade that 
might arise out of the search for Speke. I maintain that Mussaad's 
journey was not undertaken with a view to trade ; but if, in carry- 
ing out his instructions and without prejudice thereto, he traded 
wdien an opportunity occurred (and I should have blamed him if 
he had not done so), I cannot sec why the Committee endeavour 
to disown its real object and throw discredit on the expedition by 
calling it a trading journey. 

Do not the whole proceedings of the lloyal (Geographical Society 
convey to the world that the main o])j(cc of ('very journey or 
voyage of discovery, wliicli they countenance in Afri(*a and else- 
wdierc, is the extension of British eonnnercc? That it was known 
and expected I should trade, tlie following quotation from the 
Proceedings,^’ (V"ol. A III., No. 4, ])agc 121), amply testifies: 

The President and (k)uneil in expressing a hope that you may 
not only succeed in affording succour to the Zanzibar Expedition, 
but that you may also succeed in opening a new field to the civiliz- 
ing influence of commerce.” 

Again, Speke in his letter to me, dated December 22nd, 1859, 
said, ‘^TV^jat a jolly good thing it >vould be to accomplish ! You 
could do your ivory business at the same time that you work out 
gcograjdiy ! ! ” ' 

With reference to the statement of (kiptain (now Colonel) Grant 
to the (committee that my agent in charge of the boat and stores at 
Gondokoro made no offer whatever to assist them gratuitously with 
provisions, an extract from Captain Speke’s work — which I shall 
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presently quote — will bo sufficient to contradict this assertion. lie 
also goes on to say, they bought certain articles as any other 
customers might liave done.^^ Had Captain Grant Ijeeii aware of, 
or recollected. Captain Speke^s letter to me, he would have hesi- 
tated before making so unfounded an assertion. 

In the letter referred to, dated Gondokoro, February 21th, 1863, 
after asking to be su])plied with three pieces of American sheeting 
and a few other necessaries, S])eke says : 

I have already taken from your stores, on account, 96 yards of 
American sheeting, which, togctlicr with the above, I could cither 
repay you at Kliartouin, C’airo, or London — as you please. 

Captain Grant also forgot that Speke and himself, when at Gon- 
dokoro, were destitute, *aud naturally unable to pay for anything 
they might desire to purchase. Speke further says in his work 
(page 606) : 

JNly men bogged for some clothes, as Pcthcriek, they said, had 
a store for me under the (‘barge of his vaklL The storekeeper was 
then (tailed, confirming the story of my nu*n : 1 begged of him to 
(jivi; me what 'ir((s nnj omn. It turned out it was all Petherick^s, 
hut he had orders to (five me ou account anythiui/ f manted. This 
being settled, i took 95 yards of the commonest stuff as a make- 
shift for mosquito curtains for my men, besides four sailoiV shirts 
for my head inen.^^ 

On the following ])age he goes on to say : 

At his (Pcthcrick’s) urgent request, I took a few^ yards of 
elotli for my own men and some cooking fat ; and though I offered 
to pay for it, he declined to accept any return at my hands. 

Neither Sj)ekc nor Grant have in any form acknowledged that 
during their sojourn at Gondokoro my stores supplied their men 
with daily rations of grain ; but this is of little importance. 

% 2 — 2 
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It hy I think, needless to say more upon this subject ; but, for 
the information of my readers, I beg to state that my store at 
Gondokoro, in this instance, was strictly a depot for the benefit of 
the Speke Expedition ; and that the store annually established was 
not for the sale of articles of any kind, but simi)ly for the accom- 
modation of my trading stations in the interior. 

Captain (IranCs statement that the agcnit in charge of the boat 
at Gondokoro gave them no letters is quite correct. In the belief 
that I should arrive before the boat at Gondokoro, I took care of 
the letters for Sj)cke and Grant, and, on meeting the travellers, 
delivered them personally. 

Ilakcr had arrived at Gondokoro l)cfore Speke or myself, and it 
was but natural that Grant should first of all li(;ar through him of 
the subscription of but Captain Grant might have added 

that on my arrival I ])laced tlie Society’s Procec'dings,” con- 
taining a full account of everything relating thereto, in his hands. 

With reference to thb date fix(‘.d by the Committee for the ter- 
mination of my agreement to keep boats at Gondokoro to relicv'^c 
tlie Nile Expedition — that Speke did not ‘cx])ect me to withdraw 
my assistance in July, 1802, is evident. In his letter to me from 
Karagwe, March 28th, 1802, and published in the Proceedings ” 
of the Society (Yol. VIII., No. 4, page 235), he says : 

I would go across the Masai country at once to Zanzibar ; 
but considering your promise to keep two or three boats two or 
three years for me, I sacrifice everything to fulfil the engagement.” 

1 likewise ‘^'sacrificed everything” to keep mt/ engagement; but 
Avhen Baker appeared u])on the scene at Gondokoro, Speke entirely 
ignored his engagement. 

The Committee, also, in lieu of giving me a fair trial, preferred 
to abide by the prejudices they had conceived, and to follow the 
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example of Speke and llaker by not only ignoring the stipulations 
of tlie agreement^ but by setting aside the acts of their own Council. 

Thusj upon the report of my deaths tlie Council of the Society — 
six months after what the Committee please to call the termination 
of iny agreement — authorized Ihiker, in the event of my deaths to 
continue the duties that liad been assigned to me ! 

That the Council acknowledged my services beyond tlie daic^ 
fixed by the Committee is proved by their acceptance of my 
accounts of expenditure, which have not only lieeu passed by the 
Finance Committee for the entire t(‘rni of the expedition, but have 
been publislied in the Society’s Proceedings.” 

In the accounts submitted to tlic Society, ('very item was par- 
ticularized ; but the following curtailed version will, 1 think, convc'y 
a more correct idi^a of the cost of my expedition than that published 
in the Proceedings,” 

(See balance-sheet, pp. 182, 183 ) 

My having duly advised tlu^ Socic'ty/ from Khartoum, that 
additional expemditure would be reipiired to ccpiip a much larger 
expeditiem than 1 had antieipatc'd, and at no time reci'iving any 
notice of disapiwoval thereof— my willingness to advance the re- 
({uisite funds in the' belief that the Society would hold me harm- 
less, as no limit was [daced on my efforts to meet Speke — all 
condjinc to niaki^ me consider the Society virtually and morally my 
debtor to the amount of L' 1,172 4.v. (PA, the excess of expenditure 
over receipts, as annexed in the account on the next pages. 

Had I met with a fair trial, I make no doubt of the result, and 
feel sure the President would have considered himself justified in 
again appealing to tlie Fellows to cliargc themselves with voluntary 
proportions of that balaiu'O, the whole weight of which I have been 
left alone to bear. • 



EXTRACT OF ACCOUNT RENDERED TO 

Expedition to succour 


DlSmTIISKMKN'JS. 

KXI'EDTTION tfMVHTl AlU) iL MA.J ID. 

18(11. •: .V. d. C x. d. 

Nov. lo. To livo luoiith^' advance oT wages to twenty 


men, crews of two boat>. 

(r> 

0 

0 

Ditto to Abd il Alajid and Escort of 

forty nu'ti 

<S(> 

s 

1 

Firearms, Ammunition, Xe. 

2.V.) 

(I 

11 

Glass Beads and ol)ieets for barter 

;5lo 


10 

Grain, Provisions, Stores, N:c., Xc 

I7t 

13 


Ditto excliisiv<‘ly ior Gaptains Speke 

and Grant 

10 

D 

lO' 


Expedition rxoEUTAKF.N ijy my \v'ifi: and self, acoompanied v.y 
D rs. MuRii: and DnowNEEL and IIkxiiv Eoxokoft. 


18(;i>. 

Alar. 20. To five inontlis’ advance lo liTiy-six men, 

tlie crews oC four boal.N 127 II 7 

Ditto to 1 hint CVS juid Escort, iifty-t]ire(* 

men 000 11) lo 

Deads atid ol>jects for barter ir>72 D 1 

Firearms, Arnrnnnition, Xc lOOO .*> 4 

Pnivisions, Horses, Donkeys, and sun- 
dry Stores D>(I0 2 b 

June k. Se]>t. Balance of pay and ])oat-Lire on return 
of boats to Kliarloum, per my Agc*nf, 

M.Lulf Allah ;i2:J 1 2 


0 


Expedition DisPATUiiED dy my Agent i'jiom Kkaktoum ro 

UEINFOIICE THE FOKECJOING. 

1 803. 

June, To advance to an Escort, of fifty -six men 


and crews of five boats .‘503 h I 

Grain, l’rovi.sions, Stores, &c 003 1(> 1 


Balance of i)ay and boat-hire on return .082 3 10 

1810 8 0 


Total Disduksements. 
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THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 

MV 

Captains Speke and Grant, 


hecp:ipts. 

LSOl. .C .V. (L Si 

Nov. }i). Hy suLscripl ions from the Jtoyal rJeo- 

.'Lrrn;Mii(*;ii Society and t!ic ])ul)lic... 1000 0 o 

Oiic-liiilf llic expenses of Kxjiedition 
under AImI il .Me; id, on ac<*ounl of 
iiiv trado 4(;fl 17 S 

Mar. 20 (o Siiiidry (loods lo my I'istaLlislinient on 

A]»ril IS. tonninalion of Ex}i(‘dition 1227 1 4 

.i,\inonnl realized l»y tlie sale of sundry 

Eirearms and Sioros ."(IT d 2 

Ditto ret uriu'd to my sloros ;ii Kliarloinn 011 0 2 

Hire of one boat forllu' re(]uiremonis of 

my trnd(‘ 00 0 S 

Amount realized by bnrter«>i Tusl.> willi 
(binds eharp'cd to PL\|KMli( ion, 10 ers. 
of 100 lbs. (Mieb, (e .CIO lOO 0 0 

ISOb. 

iNov. balanee of Subsc!ri]>l ion L’lind Ill 12 10 




I’OI AL iH:< 'EllTS. 


el 2 ld 1 10 


ExetESS OF DrSlJUllSEMENTS OVEll llECEir'i s Cl 172 4 0 


CSdSo 0 4 



184 TRAVELS IN CENTRAL AFRICA. 

In answer to the last paragraph of tiic Comraittee^s statement, 
if they had rcierred to my report to the Society they might easily 
have satisfied lliciusclvcs that, after June, 18G3, I did not possess 
the means Avlierewith to trade; and liy a reference to my account 
of expenses tlu'N would also have seen tliat I had givcii credit for 
transactions in trade', during the entire course of my journey, to 
the amount the ivory ol)talned at Kliartoum, viz., ;£1G(). 

That, at asuhsequeiit date, the Councnl of the Society eiitcrtaiucd 
a ditrcrcut view of my procc'cdings after June, 18G:2, is proved by the 
insertion in the Journal for 1S(J5 of a shoii abstract of my ^^Land 
Journey Westward of th(^ V'hitc Nile.’’ It contains what no other 
traveller has furnished, for, liesidcs astrononiical data, it contains 
tlio measurements of the While Kile., and its western tributaries 
from the Sobat southwaids, up to JG' K. latitude. And altliough 
the Expedition Committee could give nn.‘ (;r('dit for no other tlian 
])crsonal motives for this journey, the (jeogra])hical Society of 
Gotha thought (liffereutly, and In*. lVtenmun\, in the Mi! the'd- 
declaiTS that ‘Av(’ must acknowledge it to lie the most 
important jounuy of all ^hitherto aceomplisln'd in the territory 
between the rp])er White Kile and the Djour;” and in auotlicr 
place he adds, ' On(‘. also jilainly sies that upon <his map special 
importance was laid, and, indeed, it appears to us to be the most 
important thing in th(‘ new volnnu' of the Journal.’^ 

In finally submitting myself to the judgment of the subscribers 
to rny fund as to wlicthcr I performed, so far as it was in my power, 
what 1 had uiidei takcm, I beg to again bring Ijcforc their notice my 
last eoinmunication addressed to the President and Council of the 
Ptoyal Gcogra])hical Society previous to starting on my cx])editioii. 
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Fahru ary 4///, 

‘‘ Gkntlemex, 

‘‘ Aly ijiritructions not having been read at the last meet- 
ing of the Society, and the allusion to the proceedings in the 
‘Times,’ stating my expedition to extend to the discoATry of the 
source of the Nile, 1 fear many of the su1)scnbers may be under 
a false impression respecting the real object thereof, and, at a 
future time, may cxpi’es^ disappointment at my proceeding no 
fartluu* in the interior tliau it will be possible for me to accom- 
plish in the time agreed upon, viz., November, 18G1, to duly, 
18()2. 

“ With the greatest desire to carry out the instructions of the 
lioyal (leographieal Society and to satisfy every subscriber, T 
sliall consider it a favour il* the Council will publish a brief 
statenu'Jit of my npproacliiug expedition, ''ith an explanation 
that the programme, as put forward in the printed circular, has 
necessarily been curtailed owing to the amount therein statt‘d 
not liaving been sul)scribed. AVishijig to karr fair, ami on a 
satisfactory umh'r.'taiuliug with one and all of my snp}>orters, 

“(Signed) JOHN PETHLLICK.” 

• 

That I w('ut as far as I ])Ossil)ly could, and, notwithstanding 
unforeseen dillienlties, sucli as tin*, nnirn'cedinited overilow of tlu'. 
Nile, did eventually earry out to the letter my engagement with 
Speke and the Iloyal Geograpliii'al Society, I venture to })rcsumc 
will be admitted. 

While tlie Society, in its “ Proceedings, ” admit that frotn licavy 
rains and flooded rivers Speke might Ijc unable to get forward^ no 
allowance is made for me, who had not only an unprecedented 
early monsoon, with its contraiy xvinds, &e., to surmount, but vast 
floods to overeome — which lie had not. 
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It is also stated that I was d(^taiiu (l for want of camels at 
Korosko, and w^as too late in tlic season in leaving Kliartourn ; but 
Speke was a great deal later in leaving Zanzibar. I am blamed 
for being at Gondokoro seven months beyond tlic time so unjustly 
quoted by the Committee as the limit to which my attempt to 
succour Speke was confined, while he w^as sixteen months after the 
period a})pointed for his rcaehing that jdaee. 

Docs not this show the folly of any man, or body of men, sitting 
down in London and fixing the time for the meeting of two expedi- 
tions — the one starting from Egypt and the other from Zanzibar, 
both to meet at Gondokoro at a given period — the lattcT having 
one thousand five hundred geographical miles and the former two 
thousand miles to travel v 

And now with thaidcs to those readers who may have patiently 
followed me through so much dry and, perhaps, uninteresting 
matter, I submit to their consideration the justi(‘o of the Council 
of the Royal Geographical Society, who accorded unlimited praise 
to the one who had the ^lortcst distance to perform, and was the 
longest about it, while they would neither recognize the eflbrts of 
the other to keep his api)ointmcnt, nor welcome Irim home ! 
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DESCTUPTIONS OF A NEW 8PECMES 

or 

FRESH-WATER TURTLE AND CllAM.ELEON. 

P>> Du. J. E. OEAY, E.E.S. 


“BIMTlSFr MUSKITM, 

“7// 7// :w, 

i)I<:aii Sfu^ 

I am very f 2 ;lacl to bear that you are aljout to publish 
the result of your travels in the 1 'pper Kile basin. 

Among the very interesting spceiiiK us whic*h you sent to tlu^ 
British ^Museum are two very largo full-grown, soi‘t-baek fresh- 
water or mud tortoises, wliieh you o]>tainc(l from Khartoum. 
When I first received them, I believed tliat they were identical 
with the soft-back fresh- water oi m\ul tortoise of ihc Lower Kile, 
which is now called Tyrsa Niloifca, and gave an account of them 
in my description of that animal, published in the Proceeding.^ 
of the Zoological Society^’ for 18(11. 

The TrioaichuUOj or mud, or soft-backed tortoises are very un- 
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like the other fresh-water tortoises, the back being covered with a 
soft skin, that is expanded out on the side, so as to form a short 
edged cartilaginous ilexiblc shield. They have only three claws on 
each foot, and the head is covered with a tliick soft skin, like the 
body. Tlioy arc furnished with fleshy lips, which hide the horny 
beak that covers the jaws; the lower lip is bent downwards, and 
the upper ones are dependent over and cover the lower one. 

But 1 have lately discovered that specimens of the Tnomchida* 
— that arc very like externally, especially in the dry and more or 
less distorted state in which we have them in museums — arc in fact 
distinct species, which arc easily distinguished by the examination 
of the bones of the head, and especially the form of the chewing 
surface of the jaws. 1 was induced to soak the head and open 
the jaws of the s[)ccinu'i! whi(‘h 1 reC('ived from you, and those 
which we had from Mr. BuiToii from the Lower Nile, and also the 
specimens which Ave purchased of M. Du riiaillii from the (laboon, 
under the name of Asj)idonertes Aspilvs (('opt*), and 1 Avas much 
])leascd to observe that the speciimms from the Upper Nile or 
Khartoum, dilfering entirely in the form of the masticating surface 
of the jaws from both the specimens of tlu^ Lower Nile and the 
(laboon : the skull and masticating surfaces of ihutAvo latter Avere 
exactly alike, and are the wcll-knoAvii 7V/r.sv/ Nllotinaj Avliilc the 
aTiimals Avhieh you sent from Khartoum Avere so different that I liavc 
considered them as the types of a new species, forming a distinct 
genus in the family, Avlileh T have named Fordla Afrkana, after Mr. 
Ford, so Avell knoAvii for his beau tifiil lithographic figures of reptiles, 
fishes, corals, and other animals. 

‘‘ 'When the differences in the form of the masticating surface 
of the jaAvs were observed, and the attention was called to the 
difference that existed between the two mud tortoises, it was easily 
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seen that even the stuffed specimens from Khartoum had a shorter 
and more roimded face than the stuffed specimens of the Nilotic 
Trtony.r, thougli it liad previously been overlooked. The alveolar 
or chewing surfaces of the upper and hinder jaws arc very wide 
and nearly flat^ while the same parts of the jaws of the Nilotic 
Trmrijj) or Tyrse NUotica are attenuated, concave, and sharp edged 
in front, and only broad and flattened on the sides. The Khartoum 
mud tortoise may be then described : 

For dhi. — Head short, broad; face short; forehead convex, witli 
a nari’ow linear deep anterior palatine grove in the skull, rather 
shallow. Alveolar surface of the beak of tlie npp(w jaw very wide ; 
the Leak of the lower jaw very ))road, as wide in front as on the 
side, (|uit(i flat ; granular, with a veiy indistinct indication of a 
longitudinal central ridge in front. 

‘^Tlie hinder j)air of (‘ostjc about half as broad as the pair of 
eostic befoi’C it. 

Africa. The genus is known from /riony.v by the llatness and 
width of the alveolar surface of tlie ])eak. 

Fordid afrirddd . — ddie head and neck (and most likelv the 
other parts of the body, limbs, and dorsal shield) olive, nnnutcly 
and regTdai’ly sj)eckled with small regular white spots. 

^^Thc hinder sternal callosities triangnlar, rather longer than 
wide, straight in front and the inner side very aente behind. — 
Fordid africdddj Guay, P.Z.S., l<Sf)t). 

U pper Nile, Khartoum. Adult male and female in 
the British Museum. 

‘^The head and neck of these large specimens, Avlien the skin 
was wet, showed that it is speckled wdth Avhitc, like the true Nilotic 
rand tortoise, Tyrsc NUoiica. The sternal callosities difler rather 
in form from those of 7>/r.sv NUotiva ; the hinder ones are larger 
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and more acute behind. The last costse of the ribs are all wider^ 
compared with the others, than in that animal. 

A young specimen in spirit, from the Upper Nile, obtained 
from Mr. Pcthcrick, ])robahly belongs to this species. 

Tlie licad, neck, feet, and dorsal disk covered with close, small, 
dark-edged circular white spots, those on the side of the head, and 
especially on the chin and throat, being rather the largest. 

VV^ith kind regards, believe me 
Yours faithfully, 

^^JOJiN EDVV. GRAY. 

J. Pethkhkuv, Es(p, 

“ .Vc., 


Dk. Guay lias also given the following descrijition of a lU’vv 
species of chamicleoii, discovered by ^Ir. PeiluTick, in the “Pro- 
ceedings of the Zoological Society,’^ 1803, p. 91 ; 

“ This species is very like CiidntdcJco S( nr(/alvnsis ; but the scales 
on the ridges of the back arc of the sam(‘ size as those of neigh- 
bouring parts, and therefore do not form any apjircciablc crest. 
The occi])ut is rather diderently shaped, the hinder central keel 
being a little more ])rominent. 'Fhe scales of the head, body, limbs, 
and tail are smaller and less raised. The limbs are longer and 
more slender. 

“ Tills species is very different from tlic Vhantadeo offitiis of 
Riippcll (which is the C, Abijssialvnit of the Berlin Museum), 
from Abyssinia, which diflers from both C, sene (/ ale tisis and C, 
laevigatas in the scales being much larger and more convex, and 
in the scales of the ridges of the head and back being larger than 
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those oil the neighbouring parts, so as to form distiiiet crests; and 
in C. affinis the hotly is grey or bhiekish, with two or three broad, 
irreguhir-sliaped, opaque white spots, forming an interrupted streak 
on each side of the back of the animal. 

This species may be thus described : 

C/iaitiaclco lacrif/a/ns . — Grey or bluish in spirits. Seales small, 
hat, sube([ual, uniform; dorsal line nearly smooth, scarcely crested. 
J5elly with a crest of larger acute Ailiite scales. Occiput slightly 
raised in the centre by a slight Vcxl; the superciliary ridges and 
the central kciel sear(‘<'ly dentated. Tht' legs elongated, very 
slcnder.^^ 

11 ab., K barton ni. 
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THE FISHES OF THE NILE. 

Bt Ub. AJ.BEKT hunt llj®, IMIS, F,Z.S, fe. 


rjpilE extensive colleetioiis of fislics made by Mr. Petberiek ou 
tlie LoAver aiul l;i)j)er Nile^ and depositc'd in the Britisli 
IMiiscuni^ have indueed me to coinjdy Avitb bis iXMincst to j.;ive an 
aeeount of tln'in. Indeed^ by so doing I mendy fulfil a ))r()misc 
made to liiin several years ago, wIkmi^ ou Ids* return to Egypt, I 
directed liis attention to tins part of the Fauna. It will be seen 
from the following remarks how mneh our knowledge oi +lie zoo- 
logy of the ]Sil(‘ has been advanced by his cUbrts; and the 'British 
Museum may now claim to])ossess the most complete series of the 
lishes of the Nile. 

But, however gratifying an aeeount of the success of these col- 
lections would have been to those immediately concerned in them, 
I thought it more useful to travellers to the Nile, and to zoologists, 
to take this opportunity of compiling short descriptions* of all the 


* Most ot those* eloscriptioiis arc takon from luy j^cnoral work ou Fislios, “Cata- 
logue of tlic Fishes of tJie Uritish Musi'uiii," Yols. 1. — VIIL, published by the 
Trustees, 1859-011. Several of the woodcuts arc insert (aI here from the same work, 
with the kind ])ormissioii of the Trustees. 
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species known from this river, so tliat tlic collector may recognize 
them on tlie spot^ and select tlioso examples whicli^ at present, are 
most valua1)lc for European collcetions, or may be unknown to 
science. In order to facilitate tlie determination of the species 
by men not acquainted vritli iclitbyological terms, I Lave added 
the Arabic names from reliable sources and ]\Tr. Petlierick’s lists. 
However, it must ])e remarked tliat most of the spi'cics appear to 
liavc dilVerent names on tbe lower and upper parts of the river, and 
I Lave not always been aide to find out wLetLer the name is used 
at Cairo, or KLartouin, or in some other district. I thought myself 
entitled to give such a general aeeount, as the species whieli 1 do 
not know from autopsy arc but f(ov in numlxT. 

The first* account of Eislu's of the ISih^ has l)c('ii givcui hy a Swede, 
Dr. Friednhdi Hasselquist, a disciple of Linnauis, who visited JCgypt 
in the year 1 700 , and gave excellent descrijitions of thirte(‘u species 
observed by him at (^liro (‘^ Jteise naeh Ibihestiiui.” linstock, 
17r).'2. 8vo.) About twenty years aft(T, 'Egypt was visited by a 

Danish naturalist, Peter loirskal, who, lik('- 1 lassehpiist, died bi'fore 
Ins discoveries were ])nblishe(l iimh'r the title Des(*ription('s Ani- 
nialiinn,^’ 8zc. (llavn., ]77o. Ito.) II(‘ a(ld('d nim^ species to 
those previously knowij. 

Sonnini, a Errnch ollieer, who visiled J‘lgy})l towards the end of 
last eeidury, lias the merit of having first published illustrations of 
the most common Nik; fish, ck'vc’ii in nurnixn*. Tliey are perfccttly 
rccognizabh', and the author has added the vernacular names. 

Voyage dans la Haute ct Basse Egypt.” Paris. Hvo.) 

* Wc cannot enter licrc into tin* IrjicMH-ntary notices of nneient and nu'diicvjii 
fuitliors. 
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At tlie begiiinin<^ of tlic present century (1809) the grand work 
containing the discoveries and ohscr vat ions of the naturalists 
accompanying the French exj)cdition to Egy])t was published. 
(“Description do rj^lgy})t.” Paris. Folio.) The ichthyological 
portion was worked out by Gcoflroy St. Hilaire (father and son). 
It contains the dcsciiptions and figures of twenty-seven species, 
all from the lower parts of the Nile. Th(‘ figures are productions 
of great artistic value, tlmugh majucntly inaccurate in ])()ints 
of (letaiV 

Not less important than the discoveries of the French naturalists 
were those made ])y \)r. Eduard luippcdl, who collected in Egypt, 
on tlie lied Sea, and in Abyssinia, in tlie years iS‘29 to 1835. He 
treats ol* th(‘ (ishes of the Nile* in three' ])apcrs, published in Frank- 
fort-on-tliC-MaiiK', and gl\(‘s a list of forty-five species, thirteen of 
w'hi(‘h were dis'covercd by liimself. J/ik(' liis pr('d('C('ssoi's, he col- 
lected chlcdy on the Tiower Nile; but he added also six species from 
Jjakc Za,na, w hieh we shall mention hcreafU'r. Singularly (mough, 
these latU'j* fishes luive ncvei’bec'u found in t])e Nih' propiu’,^' tlierc- 
fore T need not add here tluur (les(‘riptions. 

Two Freiudi travellers paid some attention to these fishes almost 
at the same time as llupjK'll. Tlie lirst, Do .loaunis, appears to have 
eolleeted ehi(‘ily small fishes, whieh, nn fortunately, are too much 
neglected In’ eolleetors, who depend on the native fishermen, and 
eonsecpiently obtain only llu' largx'i* and eatable kinds. He de- 
scribes six species whieh have not been ix'diseoveix'd, and arc but 
indiderently deserlbed and iigmed iu “ (jluerin’s JNlagazin de 

* Lake Zaiia is 5,800 i'eel alM)\c the lt'\el nf the si-a, and the lcn)j>erat un* of its 
^va(e^ in March was ](1'’ K. (Uii])]>oll.) 
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Zoologic.'^ (183 j.) The other autlior, J. J. llifaud, lias figured 
about twenty fishes in a very coarse mauncrj in his great work^ 

Voyage en Egyptc dopuis 1805^ juscpi’ en 1827.^^ (Paris. Folio.) 
Bedside a figure^ wJiieli ap])ears to liavc been taken from the broad- 
nosed ccl^ there is no novelty among them. 

Tlie materials which existed in tlic European collections at 
tlie time when Cuvier and Valenciennes's general work on fislics 
was ])ublis]ied, had ])cen so well woiked out^ that they were not 
enabled to add much to our knowledge of this Fauna. Also Dr. 
lleckel^ wlio examined the iehihyologic'al collections Tiiade by Buss- 
egger during his travels in .Egypt and Nnbia^ and published a most 
uscfid historical synopsis of the fishes of the Nile (Bussegger's 
‘^Beisen." Stuttg.^ 1817. 8vo. \o]. 11.), was not more successlul, 
three of the four s[)(^cies nanu'd by him as new having been j)]’e- 
viously (les(‘ril)(‘d. In this list sixty-seven species are enumerated 
(the Lake Zana species, and Cy[)rin()douts whicli are not found in 
the Nile, not included) ; but nine of them have since betai proved 
to be merely synonyms, so that at lletkcPs time not (juite sixty 
species were known to inhabit this great river. 

Finally, 1 liave to mention that Sir Samuel Baker has given us 
tlie first glim])se of the Fish-Fauna of the great Central African 
lakes to which the course of the river has been traced. Me figure’s 
in ^'Thc Alfiert Nyaiiza," \ ol. 11., p. L‘M, two fishes which are 
evidently Lafes tiilutlcas and Lvimloaii'vn. 

Mow much our knowledge of this Fauna has been advanced by 
Mix Petheriek's eollcetions is evident from the following list, which 
contains eighty -one species, of which eleven only were not found 
by him, or arc not known to me from autopsy. On the other hand, 
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eij»ljteen were new additions ; and the discoveiy of genera like 
Ctenopoma, IJa/jlochllus, llhinoglanis , and the Indian OphioccqthaUis 
in the upper parts of the Nile are points of the greatest infc(U'es,t, 
The British jMiiseum has lately received nutnerous collections from 
AVest Africa; and a comparison of those lishes showed that a most 
intimate connection exists between tliese distant Baiinas. Tliis 
analogy has been noticed as early as the year by iNIr. Bennett,, 

one of the Secretaries of the Zoological So(*i('ty, wliosc [)rcmature 
death was so great a los^^ to iehthyoiogy. (“ Broe. Zool. Soc./^ 183 1, 
p. lo.) 1 have tliouglit it useful to iudieai(‘, in t!i(‘ list, whether 
the several sjiccies belong moj‘(‘ ])roperly to the bauna of tlic Lowit 
or Up])er NiU', the first and si\lh cataracts being made the boun- 
daries of the two (‘ourses. ^Mr. IMluTick has eolleeted at (kiiro, 
Khartoum, (loudokoro, and on an ahluent oi* the AVhite Nlie (13. 
il Gazal and Djoor) south of ( Joiulokoro. ills jnvdeec'ssors have 
(‘olk'Cted ehielly on the loner parts of the i'l\er. 


LbST Ob Tllb J’LSIlJvS OF THE AJLE.* 


Tjalca nil 0 liens 

J.ovK'r Xilt'. 

X 

V ]»))»-’>■ Nile, 

X 

West Africa. 

X 

Clenoponta pclficrici 

u 

V 

X 

jMnp'd c(ph(th{s 

. . .K 

O 

X 

Mnpil capilo 

X 

o 

o 


* The mark o signilics that the s]i(‘cic'^ Ikus not yet ]>ccn t’onncl in a 2>iirlicular 
region. 



203 


TKAVELS IN CBNTEAL AFKJCA. 



Lower Nilo, 

IJlUK'r Nile. 

West Africa. 

MngiJ itetlterici 

X 

0 

0 

M.ugil salietts 

X 

O 

O 

Mngll (Ti/pforJtihfs 

X 

0 

0 

Oj}fiioccpliah(.^ oh^ciirus. 

. u 

X 

O 

Chromic nlloiieua 

X 

X 

o 

Clarin'i (tiiginUari.^ 

X 

X 

X 

Claricfii jvtrviuHtufy 

X 

o 

o 

Clariff.s lui^rra 

X 

X 

o 

Chtriai< ii«tn'ar(t}tlln(ii . 

X 

X 

o 

Ilr/crohranclnis hi/^{)rsffh\s 

X 

o 

o 

Heirrohr(t}ivli(.^ infcnncJlitti . 

o 

X 

o 

Ilcfrrohraitrhffs long/ ///is 

X 

X 

o 

SrJtil/)r ifriDtnsrojuis 

X 

,< 

o 

Sc/illJif^ JHI/s/ffS 

X 

X 

() 

Sc/iil/iC dispihi 

. o 

X 

X 

Srhil/ir jN(ssr!(/ifis/ii 

X 

o 

o 

J^Jt(fropiffs jiil(di( ffs 

X 

X 

o 

ain't/ i(s 

y 

o 

o 

Jhujnis JjaifOi/ 

X 

X 

X 

Jjarjnis dovinar 

X 

X 

o 

Chn/sic/t/l/j/s aura f If s 

X 

Q 

o 

(.'ffrg.siclf/l//fs laarn/py 

o 

X 

\ 

aldVDli'S Itiliri'ps . 

o 

X 

A 

^lurJiCiKf.'^jiis //is<‘afiif (fs 


X 

X 

JSi/iiCfdoji/is sart’j' . 

o 

V 

o 

SpuoiJon/is inacrodau 

X 

o 

o 

St/ nod on Us srrrnfas 

o 

V 

o 

S//HodoitUs srJtal. . 

X 

X 

X 

Siinodoniis hinnrraU's . 

St/ir*do}?/is jjirjjdjranarrtfs 

o 

X 

o 

lihinoglanis fi/pus 

o 

X 

o 
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Mochocnsi nihticics 
M alapfenirus elect ricu ft 
C Itharin ua yeojl'roi/i 
Citharinus lotus . 
Alesfes dentej' 

Alcstcs kotfteliyi . 
Alcfitcfi hutrrolcp'nlofuft . 
Alrsfes vuette 
Alrstes ruppAlfi . 

J1 // droryoji Jhrs/i‘oli i 
It jfdrocpou hrrris- . 
Distichodu^ 'fiiloHrus 
J)isticlfodus rostrfftus . 
Di.stii'l/odus cuf/ifcrp hoh>s‘ 
D'hsfichod us breri pi u uis 
l(difhif'hurus fuirrtdrpis . 
1 eh Ihi/borus bcssr , 

( (\}rripiUU'<) /idn/>r/ts 
Jf(inupr/>s i'O'uhtrr 
J1 onutj / t(s o.rifi’hii utd' us 
Monujirus (p-(>li‘n'ifi 
AI ojf HI tf not h o-ysrij u t s f i i 
.Monuyrus ciipriuoidrs . 
Alonnyrus honu 
AJorinjirus d iscojd/fiu rb u s 
Afonuprus borri . 
Aloi'jupnis i si, fori . 
.]rorunjr}fs dorsalis 
Aronujjrus prfrrsii 
Aronuurus auguilloidcs , 
(^jfiuvarclius 'uiloUcus . 


I;Ow«r Nile. Upper Nile. West Africa. 


X o O 

XXX 
XXX 
XXX 
X X o 

X X O 

XXX 
X X O 

O X o 

X X X 

o X X 

V X o 

X o o 

O X o 

O (.' 

C> X o 

X n o 

o o 

X X o 

X .< C' 


X X 


X X 
X .<• (j 
C.' X o 

X o c 
> D O 
X X' o 
O X X 
X c o 


X 


X 


X 
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IlapJoch i lus fhac iolatus 
Laheo niloticus 
Lahco coubic 
Labco foi\s7caUi . . 

Barbus bpnui^ 

]h(rbus prrince 
Bar dins nilolicus 
Barillus Ihcbcnsis 
Bardins hibie 
Cdupna ficta . 

Jletcroi is n doli rns 
AmjuiUa rnlijnris . 
Antp’Ula Jal irostris 
Tdroilon Jahaka . 
Bolujdcrus bicJdr . 
Bultjn Ivrits svni'ffcdvnsis 
Lcp idos ire a a mice leas 


Lower Nile. 
O 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

> 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Upper Nile. 
X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

X 

o 

o 

X 

X 


X X 

o X 


West Africa. 
X 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

G 

o 

o 

X 

o 

o 

X 

X 

X 

X 


All the clescribctl ))}• Ruppell, from Lake Zaiia, are 

Barbels,* viz., 


Burbiis surkis. 
Barbus infer ntedius. 
Barbus ajfuus. 


Barbus (fonjuari, 
Barbus cloiiffafiis. 
Barbus nviUjia. 


It is evident from tlie ])ceuliarly simple course of the Nile and 
tlie absence of tributaries in its lower portion, wliicli would con- 
nect it with systems of other rivers, that the Fauna of this part is 


* Tilt' lisli ilc.seriLed Uy l{.ii])])tdl as Chondrostouiu demhends (.•annot be admitted 
into the system ; lllippell himself omits it in a later list. It a])pear.s to have been 
some young iish. 
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merely the offspring of that of the Upper Nile, and therefore the 
propriety of making a distinetion between them may he ques- 
tioned. When we examine more closely the lower Fauna^ we find 
that it eonsists 

1. Of several species of Grey INInllets one Shad (Alosa), 

and two species of Eel (Ampdlla) ^ which arc simply immigrants^ 
or periodical visitors from the Mediterranean, and never ascend 
beyond the cataracts. 

2. Of about thirty-seven species^ which arc also found in the 
Upper Nile^ some of* them at least are evidently carried down by 
the aiinual Hoods, and do not propagate their species in more 
northern latitudes ; but our information on this ])oiut is at present 
extrcYucly meagre. 

3. About seventeen s])ecies of Siluroids, Oyprinoids, and Char- 
a(‘inoids, have Ik'CU hithcY’to found below tlie cataracts only ; but 
whether any of them are peendiar to the Ijower Nile is a question 
Avhich cannot be decided at present. 

The Fauna of the Upper Nile is at once distinguished by the 
absence of the ^l(;dit('n’an('an forms menlioncd above, and by the 
presence of fishes typical of tropical Afru^a, which never, or but 
very randy, lose themselves into the lower ])a]’t, and certainly d(3 
not propagates there. Such are Vtvnopoma, Ophiocrpliulvs, CJarotes, 
Rhrnoplan’is, IJajjhfrh'ihts, Lrjddosiroi, and others. Tlie number of 
speedes amounts to fifty-six, and of these not less than twenty-five 
arc absolutely identical with AVest African species; so that the 
affinity Ix^twcen the AA'est African rivers and tlie Upper Nile is 
not much less than that Ix^twcen the ITpper and Lower, tlie latter 
having tliirty-six specie's out of fifty-three in common with the 
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Upper. Fiirtber, when we eoiisider that our knowledge of West 
African fishes is very far from being coni[)lete^ and that every fresh 
collection contains some other fish previously known from the Nilc^ 
we jnay venture to state that the Fauiue of the Nile and the West 
Afi'icau rivers belong to tlie same zoological district ; tliat there is 
an uninterru[)ted continuity of the Fish-Fauna from west to east; 
and that the species known to be coiriTnon to both extremities in- 
habit Jilso the great reservoirs of water in the eentr(', of tln^ African 
continent. 

On the other hand^ there are few fishes known at present which 
tlie Nile has in common with East Africai; witli the exception of 
C/iromls M(f/(//jfcrf(rns riniricffs, oiu^ s[)(‘cics of Mor- 

inijrnSj two of Laheo and Lcjndonu'vn : the allinily is merc'ly generic^ 
tliei'c being nineteen genera out of thirty-five in eomnion. The 
locality ncai\‘st to the system of the Nile whence fishes have bcjcn 
obtained is Jjake Nyassa, ajid all the fisiu;s collected there by i)r. 
Kirk ])roved to lx; distinct from those of the Nikg and i;ven from 
those of the other parts of the system of the Zambezi, 


P E R CIDjE. (PER C H E S.) 

Lates. 

Jaws, vomer and palatine bones, with bands of very small villi- 
form teeth ; no canine teeth. Two distinct dorsal fins, the first 
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with seven or eiglit spines ; anal fin with three spines. (5ill-eovers 
armed with spines; prmorbital bone strongly serrated. Seales 
rather small^ with rough borders. Lateral line continuous from 
the head to tlic tail. 

Latca iuloticas, (Juk^I. (The Pc'reli of tin; Mile. — Kesc/ir 
Hoinarj wlicn young). 

1), 7 or 8 I A. L. lat. GO. 

V(u*y similar in appearance to tiu‘. Hass; it is said to attain to a 
weight of more than one hundred pounds, and a length of four to 
live feet, and its I'lesli to be exeellcnt food. It extends to the West 
African rivers, and it is ('vidcnlly this lish which is ligurcd by Sir 
Samuel Ha];(‘r in his Myanza,^^ Yo], If., {), 131. 


LAB YB INTH I CL 
Ctenovoma, 

Body eoinpress(’d, oldong, covered with rough scales of moderate 
size. Lateral line interru 2 )ted . GilLeovers serrated ; mouth of 
moderate width ; small teeth in the jaws, on the vomer and pala- 
tine bones. One continuous dorsal fin, with numerous (15 — 18) 
spines ; anal fin with about eight or ten spines. 
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The fishes of this geims are very siuiilar^ and closely allied to 
the Climhing Perch of the East Indies {Anahas), The habits arc 
very probably similar^ althon^h nothing- positive is known regard- 
ii\g them. According to more recent observations the fishes pro- 
vid(Hi with a labyrinth -form appendage in the gill-cavity, appear 
to be as much dependent on air for In-eafhing as on water. Tlicy 
are of small size, attaining to a length of about six or seven inches. 
Mr. Petheri(h has discovered a new s])eeies in the Upper Nile. 

Cievopoino jivUicnn, (Jthr. (Plate !., I'lg. A.) 

D. A. L. lat. 20. L. Iransv. o/O. 

The height of the body is one-tiiird, or a liille more than one- 
third, of the total length (without caudal) ^ tlu^ ma\ illary extends 
to below, or but slightly b(\vond, tlu* anterior margin of the eye. 
Teeth in the jaws and on th(‘ ])alat(‘ in narrow bands. TIk' diameter 
of the eye equals the extent of the snout, luve series of scales be- 
tween the or])it and the angle* i)f the ,pr:eo[)erenlum, tlie out(',r 
scries eovcaang tlie pra'opcreular njargin. OjX'reulura, inter- and 
snbopcreulum strongly serrated. The soft rays of the vertical fins 
covered with small scales. Prownish olive* ; many scales with a 
])rowTi central sj)ot, these spots being less (lis1iiK*t in old specimens 
than in yoking on(*s ; a ronnd hlaek spot, sonu'times edged Avith 
whitisli, on the root of the tail. 

The largf'st speeamen is six and a lialf inehes long. (Vdleeted at 
Gondokoro. 
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MUGILID^E. 

Mu(?il. (Grey Mullets. Bouri, Dubahra,) 

.Body oblong and slightly compressed, covered Avith smooth scales 
of moderate size; lateral line not marked. Mouth transverse, 
narrow, without real teeth; lower jaw with a sharp margin. Two 
short dorsal fins, the anterior with four stiff spines ; anal fin a little 
longer than the second dorsal. A'^cntral fins with one spine and 
five rays, inserted behind the pectoral fins. 

The grey mullets are inhabitants of the sea, but enter freely 
fresh waters. None of them are found above the cataraets. 

Mvgil cephalus, Cuv. 

1). 1 I I, A. L. lat. d2. L. traiisv. If — 15. 

The height of the body is contained five times in the total length, 
the length of the head four times and a half, '^llie head is very 
slightly convex superiorly, and the Avidth of the interorbital space 
is contained twice and one-third in the length of the head. The 
upper lip is not thick. The angle made by the tAvo mandibulary 
bones is an obtuse one. The cleft of the mouth is not cpiitc half 
as deep as broad (between the angles of the mouth). The maxillary 
is entirely covered by the prieoi'bital. Eyes hidden behind a broad 
adipose membrane ; nostrils rather distant from each other, the pos- 
terior being in the middle betAveen the anterior and the orbit. The 
space at the chin between the mandibles is broadly lanceolate. The 
A'crtical fins arc not scaly ; the first two dorsal spines are half as 
long as the head ; the pectoral extends to about the eighth scale of 
VOL. II. 14 
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tlie lateral line : its base is above the middle of the body ; the ven- 
tral is inserted midway between the pectoral and spinous dorsal. 
Dark shining stri[)(^s along the series of s(;ales. 

I have not seen specimens of this species from the Nile ; and it 
is admitted here on the authority of Chivier and Valenciennes. 

Muyil capita^ (!uv. 

1). 4 I y. A. L. lat. 15. L. transv. 1 i. 

The height of tlie body is contained five times or five times and 
one-third hi the total length, the length of the head four times and 
a half. The snout is broad and depressed ; the interorbital space 
slightly convex, its width being contained twice and a half or twice 
and two-thirds in tlie length of the lu^ad. 'J1ie angle made by the 



two mandibulary bones is rather obtuse ; the j)ra.iorbital has an ob- 
tuse longitudinal ridge, and docs not entindy cover the maxillary 
bone. Eyes without adipose membrane; nostrils close together: 
they are less distant from each other than the posterior is from the 
eye. The lips are not covered by the nasal bones. The space at 
the chin, bidwccn the mandibularics and the intcropcreuhi, is 
rather broad, elongate, cuneiform. There arc twenty-eight or 



APPENDIX C. 


211 


thirty scales between the snout and the spinous dorsal. The two 
anterior dorsal spines are nearly half as Ion*;; as the licad. The 
eighth or ninth, the tw(‘lfth or tliirteenth, the twenty-fourtli or 
twenty-fifth scales of the lateral line correspond to the extremity of 
the pectoral and to tlie origin of the two dorsal tins. Tlic root of 
the pectoral is above the middle of the body; the ventral is inserted 
midway between the pectoral and sjiiiujiis dorsal. Dark stripes 
along the series of scales; generally a blackish spot superiorly at 
the base of the pectoral. 

Valcneiennes, relying upon the authority of Ehrenberg and upon 
the s])eeimens eolleeted by him, states that, bc'sides the triu* M.cupltOy 
another species is found in the Nih* elos(‘ly resembling it, but dis- 
tinguished by the position of the dorsal fins. The distance be- 
tween the eomnieneemenl of the fii'st dorsal and that of the second 
is less than in the other species [of lMiro]>t' j, for in tlu' latter it is 
e(|ual to the distance b('tween the eomnu'iuHMnimt of the stH'ond 
dorsal and that of the caudal, whilst in th(‘ ilnh((lira it Is one-fourth 
less. Otherwise the species agree with M. cdpitoy ![(* calls this 
species M, dubaltrn i^Onv. vS: Yah, \o\. XI., p. GOY Having ex- 
amined our European and African specimens ol* M. cajdlo with 
r(‘gard to the position of th(‘ir dorsal fins, 1 found that they are 
intermediate bc'tweeii M. rapito and M. (lubaJtra, ^J'hc future 
must show wh(;ih(’r the dnbahra lias other eharaetors liy which it 
may be distiugiiislied from M. capita, 

MiujU pidficric}, CUhr. 

1). 1 I I,. A. ib- L- hit. 45. L. trausv. 11. 

4'his species is similar to ilf. capita or M. dahahra, C., V., from 

11—2 
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whiclL however, it may be readily distinguished by the number of 
the fin-rays, and by several other minor characters. The height of 
the body is contained five times and a third in the total length, the 
length of the head five times. The snout is broad and depressed, 
much longer than tlie eye ; the interorbital space slightly convex, 
its widtli being two-fifths of the length of the head. The upper lip 
has a series of minute eilia^. The angle at the symphysis of the 
mandibles is obtuse, and the cleft of the mouth is twice and a half 
as broad as it is deep. The prtcorbital has no longitudinal ridge, 
a shallow anterior notch, the extremity rounded and the margins 
serrated. Eyes with the adipose membninc rudimentary, just 
toucliing the iris. Nostrils close together: tlu'y arc less distant 
from each other than the posteidor is from the eye. The space at 
the chin, between the mandibles and the intoropercula, is rather 
broad, elongate, cuneiform. There are thirty scales between the 
snout and the spinous dorsal. The length of the anterior dorsal 
siiine is somenhat more than one-half exf* the length of the head. 
The origin of the spinous dorsal is half-way between tlie snout and 
the root of the caudal. The twelfth, the fifteenth, and the twenty- 
seventh scales of the lateral line correspond to the extremity of the 
pectoral and to the origins of the two doi*sal fins. The soft dorsal 
and anal are scaly at the base, and the fornuT commences in the 
vertical from the fourth soft ray of tlie anal fin. The caudal fin 
is deeply forked, the length of one of its lobes being somewhat less 
than one-fifth of the total. The root of the pectoral is on the 
middle of the depth of the body ; its length equals the distance of 
its base from the eye ; it has a pointed scale in its axil, but it is 
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not very long. The least depth of the tail is less than one-half the 
length of the head. 

Silvery^ shining goldcMi, with darker stripes along the scries of 
scales ; a hlackish spot superiorly at the base of tlic pectoral. 

A single specimen, ten and a half inches long, was obtained by 
Mr. Pctlierick at Cairo. 

Mu(jU salienSy Risso. 

J). 1 I A. J. L. lat. 15. L. transv. 15. 

Tlie lieiglit of the body ecpials the length of the head, and is 
contained five times and a half in the total. The snout is mode- 
rately broad, somewhat tapering anteriorly; the width of the iii- 
terorbital space is one-third of the length of the head. The angle 
made by tlie two mandibulary bones is a riglit one ; the prmorbital 
docs not entirely cover tlic maxillary. Eyes witliout adipose mem- 
brane ; nostrils close together, the posterior being in the middle 
between the anterior and the orbit. Lips not very tliick, not 
covei'cd by the nasal bones. The space at the chin, between the 
mandibiilarics and the intcropercula, is elongate, tapering anteriorly. 
The two anterior dorsal spines are half as long as the head; the 
pectoral terminates at some distance from the vertical from the 
origin of the dorsal, and its root is somewhat above the middle of 
the body. Dark shining streaks along the series of scales. 

Miufd aijptochUus, A^aleiie. 

D. 1 I J. A. 1. L. lat. 45. 

The nasal bones arc advanced, so as to cover the upper lip when 
th(i mouth is closed. The prseorbital does not entirely cover the 
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maxillary. Tlie lcnj2:th of the head is one-fifth of the total or 
thrice the diameter of the eye. Eye without adipose membrane* 
Pectoral lon^, falciform, with the hmecolate scale in the axil short; 
scale at the base of the spinous dorsal lon^*, extendim^ beyond the 
posterior spine. Caudal deeply forhed, witli the upper lobe lonj^cst. 

Th(! single spcelin(‘u observed is eight inches long. 

This is one of the few species which I do not know from autopsy ; 
the description is taken from Cuv. and Yah, Ah)l. XL, p. Gl. 


OPlirOCKPlIALlD.E. 

OlMIIOCKPIIAH S/ 

Body elongate, anteriorly subeylijidrical, covered vvitli smooth 
scales of moderate size; liead depressed, covered* witli shield-like 
scales supc'riorly ; lateral line well marked. Tcctii in the jaws, on 
the vomer and palatine bones. One long dorsal and anal lin, with- 
out spines. \'entral iiiis six -rayed, inserted below the pectoral fins. 
A cavity accessory to tlic gill-cavity. 

All the fishes of this family arc fresh-water fishes from the ]iast 
Indies, with the exception of one discovered by Mr. Pctherick in 
the Upper Nile. It appears from recent observations that the 
amount of air which is in solution in the water is not sufficient 
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for tlie respiration of these fishes, so that they are ohlifjed to eorne 
to the surface at certain intervals, to receive an additional quantity 
of atmospheric air. 

Ophioa'jjltaliis obscuriis, (itlir. (Plate IL, Fij;. 11.) 

I). 12. A. 20 — 2!). L. lat. 70. L. transv. 7/1 1. 

The height of the body is nearly one-eighth of the total length, 
the length of the head nearly one-l’oiirtli; tlie width of the intcr- 
orhital space is more than tin; extc'iit of the snout, and one-fourth 
of the hnigth of the head. Tlu' cleft of tlu' month is wide, the 
maxillary extending hehind the orbit. The scales on the upper sur- 
face of the head are of moderate' size, those on the neck small; 
there arc thirteen serie's of .scales between the orbit and the angle 
of the in'icopereulnni. The pectoral does not extend on to the 
origin of the anal, and its length is one-half of that of the head ; 
the length of the ventral is three-quarto's of that of the pectoral. 
Caudal rounded, its length being six tunes and one-third in the 
total, lllaekish, lighter below, with dark streaks along the series 
of scales; a s('ries of black blotches along the side; head xvith two 
indistiiiet oblicpu' black spots along its base. Pectoral and ventral 
variegated Avith blackish. Chin black, Avith Avhite spots. 

Length seventy-seven lines, (’olleeted at (londokoro. 
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CUROMIDES, 

Chromis. 

Body compressed, carp-like, covered with smooth, rather large 
scales ; gill-covers scaly. One long dorsal fin, the anterior portion 
of which is formed by numerous spines; anal fin with three spines. 
Lateral line interrupted. Teeth compressed, generally lobate; the 
anterior teeth form a continuous scries, closely set. 


Chromis niloiicuSj Hassclq. [Bolti) 


D. 


1 r>_- 1 « 
12- I 1 ‘ 


A. 


\t- 1 i ‘ 


L. lat. 03. L. transv. 


Teeth very small, in several series; scales below tlie eye in two 
series ; sometimes a rudimentary third series below the prmorbital ; 
snout obtusely conical, with the upper profile oblique; caudal sub- 
truncated ; the soft dorsal extends to, or nearly to, the middle of 
the caudal, if laid backwards. The height of the body is contained 
twice and one-third in the total length (without caudal) . 

The Bolti is one of the most common and^ best eating fishes of 
tlie Nile ; it is herbivorous, and attains to a length of twenty-four 
inches and more. 
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SJ LURIDyE, 

Cl A 11 T AS . ( Kar month, Coor . ) 

Body eel-shaped, naked. One long dorsal fin, without spines, 
extending from the neck to the caudal ; anal long. Jaws with a 
band of villiform teeth ; a band of villiform or granular teeth across 
the vomer ; cleft of the mouth transverse, anterior, of moderate 
width ; barlicls eight ; one pair of nasal, one of maxillary, and two 
pairs of mandibulary barbels. Eyes small. The upper and lateral 
parts of the head are osseous, or covered only with a very thin skin. 
A dendritic accessory liranchial organ is attached to the convex side 
of the second and fourth branchial arches, and received in a cavity 
behind the gill-cavity proper. Ventrals six-rayed, behind the pec- 
toral fins ; only tlie pectoral has a pungent spine. 

The African species of this genus attain to a great size, specimens 
being found of four and five feet in length. 


Clarias art gia Hans, L. 

1). G9— 73. A. 53—55. P. 1/9. 

Vomerine teeth villiform, forftiing a band, which in its middle 
is narrower than that of the intermaxillarics ; it has not a process 
behind in the middle of its concavity. Head densely granulated 
above, its length being one-fourth, or rather more than one-fourth, 
of the total. Barbels slender: those of the nostril two-fifths or 
one-third as long as, and those of the maxillaries rather shorter 
than, the head. The pectoral fin extends to, or nearly to, the ver- 
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tical from tlic origin of tlic dorsal ; its spine is sliort^ two- thirds as 
loiij? as the tin. 

Chirufs parvhnaimsj Gthr. 

D. 7(). A. 57. P. 1/8. 

Yomorine teeth a illifonn, those in the middle of the hand conieal. 
Tlie band of vomerine teeth is in its middle rather Ijroader than 
tliat of the intermaxillnries ; it lias a very short proeess in tlio 
middle of its eoneavity. Head rather fimOy granulated ahovc^ its 
length being one-fourth of the total. Barbels slender^ those of 
the nostril oiKstliird as long as the head, those of the maxillary 
shorter than the head. The pee.toral fiii does not extend to the 
vertical from the origin of the dorsal ; its spir.(‘ is sliort, not quite 
two-thirds as long as the fin. The dorsal does not extend on to 
the root of tlie caudal. 

CAanas lazeyii, (\ \ . 

I), 77. A. 58. P. 1/10. 

Voinei'ine teeth granular, forming a hand, vhieh in its middle is 
broader than that of the intennaxillaries ; it has not a ])roeess 
behind in the middle' of its eomjfivity. ITe^ad coarsely gramdated 
above, its length being one-fourth of the total. Barbels long : 
those of the nostril extend nearly to the root of the pectoral, those 
of the maxillary Ijeyond the origin of the dorsal. The pectoral fin 
extends to, or somewhat beyond, the vertical from the origin of the 
dorsal; its sjiine is short, not quite two-thirds as long as the fin. 
The dorsal extends to the root of the caudal. 
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Clartaff mnrrarunthus, Gthr. 

D. 70—75. A. 54—55. P. ]/9. 

A'omerine teotli granular, forming a band, vvliicli in its middle is 
twice as broad as that of tlie intcrmaxillarics, and wbieb in tlie 
middle of its posterior margin lias a ATry short inconspicuous pro- 
cess. Head coarsely graiiidated above, its length being a little 
more tliau one-fourth of the total. Barbels of moderate length, 
those of the nostril being two-fiftlis as long as, and those of the 
maxillary extending to the end of, the bead. The ])ectoral fin 
reaches to the vertical from the origin of the dorsal ; the length of 
its sjiiiic is three-(jnart<Ts, or rather mon^ than two-thirds, of that 
of the fin. 

Valenciennes has described a species und(‘r the name of Clanas 
Ifossc/f/ffis/ii (Cnv. Val., \'ol. XV., p. pi. 410.) Among 

the luiinerous e\ani|)i(‘s Irom the Ts^ih^ Avliieh 1 have examined, 1 
have not met Avith one Avhieh Avould agree \\ ith A aleiicienncs^s de- 
scription of his 67. hasfiehfuisl}} : it is said to ha\e Acry short liar- 
bels, the nasal being only one-fourth, and those of the maxillary 
one-half, of the head. Tiie ATniKaane teeth are described as villi- 
forni, forming a liand “ vfro'iie, assrz lari/v vi n'tnu ir dans Ic 
The ligure rcjiresents this band with a very prominent median 
posterior process. 


llKTEiunuiANCiins. (Kanaoid/f ) . 


Very similar to C/arias, but the back is occupied by a long dorsal 
fin divided into tAvo portions, an anterior wliicb is rayed, and a 
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posterior which is adipose ; anal long. A hand of villiform teeth 
across the vomer ; cleft of the mouth, tfic eight barbels, the arma- 
ture of the head, the gill -apparatus with the accessory organs, the 
ventral and pectoral fius, as in Clarias, 

These fishes are extremely similar to ClarinSj and attain to the 
same large size. 


Heferohranchus hidorsaUs, Gcoftr. 

B. 12—13. D. 41. A. 52. P. 1/10. 

The length of the adipose fin is rather less than two-thirds of the 
rayed dorsal ; pectoral s])inc slightly serrated. The nasal barbels 
are half as long as those of the maxillary, which reach only to the 
gill-opening. Vomerine teeth villiform, forming a crescentic band. 


Heierubrnnehm intemivdius, Gthr. 

B. 9. D. 3!)— 11. A. 19—50. ?. 1/10. 

The length of the adipose fin is rather less than tw^o-thirds of 
that of the rayed dorsal; pectoral spine scarcely serrated. The 
nasal barbels extend to, or beyond, the end of the occipital process, 
those of the maxillaries beyond the root of the ventral fin. Vo- 
merine teeth villiform, forming a crescent-shaped band, which, in 
its middle, is much broader than that of the intermaxillaries, and 
which has a short median posterior process. Blackish above, 
whitish below. Otherwise very similar to the })receding species. 
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Heferobranchus louffifilis, C. & V. 

B. 9—10. D. 29— Jll. A. 44—46. P. 1/10. 

The adipose fin eommences immediately behind the dorsal and 
terminates at tlie root of the caudal ; its length is equal to^ or not 
mueh less than, that of the rayed dorsal ; peetoral spine distinctly 
serrated. The length of the anal fin is nearly oikv third of the total 
(without caudal) . The nasal barbels extend to the base of the occi- 
pital process, those of the maxillaries to tlie root of the ventral fin ; 
but they appear to be rather shorter in large specimens. Vomerine 
teeth villiform, forming an* arched band which is as broad as that 
of the iutcrmaxillaries. Blachish above, whitish below. 


SciiiLBK. (Sr/fi/bc.) 

Body scaleless, elongate. One short dorsal tin wiih a pungent 
spine; no adipose fin; the anal terminates close by the caudal^ 
which is forked. Barbels eight : one to each maxillary, one to each 
posterior nostril, and two to each mandible, the latter being placed 
one behind the other. The palatine teeth arc present, and form, 
together with those of the vomer, a horseshoe-like band. Nostrils 
remote from each other, the posterior wider than the anterior. 
Head covered with skin. Neck elevated, the upper profile of the 
head being concave ; eye behind and partly below the cleft of the 
mouth. Ventral composed of six or seven rays, behind the pectorals. 
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' The species do not a})pcar to attain to a large size, the largest 
examples brought to Europe being about eighteen inches long. 
Like all the Siluroids of the Nile, they arc carnivorous, and very 
voracious: an iudivubial of seven inches had swallowed another fish 
five inches long. Eaten by the natives, but of a watery taste. 

Schi/dc uranosropus, Riijip. 

lb l/(). A. 67— 71. Rl/ll. V. 6. 

The height of the body is two-ninths of the total knigth (without 
caudal), the lengtli of the head one-filth; the greatest width of the 
head is three-lifths of its length. Tln^ lowei* jaw is the longer; the 
depth of the cleft of the* mouth is one-half of its width. Nasal and 
maxillary barbels of lU'arly e(pial length, sliorter tlian the ]>osterior 
of the lower jaw, wdiieh are about one-third as long as the head. 
The diameter of the eye is one-tifth or oue-sixth of the length of 
the lu‘ad. The end of the dorsal tin is situated verti('ally above the 
root of the ventral, and the width of its bas(‘ ecjiials that of the 
latter; its height is less than the length of the liead, the length of 
its spine being two-thirds of the lattcT ; spine finely siUTated pos- 
teriorly. The anal fin terininah's at a short distaiu’e from the 
caudal, which is deeply forked, Avith pointed lobes. The pectoral 
spine is stronger than that of the dorsal iin, and terminates at, or 
close by, the root of tin', ventral it is fiiu^iy serrated along its inner 
edge. A blackish spot on the origin of the lateral line, 

Srl/ilbe nnj stiffs j L. 

1). 1/6. A. 55—61. V. 1/11. V. 6. 

The height of the i)ody is one-fourth of the total length (without 
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caudal)^ the length of the head one-fifth ; tlie great(ist width of the 
head equals its lengtli without snout. The lower jaw is the longer, 
the deptli of tlic ck;ft of the mouth is two-fiftlis of its width. Nasal 
harhcls shorter than those of tlio maxilljxries^ which are half as long 
as the liead; the posterior mandihulary barbels arc three times or 
four times as long as tlie anterior, and somewhat longer tlian those 
of the maxillarics. The diameter of the eye is one-sixth of the 
length of tlic head. The dorsal fiii is situated entirc'ly before the 
ventral^ and tie. width of its base equals that of the latter; its 
height is less than haigth of the licad, the length of its spine 
being three-quarters of the latter; spine finely sc^rrated posteriorly. 
The anal fin terminates at a short distanee from the eaudah wdiieli 
is deeply forked, with pointed lobes. The pectoral spine is stronger 
than that of the dorsal tin, and terminates at some distanee from 
the root of the ventral ; it is finely serrated along its iniu'r edge. 
A large blackish blotch on the origin of the lateral line. 


Schi/dc (fis/yila, (Jl hr. 

1). 1 V-. A, :>G. P. Ml. V.(). 

The lu'ight of the body is contained four times in the total length 
(without eandal),the length of the head fcnir times and two- thirds; 
the greatest width of the head equals its length without snout, ddie 
lower jaw is the longer; tlie (left of the mouth twice as broad as 
long. Nasal barbeds shorter than those of the maxillaric's, ivhieh 
extemd to the end of the head; the posterior raandibulary barbels 
are much longer than the anterior, and are as long as those of the 
maxillaries. Idic diameter of the eye is two-ninths of the lengtli 
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of the head. The origin of the dorsal fin is somewhat in advance 
of that of the ventral^ the width of its base being equal to that of 
the latter; its height is less than the length of the head; its spine 
is slender^ shorter than the first ray^ and equal in length to the 
head without snout ; it is finely serrated posteriorly. The anal fin 
terminates close by the caudal, but is not united with it. Caudal 
fin forked, with the lobes rounded ; the length of tlie lower lobe is 
nearly one-seventh of the total. (Pectoral spines broken off’, rather 
strong at the base.) Pectoral fin as long as the dorsal is high. The 
length of the ventral is one-half of that of the head. Brownish 
above, silvery on the sides and oii the belly ; a round black spot on 
the lateral line between the dorsal and ])eetoral fins. 

Found at Gondokoro; it occurs also in the river Niger. 

ScfdJbe hasseUpthtii^ ( ■. & V. 

]). 1/5. A. ()3— Gl. P. L.. V. (5. 

D- ) () 

The upper jaw is longer, or not shorter, than the lower. • The 
length of the head is contained six times •imd a half in tlie total ; 
its width is three-fiftlis of its length. jMaxillary barbels half as 
long as the head. 

This species is known to me from Yalcneieimcs’ description 
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Eutropius. 

Very similar to Schilhe, A very small adipose fin ; a short dorsal 
fin with a pungent spine ; anal fin long, terminating at some dis- 
tance from the caudal, which is forked. Barbels eight : one to each 
maxillary, one to each posterior nostril, and two to each mandible ; 
the mandibulary barbels arc ])laccd one behind the other. Tlie* 
palatine teeth are present, and form, together with those of the 
vomer, a horses hoc-like band. Nostrils ppen, not prolonged into 
tubes, situated at some distance from eac'h otlu^r. Head covered 
with skin. The upper jaw is the longer. Ventral with six rays. 


Eutropms mlofirns\, lliipp, [^chilhe,) 

D. 1/6. A. 58—60. P. 10. \\ 6. 

The height of the body is contained nearly four times in the 
total length (without caudal), the length of the head five times and 
a half. The greatest width of the head ecpials its lengtii without 
snout. The upper jaw is the longer : cleft of the mouth twice as 
broad as deep. Nasal and anterior mandibulary barbels short ; 
maxillary barbels much longer than the posterior of the mandibles, 
not extending to the base of the pectoral. The diameter of the eye 
is OTie-fifth or onc-sixth of the length of the head. The dorsal fin 
is situated entirely before the ventral, the width of its base being 
equal to that of the latter. Its height equals the length of the 
head ; spine slender, serrated posteriorly. The anal fin terminates 

at some distance from the caudal. Caudal deeply forked, with the 

15 
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lobes pointed. Pectoral spine ratlier brond, strongly serrated^ ter- 
minating at a rather considerable distanec from the ventral. A 
blackish spot at the origin of the lateral line. Common in all partvS 
of the river; grows to a length of twelve inches ; bad eating. 


SlLUKANODOX. 

Similar in form to Srftilhe, One short dorsal fin without pun- 
gent spine ; no adipose fin ; the anal fin terminates close ])y the 
caudal^ which is forked. Parbels eight : one at tlic nostrils^ one to 
each maxillary^ and four behind the chin, tln^ roots of tlu^ latter 
being nearly in tlie same transverse scries. No teeth in the jaws 
or on the palate. Eyes behind and below the angle of the moutli. 
Neck not elevated. Ventral composed of six rays. 

Siftmmodon a aril us, Geoff. 

1). 5. A. 80. P. 1/0. V. f). 

The nasal and maxillary barbels arc shorter than those on the 
chiiL which are one-thii’d or onc-lourth longer than the liead. 
Pectoral spine rather strongs serrated^, and nearly as long as the 
first ray, Silvery. 

This fish must be very scarce, as I have not been able to obtain 
an example. Geoffroy St. Hilaire says that it is called by the Arabs 
Scldlbe ouibieyy the latter word being spelt oued dmne by Valen- 


ciennes. 
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Bagrus. 

Body scalelcss ; elongate. Adipose fin long ; a short dorsal with 
a pungent spine and with nine or ten soft rays ; anal fin shorty with 
less than twenty rays. Barbels eight. Teeth on the palate in a 
continuous band. The upper jaw is the longer. Eyes with a free 
orbital margin. Caudal forked; ventral with six rays, situated far 
behind the pectorals. 

Buf/ras hay ad, Forsk. [Bay ad,.) 

I). 1/10. A. 13— Ik F. 10. V. (5. 

The length of the head is contained thrice and three-fourths in 
the total. Head broader than high, its greatest width being not 
quite one-half of its lengtli. Snout s])atulate, its length being one- 
third of that of tlie head; the upper jaw is slightly the longer. 
The maxillary barbels very long, extending to the? middle of the 
adipose fin. Dorsal spine of moderate strength, haif as long as 
the head, Jiot serrated. I'he adipose fin eominenecs imnu'diately 
behind tlie dorsal, and is twice as long as the hitter, and nearly as 
high as the hinder })art of the tail. Caudal deeply forked. Pec- 
toral spine as long and strong as that of the dorsal fin, serrated 
at the inner side of its extremity; the pectoral fin extends to the 
vertical from the first soft dorsal ray ; ventral inserted below tlie 
end of the dorsal fin. 

Very common; grows to a length of three feet; and commonly 
sold as food. This is the fish figured and noticed by Sir S. Baker 
in the ^^Tributaries of the Nile,” p. 213. 


15 — 2 
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Bagrus docmac, Forsk. (Docmac,) 

D. 1/9. A. 13. P.1/10—11. V. 0. 

The length of tlic head is contained thrice and three- fonr'ths in 
the total. Head bi'oader than higlj^ its greatest width being two- 
thirds or tlirce-quarters of its length. Snout spatulatc, one-tliird 
of tJic length of the head. The upper jaw is slightly the longer. 
The maxillary barl)el very long, extending to the origin or to the 
middle of the adipost^ fin. Head and nape covered with soft skin. 
Dorsal spine not serrated, of moderate strength, its length being two- 
fifths of that of the head. The adipose fin commences at a short 
distance from the dorsal, and is nearly twice as long as the latter, 
and lower than the hinder part of the tail. Caudal deeply forked. 
Pectoral spine denticulated along its inner side, as strong as, but 
rather shorter than, the dorsal spine. The pectoral fin extends to 
the vertical from the first or second soft dorsal ray ; ventral inserted 
immediately behind the dorsal fin. 

Probably not inferior in size to the Bag ad. 


Chhysiciituvs. 

Body sealeless: similar in form to the Bay ad. An adipose fin 
of moderate length; a short dorsal fin with a pungent spine and 
with six soft rays ; anal fin short, with less than twenty rays. 
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Barbels eight. Teeth on the palate in two lateral portions^ those 
on the vomer being confluent with the palatine teeth of eaeh side. 
JaAVS equal in lengthy or tlie uj)per the longer. Eyes with a free 
orbital margin. Caudal forked ; ventral with six rays, situated far 
behind the peetoral. 


C/tn/sfchf/fi/s a (I rat as, CeoflV. {i^ctiat’Aboa-livat : Zaamr ; 

Xaivoafi-nnnn},) 

D. 1/0. A. 10— 11. P. i/8. Y. 0. 

'J^ie height of the body is two-ninths of the total length (without 
caudal), the length of the head two-sev(‘nths ; head entirely covered 
Avitli thick soft skin, broader than high, its greatest Avidth l)eing 
three-fourths of its length. Eye of moderate size, its diameter 
licing onc-lialf of the extent of the snout, and ratlier less than one- 
fifth of the length of the head. Snout depressed, very broad, its 
extent being two-fiftlis of the lengtli of the head ; lips thick, the 
upper jaAv is the longer. Nasal barbels very short, as long as the 
eye; maxillary barbels longer than those of the mandibles, but 
shorter than the head. Dorsal spine stout, serrated behind, half as 
long as the head ; the first dorsal ray rather higher than the body. 
The base of tlie adipose fin equals in lengtii its distance from the 
dorsal, and exceeds that of the latter fin. (/audal tin forked. Pec- 
toral spine very strong, longer than that of the dorsal tin, strongly 
denticulated anteriorly. The teeth on the palate are in a horseshoe- 
like band, interrupted in the middle anteriorly. 
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Cfirysichthys maci'ops, Gtlir. 

I). l/(). A. 11. P.1/8. V. 6. 

This species is very closely allied to C. miratm, but it differs in 
ha\'iiig the upper side of the liead covered 'svitli thin skin only, so 
tliat poi'tions of the bone are nearly naked and granulated ; its eye 
is eousidcrably larger, the diameter being more than one-fifth of 
the lengtli of tlie head. Tlie first dorsal ray and the upper caudal 
lobe are prolonged into filaments. 

Tt appears to be peculiar to the upper parts of the river, and 
occurs also in West Africa. 


(Takotj:s. 

Body scaleless. Adipose fin sulidividcd into rays, and with a 
strong spine hi old hidivldualH; a short dorsal fin with a pungent 
spine and with six soft rays; anal fin short. Barbels eight; branehi- 
ostegal membranes scarcely uni led below the throat. Vomerine 
teeth in two transverse bands, which ai’c not confluent with the 
palatine teeth. Eyes with a free orbital margin. Caudal forked ; 
ventral with six rays. 

This genus is scarcely different from Cfirysichthys, the division 
of the adipose fin into rays being dependent on age. In all other 
respects, except in the unimportant modification of the arrangement 
of the palatine teeth, Clarotes is identical with Chrysichthys, 
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Clarotes laticeps, Riipp. [Ahu Mesaeka,) 

D. l/(). A. 12. P. ]/9. 

The height of the body is contained from four times and a half 
to five times and a half in the total length (without caudal), the 
length of the head thrice and a fourth. Head much depressed, 
broad, truncated in front, its greatest width being four-fifths of its 
length ; upper jaw overlapping the lower. Nasal barbels slender, 
not so long as ^he snout ; the maxillary barbels extend to the end 
of the ]i)Cctoral, the outer ones of the mandible to the root of the 
pectoral. The teeth on the palate form four narrow bands of nearly 
equal length, the vomerine band being iiiterru])ted in the middle 
and not continuous with the palatine band. The u])per surface of 
the head coarsely granulated, the granules being arranged in stride. 
Occipital process not much larger than, and similar in shape to, 
the triangular basal bone oC the dorsal spine. Dorsal spine strong, 
slightly serrated along both edges, more than half as long as the 
head. Adipose* fin short, subdivided into rays only jdong its upper 
margin in young individuals; in old speeiinens the division into 
rays extends to the base of llie lin, and the first ray is changed 
into a hard, pungent spine. Caudal forked ; both lobes equal in 
length, or the lower rather longer. Pectoral spine as long as, but 
stronger than, that of the dorsal lin, serrated along both edges, 
slightly exteriorly and strongly interiorly. \ c ntral rather shorter 
than pectoral. Dark grey above, white below ; a blackish blotch 
behind the gill-openuig; a broad blackivsh band along each caudal 
lobe. 

The species appears to be peculiar to the Upper Nile, although 
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single specimens, like that described by lluppell, may be carried 
down towards the mouth of the river. 


AuciiENAsris. 

Body scalclcss. Adipose fin rather long; dorsal short, with a 
pungent spine and Avitli seven rays; anal short. Snout produced, 
pointed, with narrow mouth ; barbels si\. The teeth of each jaw 
form a pair of small elliptic patches, whicli are longer than broad; 
palate edentulous. Nostrils distant from each other; eyes of mode- 
rate siz(^ Gill membrane scarcely notched at the throat. Ventral 
with six rays, situated far behind the pectorals. 


And mum pis bisciilatus, Gcotfr. [Ka'rafdii.) 

1). 1/7. A. 11— 12. ^lM/9. 

Head coarsely granulated above; occipital process very broad, 
with the lateral margins convex, joining the very large saddle- 
shaped dorsal plate. Snout produced, ])ointed, with broad lips 
and with a narrow mouth. Barbels cylindrical, shorter than the 
head, the outer ones of the mandible being shorter than those of 
the maxiilarics. Dorsal and pectoral spines strong, nearly ccpial in 
length, rather more than half as long as the head. The length of 
the adii)osc fin is two-sevenths or one-fourth of the total (without 
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caudal) ; it is very high in adult examples. Anal fin much higher 
than long. Caudal subtruncated. Brownish ; fins with rounded 
dark spots. 


Synodontis. ( SnhaL ) 

Body scalclcss. Adipose fin of moderate length, or rather long ; 
dorsal with a strong spine and with seven soft rays ; anal rather 
short. Teeth in the lower jaw movable, very thin at the base, and 
with a slightly dilated, pointed brown apex ; palate edentulous. 
Mouth small, mandibles short. Barbels six, more or less fringed 
with a membrane or with filaments. Eyes of moderate size. Neck 
with broad dermal bones. The gill-openings arc of moderate width. 
Ventrals with seven rays, inserted behind the dorsal. 

These fishes can easily inflict wounds with their str<jng serrated 
pectoral spines, which are said to be ])oisonous. llassehjuist states 
that he has heew eye-witness of such a wound proving fatal. 


Synodontis sorex, Gthr. (Plate I., Pig. 13.) 

D. 1/7. A. 12. P. 1/9. Y. 7. 

The gill-opening extends downwards to oi* before the root of the 
pectoral fin ; snout produced, pointed ; niandibulary teeth very long 
and slender, as long as the eye, from six to eight in number. Maxil- 
lary barbels half as long as the head, lined interiorly with a narrow 
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white membrane ; the outer mandibulary barbels two-thirds as long* 
as those of the maxilhe, provided with filaments. The lieight of 
the body is rather less than oiie-fourlh of the total length (without 
caudal)^ the Icngtli of the head two-sevcntlis. Dorsal and pectoral 
spines slightly crenulatcd along their outer margins; humeral 
process as high as long. The first ray of the dorsal and pectoral 
tins produced. The adipose fin commences at a short distance 
from the dorsal^ its length being contained thrice and a third in 
the total (without caudal). Caudal fin deeply forked^ both lobes 
being prolonged : the upper is the longCT, one-third^ or more than 
one- third, of the total length, (coloration uniform : a blach band 
along each caudal lobe ; a blackish spot at the base of the hinder 
half of the dorsal fin. 

This species has been discovered by ]\lr. Petherick at Khartoum. 


Synodonth 'in acrodott . {S(dicilan . ) 

1). 1/7. A. 13. P. 1/8. V. 7. 

The. gill-opening extends downwards to before the root of the 
pectoral fin ; mandibulary teeth very long* and slender, nearly as 
long as the eye. Maxillary barbels about as long as the head, 
provided with long fringes. Dorsal and pecitoral spines serrated 
along both edges ; humeral process not much longer than high. 


Stfiwdonlis ser rains, liiipp. 

D. 1/7. A. 12 13. P. 1/9. V. 7. 

The gill-opening extends downwards to before the root of the 
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pectoral fin; mandibulary teeth rather numerous^ much shorter 
than the eye, in a narrow band. Maxillary barbels longer than the 
head, lined with a narrow membrane interiorly. Dorsal spine longer 
than the head (in adult specimens), serrated along both edges. 
Humeral process longer than high, pointed behind. Dorsal and 
X)ectoral spines aiid the upper caudal lobe i^roduced into filaments. 
Uniformly coloured ; young dotted with brown. 


SynodoHtis svhal, Bl. ISeliii. 

D. J/7. A. 12— 13. P.1/8. V. 7. 

The gill-o])eiiing extends downwards to before the root of the pec- 
toral fin ; mandibulary teetli rather numerous, much shorter than 
the eye, in a narrow band. Maxillary barbels longer than the head, 
not fringed. Peetoral spine stronger and rather longer tluui that 
of .the dorsal fin, the latter being not serrated in fiont, and not nuieh 
longer than the head. Humeral process mucli longer than high, 
pointed behind. Tlie distance between dorsal and adipose fins is 
much less than the length of the base of the former. Old and 
half-grown sp(^ciniens of uniform coloration, young ones irregularly 
spotted and banded with brown. 

The largest specimen 1 have seen had a weight of about ten 
pounds ; but this fish probably attains to a much hu’gcr size. 


Synodoniis hnnieraius, Cuv. & Val. 

Maxillary barbels not fringed. Dorsal spine serrated in front. 



236 


TRAVELS IN CENTRAL AFRICA. 


The humeral process is exceedingly long, extending further back- 
wards than the nuchal cuirfiss. 

This has been described by Valenciennes from a figure, but no 
example has since been found. 


Synodontis membranacevs, Gcotfr. (Schal hatm soda.) 

D. 1/7. A. 12. P.19. V. 7. 

The gill-opening extends downwards nearly to the middle of the 
throat ; mandibulary teeth very sliort and small, forming a minute 
patch. Maxillary barbels sliorter than tiio head, lined with a very 
broad black membrane. Dorsal si)ine not serrated in front ; humeral 
process as long as liigh. The adipose fin commences immediately 
behind the dorsal. Ihdly black. 

Upper Nile. Spceiineiis, twenty inches long, have been collected 
by Mr. Peth crick. 


lllIINOOLAXlS. 

Body scaleless. Two dorsal fins, both com])osed of rays, the first 
with a strong spine ; anal rather short. Teeth in both jaw^s minute ; 
palate edentulous ; mouth transverse, of moderate w idth, mandibles 
well developed. Barbels six, not compressed. Eyes free, of mode- 
rate size ; anterior and posterior nostrils close together ; the pos- 
terior nostril very large, open. Neck with broad dermal l)oncs. 
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Gill-openings rather narrow^ not extending downwards beyond the 
root of the pectoral. Ventrals with seven- rays, inserted below the 
posterior rays of the first dorsal fin. 


Rhinoglanis typm, Gthr. 

D. i I 0. A. 10. P. 1^^. V. 7. 

The head is nearly as broaJ as ln?j:]i, and its length is somewhat 
more tlia^' the hciglit of the bod^, two-ninths of the total (without 
caudal); it is entirely osseous above, with a deep and broad longi- 
tudinal groove on the forehead. The snout is obtusely rounded in 



front, and rather longer than the diameter of the eye, which is 
two-sevenths of the length of the head, and equal to the wddth of 
the intcrorbital space. The maxillary barbel extends nearly to the 
origin of the second dorsal ; the mandibnlary barbels are inserted 
close to the anterior margin of the mandible, the outer ones ex- 
tending to the root of the ventrals, the inner ones being somewhat 
shorter, and provided with tw-o or tlircc additional filaments. The 
entire neck is cuirassed, tlie cuirass being composed of three trans- 
verse pieces ; the lateral margins of tlic nuchal cuirass are nearly 
parallel, llumerus with a long, slender process, wliich extends 
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nearly as far backwards as the nuchal shield. Dorsal spine slightly 
serrated in front and as* long as the head ; the pectoral spine is 
strongly serrated interiorly, stronger and longer than that of the 
dorsal tin, and extends beyond the root of the ventral. Tlie second 
dorsal fin has a rounded upper margin, commencing before and ter- 
minating behind the anal. Caudal forked. Body immaculate. 

The single specimen of this most interesting new genus of Silu- 
roids is only an inch and a half long ; it was sent by Mr. Pethe- 
rick from Gondokoro. 


Mociuhvs. 

Body scalelcss. Two dors'd fins, both eom])osed of rays ; the 
first with a strong spine; anal short. Teeth in the upper jaw only, 
in a single scries. Mouth of moderate width ; barbels, six, thin. 
Eyes of moderate size. Neck covered with soft skin. Gill-openings 
rather narrow. Ventrals six-rayed, inserted immediately behind 
the dorsal. 

This genus, which appears to be elosely allied to RhinofflaniSj has 
been discovered by M. de Joaiiuis. Unfortunately Valenciennes 
lias not taken any notice of it, so that we are obliged to give an 
abstract from the notes published by the collector. 
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Mochocus niloticusy Joamiis. 

D. i I 10. A. 8. P. 1/3. V. 6. 

i 

The length of the head is two-ninths of the total (without caudal) . 
Barbels subequal in length, scarcely longer than the head. Dorsal 
spine longer than the head, but only two-thirds as long as the spine 
of the pectoral fin, which is cixcccdiiigly strong. Head, body, the 
second dorsal, and the caudal with ’orownlsli- black spots. 

Nile, near Thebes. Only eighteen lines long. 


Malaptkritrus. 

Body scalclcss, thick, subcylindrical. (Inly one dorsal fin, which 
is adipose and situated before the caudal; anal of moderate length, 
or short ; caudal rounded ; A'ciitrals six-rayed, inserted somewhat 
behind the mifhllc of the body; jicetorals witliout pungent spine. 
Barbels six : one to each maxillary, and two on caeh side of the 
mandible. Both jaw^s Avith bands of villiform teeth; palate eden- 
tulous. The entire head and body covered with soft skin. Eyes 
small, dill -opening very narrow, reduced to a slit before the pec- 
toral. An electric organ extends over the whole body, and is 
situated between two aponeurotic membranes below the external 
^integument. 

i 
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Malapterurus electrimiSy L. fRaad or Raasch.J 

The electric Silurus is spread over the whole of tropical Africa^ 
but evidently more numerous in the upper part of the Nile than 
below the cataracts. 


CHARACINJDyE. 

ClTHAlUNUfcJ. 

Body compressed, covered with scales. Dorsal fin rather short, 
without spine, placed nearly in the middle of the length of tlic 
body ; a small adipose fin behind the dorsal ; anal rather long ; 
ventrals below the dorsal. Body elevated, covered with small 
scales j belly rounded in front of the ventrals. Cleft of the mouth 
transverse, with very thin lips, each lip with a single series of 
minute, ciliiform, moveable teeth*, palate toothless. Intestinal 
tract with numerous circumvolutions. 


Citharinus geoffroyi, Ciiv. 

I 

D. 19. A. 28—30. V. 11. L. lat. 80— 80. 

The height of the body is more than one-half of the total length 
(without caudal) ; basal half of the adi])ose fin scaly. Generally 
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uniform silvery^ with the back greenish ; sometimes the whole back 
and the tail brownish black. 


Citharinus laias, Miill. & Troscli. 

0.22. A. 20. V. ll. L. hit. ().S. 
Adi])Ose tin larger than in the preeediiig species. 


Alestks. 

Body compressed^ eovered with large seal(\s. dorsal tin is 

short, without sjnne, and jdaeed in the middle^ of the* length of the 
body; a sinali adipose iin behind the dorsal ; anal liii rather long. 
Body oblong, covered with seales of inoderati' or large size ; belly 
rounded. Cleft of the mouth rather small. ]\laxillarv teeth none; 
intormaxilhuy teeth in two s(‘ri(‘s those of tlie front series more 
or less eompressird, more or less distinctly triciis])id ; the teeth of 
the hinder scries arc broad, molar-like, each armed with sevcTal 
pointed tubercles. Teeth in the hnver jaw in two series: those in 
the front series laterally eoinjircssed, broader ])elund than in IVont; 
the hinder series is eomjiosed of two conical tcidli. All tlic tcctli 
arc strong, few in nuinbiu’. Nostrils close together, separated liy 
a valve only. Cill-o])ening vide, the gill membranes being united 
for a sbort sjiaee only, and not grown to the isthmus. 

Y<3n. If. 


10 
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Small carnivorous fishes, (with the exception of A. macrolepi- 
dolus) scarcely exceeding twelve inches in length. 


Alestes deule, llasselq, {Rac/u'S.) 

D. 10. A. 23 — 21. V. 10. L. lat. 45. L. transv. 9/3^. 

The height of the body is a little mon^ than one-fourth of thcj 
total length, the length of the head one-fifth. Teeth of moderate 
strength, not coloured. Body silvery. 


Alestes kotsr/n/i^ tleek. 

D. 10. A. 20—28. V. 10. L. lat. 40. L. transv. 9^/3*. 

The height of the body is two-ninths of the total length (witliout 
caudal), the length of the head rather less than one-fifth. Teeth 
not coloured. The ])e(‘toral lin terminates at some distance from 
the root of the ventral. Body silvery. 


A/esfes inacrolepidotuSj CL & V. 

II. 10. A. 10. V. 10. * L. lat. 23. L. transv. 4y2. 

Teeth of the lower jaw with three or four points. The length of 
the head is one-fourth or somewhat less than one-fourth of the 
total (witliout caudal). Silvery, each scale with a darker base; 
sometimes a blackish spot behind the gill-o])ening, above the lateral 
line. 



APPENDIX C. 


243 


A/estes nurse, Rupp, 

T). 10. A. If). L. hit. 21). L. traiiRV. {’K 

The of the Ixxly is onc-tlurd, or sonicAvliat less than ono- 

tliird^ of the total length (without caudal), the length of the head 
a little more than one-fourth. The origin of the dorsal fin is only 
a little behind that of the ventral ; the pectoral terminates at some 
distance from the ventral, llrighi silvery, Avith a vt?ry indistinct 
blackish sjiot above the lateral liu(^, behind the gill-opening; some- 
times another large blackish blotch at the base of the caudal fin. 
Iris light yelloAv. 


Afestvs ruppeUfi, (.ithr, 

1). 10. A. 17. 1j. lat. 30. L. transv. 

The height of the body is one-third, or a litl.h' less than one- 
third, of the total length (Avithout (‘aiulal), th(‘ length of Ihe head 
one-fourth, or, in younger examph's, somewhat more than, one- 
fourth. The origin of the dorsal fin is a little behind that of the 
ventral, midway betAveen the extremity of the snout and the root 
of the caudal. The pectoral terminates close to thcAcntral. 1 fright 
silvery, Avith a very indistinct blac^vish humeral spot; caudal spot 
absent or very indistinct. Iris golden, A\dth a broad black ring ; 
sometimes entirely black in specimens preserved in sj)irits. 

Upper Nile. 


If]— 2 
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Hydrocyon. (Kelb cl bahr; Kelb cl rnoyeh. RaschalJ 

Body compressed^ covered with lar^e scales. The dorsal fin is 
ill the middle of the Icn^tli of the bod\^, above the ventrals ; a small 
adipose fin beliind the doi’sal; anal of moderate leiij^th. Body oblong*, 
compressed^ covered with seales of moderate size; belly .rounded. 
Cleft of the mouth wide, without lips; the intermaxillaries and 
mandibles are armcal with strong pointed teeth, widely set and 
few in number; they are received in notches of the opposite jaw, 
and visible externally, wlven the mouth is closed. Palate toothless. 
Cheeks covered with tile enlarged subobital bones. Nostrils close 
together^ situated in the same cavity. Orbit with an anterior and 
posterior adipose eyelid. Gill-opening wide, the gill nmmbranes 
being united quite in front of the throat. Intestinal tract short. 

The strong dentition of these fishes indicate their rapacious 
character; this is also expressed by the Arabic name, which signi- 
fies ^Glog of the water/^ 


Hydrocyon fondiuHi, Cuv. 

D. 10. A. 15 — 10. V. 10. L. hit. 45 — 18. L. transv. 

The height of the body is contained four tinu'S and a half or four 
times and two-thirds in the total length (without caudal), the length 
of the head four times and one-fourth or four times and two-thirds. 
There arc hro series of scales betiveen the lateral line and the elon- 
gate scale at the root of the ventral fin. The upper jaw with five 
or six teeth on each side, the lower with four. Silvery, generally a 
blackish streak along each series of scales above the lateral line. 
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I have seen heads of individuals whidi must have weighed twelve 
pounds at least. 

Hydrocyou breviftj Gtlir. (Plate HI., Fig. A.) 

D. 10. A. 1(5. V. 10. L. hit. 4!)— 50. L. transv. 9/5. 

Very similar to 11. forskafi}, but with a shorter body, and with 
more sc.alcs below the lateral hue, 

Tl'.c height of the body is eoutainod tlirice and a half or thriee 
and two-tliirds in the total length (without caudal) , the length of 
the luiad four times or thrice and four-lifths. Tlun'c arc tkree 
series of scales between the lateral line and the elongate scale at 
the root of the ventral fin. The upp(;r jaw wiili five or six teeth 
on each side, the lower with four. Silvery, each series of scales 
above tlu’ lateral line with a very laint darker longitudinal streak. 

Upper Nile. 


1 ) i s r le 1 1 o I) us. ( AV/i/.s*f7/ .) 

Body (!ompressed, covered with sninll scales. Dorsal tin rather 
long, placed in the middle of the length of tlic body, above tiie 
ventrals; a small adijxisc liii beiiind the dorsal; anal of moderate 
length; caudal and adipose fins covered Avith small scales. Body 
oblong, covered Avith small scales. Belly rounded. Cleft of the 
baouth transverse, small ; intermaxillary and mandible Avith a series 
|of flattish bicuspid incisors; there is generally another series of 
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smaller similar teeth behind the front series; palate toothless. 
Nostrils close together^ with a valve between tlicm^ overlapping the 
posterior. Gill- openings of moderate width, the gill membranes 
being attached to the isthmus, having a free hinder edge nearly 
along their entire extent. 

Disiichodaa nllofictfs, Hassehp 

D. 24—20. A. 14—15. V. 11. L. hit. 103—105. 

L. transv. 20/19. 

The height of the body is two- fifths or less than two-fifths of tin? 
total length (without caudal) in mature spc^eiinens, and only one- 
third in young ones. The length of the head is eontaincxl four times 
and two-thirds or four times and thr(‘e-fourths in that of the body 
in mature specimens, but it is o!ic-foiirth of it in young ones. Snout 
obtuse; iutcrorbital spacer broad, depressed, not very convex. The 
lower jaw with about thirty-six teeth in the front series; young 
individuals have less. The anal tin extends backwards to, or nearly 
to, the root of’ the caudal, if laid backwards. Silvery, back green isli ; 
dorsal fin with short, oblique, narrow blackish stn^aks on tlui inter- 
radial inemhrane. Young specimens with a blackish s])ot bcliind 
the head, between the lateral line and the gill-opening, and with 
several indistinct transverse black isli blotches on the body. 

Attains to a weight of nearly 100 pounds, and is very good eating. 

Disflchodas roslraiiiSy Gthr. (Plate III., Fig. 15.) 

D. 23—25. A. 11. A'. 11. L. hit. 89—98. L. transv. IG/IG. 

The height of the body is contained thrice and one-fourth in the 
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total length (without caudal)^ the length of the head four times and 
three-fourths. Snout rather pointed : in a speeirnen fourteen inches 
long it is more than twice as long as the eye; intcror])ital space 
broad, convex, its width ])eing contained twice and onc-third in the 
length of the head. The lower jaw with about twenty-eight teeth. 
TIic anal fin extends somewhat beyond the root of tlie caudal, il’ 
laid backwards. Silvery, back greenish, sides clouded with blackish ; 
dorsal fin with small blackish fepots. 

Distichodns' ennyreifhalns, Gthr. 

D. 21. A. 13. V. 11. L. lat. 80. L. transv. 14/13. 

The height of the body is contaiiu'd thrice, or twice and three- 
fourths, in the total length (without caudal), the length of the head 
four times and onc-third or (bur times and one-fourth. Snout 
pointed, (X)m]n'essed; head comj)ressed; the interorbital space is very 
convex, its vidth hcdiig contained twice and two-thirds in the lengt h 
of the head. The lower jaw witli about twenty teeth. The anal 
fin does not extend to tlu^ root (>'f the caudal, if laid backwards. 
Silvery, sides with four iiTcgular series of round blackish sj)ots, each 
as large as, or simdlcr tliaii, tlu‘. cy(‘. Dorsal fin with very indistinct 
s})ots, which are [)artly conlliicnt. 

This si)ccics will be easily recognized by its compressed head. 

Upper Nile. 

DlsHchodas brevipiifti'ni, (ithr. (Plate 111., Fig. (f) 

D. 2o. A. 15. Y. 11. L. hit. 90. L. transv. 17/23. 

Idle height ol the body is contained twice and two-thirds in the 
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total lengtli (without caudal), the length of the head thrice and 
three-fourths. Snout as broad as, or even broader than, long, 
obtuse in front; lips tliick; intcrorbital space very convex, its 
width being contained twice and one-fifth in the length of the 
head. The lower jaw with twenty or twenty-two teeth. The 
length of the base of the dorsal fin is only three-fourths of that 
of the head; the distance betv.een the two dorsal fins eipials the 
length of the bas(', of tJie adipose fin. The anal extends to the 
root of the caudal, if laid backwards. Body with large rounded 
blackish spots, o:ich being twice as large as the eye. Dorsal fin with 
sub(piadrangular blackisli spots, irregularly arranged. 

Upper Nik*. 


1( HTilVJJOKUS. 

Dorsal fin somewhat behind the middle of tlie length of the 
body, Avith fourtecai or seventei'n rays; anal of moderate length; 
veritrals a little in advance of tlie dorsal ; caudal scaly, forked. 
Body compressed, elongate, eoAd'ed with small scal(\s ; lateral line 
complete. Cheeks naked. Cleft of the moutli wide: the iuter- 
maxillarics of both sides coalesce, forming a very moveable flattish 
bone, which is armed Avith a pair of canine teeth anteriorly, and 
Avith a series of compressed triangular teeth laterally; its inner 
surface, Avhich forms the anterior part of the roof of the mouth, is 
covered with minute pointed teeth. The dentaries of the mandible 
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also arc coalcscent into a single bone, without median suture ; their 
dentition is the same as that of the upper jaw, but there arc three 
canine teeth, the central tooth standing in front of the jaw, and 
fitting between the upper canines. The maxillary is very small, 
attached to the extremity of the intermaxillary. Palate toothless. 
Nostrils in front of the eye, close together, the posterior wide, open. 
(1 ill-openings wide, the gill memlmuics being separate ; gill-rakers 
short, Jaueeolatt\ 

For our first acquaintance with the lisli(*s of this genus we are 
indebti'd to Joannis, who gives a description and ligurc whi(;h do 
not leave any doubt as to the generic affinity of the fishes found by 
him, and rediseovcr(‘d by Mr. Petlierick on the TJj>per Nile. I have 
long hesitated to separate them sjH'cifically, but as Joannis says that 
there arc oidy fiftc'cn scales in a transverse roA\, and as he represents 
in the figure tlie scales of a corresponding size;, it apj)ears probable 
that the Nile is inhal)ited by two distinct species, ’’riiey must be 
very sc'aree, as Joannis and PctluTiek are the only tra^'ellcrs who 
had the good foi tune of meeting witli them. It is als(/ worthy of 
notice that only two examples were in the extensive collections 
made by Mr. Petlierick, which appears to confirm the remark made 
by Joannis, that these fishes arc always found in ])airs. 


IchUiyhoruft nncrolopis, (Uhr. (Plate II., Fig. A.) 

I). 15-17. A. 11— In. P. 11—15. V. 10. L. lat. 100. 

L. transv. 12/11. 

The height of the body is contained four times and three-fourths 
or five times and one-fourth in the total lengtli (without caudal). 
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tte length of the head tlirice and one-fourth or thrice and two- 
thirds; the diameter of the eye is somewhat less than the width of 
the intcrorhital space, one-half of the length of the snout, and two- 
fifths of that of tlic postorbital portion of the head. Intermaxillary 
with nineteen, mandible with fourteen, teeth on each side. Cheeh 
([uite naked, the suborbital ring being narrow. Operculum with 
radiating striae, tvricc as high as long. The origin of the dorsal 
fin is nearer to the root of the caudal than to the extremity of the 
snout ; it is higher than long ; anal fin somewhat longer than high; 
caudal with the lobes rounded, two-thirds as long as the head; the 
])ectoral as long as tbc vcaitnil, rath(‘r more than half as long as 
tbc head ; the ventral terminates at a great distance from the 
vent. Uniform silvery; dorsal rays with some faint dots ; caudal 
with live or six rather irregular transverse series of round black 
spots. 

llie two specimens are six and a half inches long. 


Jclitliyljorns bessc, Joann is. {Bcssl\) 

As we have mentioned above, this s])ecies apjiears to have much 
larger scales. Joannis found his sp(M;imens at Thebes, and the 
species has not becji redisco ven id since his time. 


Cor eg onus niloticus, Joannis. 

I take this opportunity of directing the attention of travellers to 
a small lish, which is evidently distinct from all the other known 
species of tropical Afihia. 1 am not aware that it exists in any 
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collection, and to ensure its rediscovery I add here a copy of the 
figure and description given by its discoverer. 



The head of this pretty little species is almost equal to ono-fiftli 
the lengtli of th^ body. Mouth small, and slightly pro bos ci diform ; 
its cleft very small ; the upper lip a little longer than the lower. 
The head is of a conical form ; teeth none ; ear-opening well 
miirked ; the eye reaches almost to tlu^ summit of the h(‘ad. Body 
fusiform, flesh transparent ; the curvature of the back is very slight, 
and the longitudinal line of th(‘ lower surface is quite straight as 
fai’ as the opercailar opening, beneath which it lake's a curve, and 
ascends along the lower profih' of the head. The proportion of 
tie* greatest height of the body to its length is as 1 : G ; the anus is 
almost median in the length of the bod^q and about equahy distant 
from the vcntrals and from the anal. Seales very line. Ventral 
with nine rays, the third being the longest, placed beneath the 
belly and o]>posite to the first dorsal. First dorsal with thirteen 
rays, the third being the longest. This fin is triangular, trans- 
parcTit, and inserted at rather more than one- third of the total 
length from the tip of the snout. Anal with ten rays, the third 
and fourth equal, and the longest placed at a distance from the 
anus equal to that which sejiarates the anus from the ventrals. 
^Colour of the body, yellowish grey; belly and checks, silvery ; 
commencement and uj)i)cr suidacc of the head, tawny red. Thei’c 
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are ten greenish patches placed saddlcwisc on the back, and six 
quadrilateral spots of* the same colour along the middle of each side 
and from the dorsal to the end of the caudal. This little fish, 
which is said to be delicious eating — of which we arc unable to 
judge on account of its small size — is taken along the shores with 
the other small species. It is not very common. I procured it at 
Thebes : it is caught principally in the winter, and the Arabs nam 
it Santa k-el^maleh. 

The length of the specimen described is two inches. 


MORM YRlDAi. 

Mokmyrus. ( 'asc/uve,) 

Body and tail scaly; head scalcless; barbels none. The margin 
of the upper jaw is formed in the middle hj the intcrmaxillarics, 
whicli coalesce into a single bone, and laterally by the maxillaries. 
Pectoral and ventral fins; no adipose fin. Mouth very small; 
small teeth in the jaws, or on the palate, or on the tongue. A 
series of pores along the base of the dorsal and anal fins. Gill- 
opening reduced to a short slit. 

Not esteemed as food. 



APPENDIX C. 


253 


MormyrvH casc/iirc, Hassclq. {Chasm el Biudt.) 

I). 81—87. A. 18—20. V. fi. 

Scales v(!iy small. Snout conical, inucli produced, slightly Lent 
downwards, the of the eye heing exactly in the middle of the 
length of the head. Lower lip somewhat ])rojc‘eting ])eyoiid the 
upper; teeth very small, slightly dilated, the crown with a shallow 
notch. Th(i height of the body is nearly equal to the length of the 
head, which is two-ninths of tlu^ total (without caudal). 

Attains to a length of three feed. 


Mormyrus o.vyrhyitchHs^ (JeoHr. 

1). 58— A. 18-20. V. 0. L. hit. ea. IdO. 

Snout conical, much produced, slightly heni downwards, tin* 
pupil of the eye being scarcely neai’cr to the end of ojhtcIc than to 
the extremity of the snout. Lower lip somewhat orojeetijig be- 
yond the upper; teeth not very small, slightly ddated, the crown 
with a shallow notcdi. The height of the body is nearly eipnil to 
the length of the head, which is two-ninths, or a little more than 
tw-o-ninths, of the total (without caudal) . 

Moruiyrns ycojfroy/j C\ V. 

1). 71— 77. A. 17— 19. V . 0. 

Scales very small. Snout coni(‘al, much produced, with its lon- 
gitudinal axis nearly in the same line as the axis of the body ; eye 
almost in the middle of the length of the head. Lower lip some- 
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what projecting beyond the upper. Teeth very small, slightly 
dilated, the crown with a shallow notch. The height of the body 
is nearly equal to the length of the head, which is two-nintlis of 
the total (without caudal). 

Mormyrus hasschiinsiii, C. & Y. 

1). 70. A. 18. L. lat. 115. 

Snout rather thick and obtuse, with the upper jaw somewhat 
projecting beyond the lower. Eye situated in the anterior third of 
the length of the head, which is ouc-fourth of the total (without 
caudal). Teeth very small, with their crown slightly emarginatc. 

Mormjrm cyin iiioulcs, L. 

1). 20—28. A. 82—85. V. 0. L. lat. 85. 

Snout obtuse, of moderate length, with the lower jaw prominent, 
and with a very short, skinny 11a]) at the chin. Eye i*ather small, 
situated before the middh'. of the length of the head. Teeth minute, 
pointed, few in number. Pectoral extending beyond the root of 
the ventrals. The height of the body is one-fourth or two-sevenths 
of the total length (without caudal), the length of the head one- 
fifth, or somewhat less than one-fifth. 

Monnyrus hime, Lacep. 


D. 30—32. A. 33—36. V. 6. L. lat. 42—15. 

Snout obtuse, compressed, very sliort, elevated, obliquely trim- 
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cated in fronts witli the ehift of the month at its lower side^ below 
the eye, which is of moderate size. Teeth very small^ dilated, and 
notched, forming a complete series round the entire edge of both 
jaws. Pectoral extending beyond the root of the ventral, which is 
short, half as long as the pectoral. The hciglit of the body is con- 
tained from twice and one-half to three times and one-quarter in 
the total length (without caudal) , the length of the head four times, 
or four times and a third. 


Mormynis discorlii/ncitus, Ptrs. 

D. 30—30. A. 21—27. L. lat. 70. 

Snout o])tuse, rounded, com 2 )rcssed, as h)ng as tljc eye, which is 
of modei’ate size ; (;left of the mouth at the lower side of the snout, 
before the vertical from tlu^ front margin of the orbit. T('eth very 
small, dilated, and notelu'd, few in number. The pectoral extends 
someAvhat beyond the middle of th(‘ ventral, which is more than 
half as long as the i)ectoral. The height of the body is one-third 
of the total Icmgth (without caudal), the length of tiie head one- 
fifth. Rack and upper parts of the side irregularly marbled with 
brown. 

Mo7inyrus bovei, C. & V. 

1). 20—23. A. 31—33. 

Form of the snqut as in M. bam, the cleft of the mouth being 
below the middle of the orbit. The height of the body is nearly 
one-fourth of tlie total length, the caudal fin included. 
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Mormyrus isidori^ C, & V. 

1). 19—20. A. 21. L. lat. 55. 

Snout obtuse^ rounded^ compressed, short, but longer than the 
eye, which is rather small \ cleft of the mouth at the lower side of 
the snout, l)elow tlic front margin of the oi’bit. Tec'tli small, di- 
lated and notched, forming an arched series round the margin of 
botli jaws. Pectoral extending to or somewhat beyond the middle 
of the ventral, which is not (piite half as long as the pectoral. The 
height of the body is contained from twi(;e and thrc(Nfourths to 
three times and oiu'-third in the total length (without caudal), the 
length of the head four tin»cs and one-lialf. 

Morwifrna dorsalis, (liollV. 

]). 1 ;}—](). A. 56— ()2. V. (). T.. lat. ea. 110. 

Snout obtuse, rather slioi t, rounded, vilh the jaws erpial ante- 
riorly, and without labial ap])( ndage. Eye small, situated iiir before 
the middle of the lengtli of the head. Teetli not very small, fixed, 
dilated, notched. Pi'ctoral exUaiding beyond the root of tlie ven- 
tral, which is short, hut more than half long as the pectoral. 
The height of the body is contained from thiH^e tiiiurs and three- 
fourths to five times in the total length (without caudal), the lengtli 
of the head five times and one-half. Tin*, distal ie(‘, of the origin of 
the dorsal fin from the root of the caudal is one-half of its distance 
from the gill -opening. 

Mormyrus petersii , ( 1 th r . 

Easily distinguished by the prolongation of the lower jaw into a 
long cylindrical appendage. Originally describtid froniAVest Afri- 
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can. specimens, it was rediscovered by Captain Speke on the White 
Nile ; he did not bring specimens, but I have seen a sketch of this 
lish in a collection of MS. drawings, made by him at Urundogani. 

Mormyrm atujuillotdts, L. (Erse,) 

D. 2(3—28. A. 39—12. V. G. L. lat. 95. 

Head nearly twice as long as high ; snout snbtctrahedral, of 
moderate length, rounded in front, w ith the \ipper jaw a little longer 
than the low er. Eye very small, situated in the anterior third of 
the lei)gth of the bead. Teeth not very small, fixed, forming a 
curved scries in both jaws, sliglitly notched at the apex. Dorsal tin 
more than half as long as the anal. The height of the body is con- 
tained from five times and a half to six times and a lialf in the total 
length (without caudal), the length of the head four times. 

Not very common. 


(iVMNAUCnVS. 

This genus ditiei’s from 3Ionttyrus in the fins, the caudal, anal, 
and ventral fins being absent, whilst the dorsal fin extends nearly 
over the entire length of the back. Each jaw^ with a single scries 
of incisors. 

Gynwarchus niloficus, Cuv. {Jerfar ; Ashoaa Kamoura in Cairo.) 

Bare; more common in the Upper Nile and West Africa. 
Attains to a length of more than five feet. 


VOL. II. 


17 
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C yPRINO DON riDJE. 

Uaplocuilus. 

Snout Hat^ both jaws being much depressed. Barbels none. 
Bones of tlie mandible firmly united; upper jaw protractile ; both 
yaws witli a narrow band of villiform teeth. Bodj^ oblong, depressed 
anteriorly, eompressed posteriorly. Dorsal liu sbort^ coinnieiiciiig 
b(diiiid the origin of the anal, which is more or ICSS cloilgatc. No 
adipose fin. lutestiual tract but slightly convoluted; air-bladder 
present. 

Haplochiluff fasciolidm, Gtlir. 

1). 11. A. 18. V. () — 7. L. hit. 28. L. transv. U — 10. 

Hie height of the body is a little less than the length of the licad, 
and one-fourth of the total (without caudal). Head rather elon- 
gate, much depressed anteriorly, the snout being longer than the 
eye, the diameter of whicli is somewhat more than one-fourth of 
the length of the head, and onc-half of the width of the interorbital 
space. Lower jaw a little longer than iip]>er. Origin of the dorsal 
fin midway between the extremity of the caudal and the eye, cor- 
responding to the seventeenth scale of the lateral line, and being 
rather before the middle of the anal, Ih'ctoral fin extending some- 
what beyond the root of the ventral, which reaches the vent. 
Brownish, each scale with a red spot at the base, disappearing in 
preserved specimens ; the lower part of the sides of the abdomen 
and tail with eight or nine oblique narrow brownish-black streaks, 
descending from the middle of the side forwards. 

I ’pper Nile. The largest specimen known is only three in. long. 
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CYPRINIDjE, 

Lab 1 : 0 . 

Scales of moderate or small size. Dorsal tin witljoiit osseous 
rayj with more than nine branched rays^ coramcnein^ somewliat in 
advance of tlie ventrals. Snout obtusely rouiidccb tlu' skin of tlio 
maxillary region being more or less thickened, forming a projection 
b(^yond the mouth. Teeth none in the jaws. Mouth transverse^ 
inferior, witli tlic lips thickened, each or one of them being pro- 
\ic\c(\ witlv aw iwwcr transverse fold, wUieli is covered with a de- 
ciduous horny substance forming a sharp edge, wdiicli, however, 
docs not rest upon tlic bone as base, but is soft and moveable. 
Larbels v(?ry small, two oj‘ four, tlu^ maxiilary barbels rnon) or less 
hidden in a groove behind the angle, of the mouth. Anal fin very 
short. Snout gcmerally more or less covered with hollow tubercles. 

Laheo iiiloticioi, Forsk. [Lehia ; Lebsc.) 

1). 10—19. A. 8, L. hit. 10 — 10. L. transv. j;?:* 

]\louth rather broad. Li])s thin, fringed, with an inner fold in 
their entire eireumferenee, more distinct on the upj)er lip than on 
the lower. Snout obtuse, modefatedy projecting, wdth a very in- 
distinct lobe on each side; maxillary barbel minute, hidden in a 
lateral groove. Eye of moderate size, not much smaller than a 
.scale, situated before, or, in old examph^s, in the middle of the 
length of the head. There arc four or five longitudinal series ci 
scales bctwxcn the lateral line and the venti’al fin. Upper margin 
of the dorsal fin concave, the third and fourth ravs being the 

1 1 - -2 
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longest. Body, and especially tlic tail, compressed, oblong, its 
depth being contained thrice and two-thirds or four times in the 
total length (without caudal) . Coloration uniform. 

Very common in all parts of the river; eaten by the Arabs; 
attains to a length of eighteen inches. 

Labi'o vimbie^ Uiipp. {Coabie.) 

1). 11< — IG. A. 8. L. lat. 35 — 37. L. traiisv. G?/6. 

Mouth of moderate width. Lips moderately thiek, with a dis- 
tinct inner fold in their entire circumference ; lower lip sometimes 
indistinctly fringed. Snout rather produced, obtuse in front, 
moderately projecting beyond the lower jaw, witli a distinct lobe 
on each side; maxillary barbel very small, hidden in a deep lateral 
groove. Eye ratlier small, as large as a scale in middle-sized speci- 
mens, though comparatively smaller in large ones; it is situated 
behind the middle of the length of the head in adult exampleSy and 
in the middle in younger ones. There arc four or five longitudinal 
series of scales between the lateral line and the ventral fin. Upper 
margin of the dorsal fin convex, the middle rays being the longest, 
and certain (male ?) specimens having this fin considerably elevated. 
Body, and especially the tail, com])rcsscd and elevated, the greatest 
depth of the body being contained thrice and one-third or thrice 
and one-fourth in the total (without- caudal). Coloration uniform. 
Snout of certain specimens with small concave tubercles. 

Attains to a length of twelve inches. 

Labeo forskalii, Uiipp. 

D. 13. A. 8. L. lat. 31) — 40. L. transv. C G. 

Mouth broad. Lips very thick, with a distinct inner fold in 
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their entire circumference j lower lip generally fringed. Snout 
obtuse, projecting, with a broad distinct lobe on each side ; max- 
illary barbel minute, hidden in a deep groove. Eye small, situated 
in the posterior half of the head (at least in matiii'c exainples) , much 
smaller than a scale. There arc four scries of scales between the 
lateral line and the ventral fin. Upper margin of the dorsal fin 
concave, the third and fourth rays being the longest. Body elon- 
gate, its greatest depth ])('ing oiie-fourth of the h)tal length, or even 
less. Sometimes an indistinct dark band along tlie side of the 
body. Snout generally with hollow tubercles. 


Bahiu’s. (Barbels.) 

Scales of small, modtu’ate, or large size. Dorsal fin generally 
with the (third) longest simple ray ossifnxl, enlarged, and frecpiently 
serrated ; never with more than nine branched rays, commencing 
opposite, or nearly opposite, the root of the ventral fin. No adi- 
pose fin. Anal fin very short, but frequently very high. Mouth 
arched, without inner folds, inferior or anterior; lips without horny 
covering and without teeth. Barbels short, four (in the Nile 
species) . 

Barbus hymn, Forsk. [Bynul,) 

D. 18. A. 8. L. lat. 85. L. transv. 7/5. 

The osseous dorsal ray is exceedingly strong, normally longer 
than, but frequently only as long as, the head, not serrated btdiind. 
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There are three series of scales between the lateral line and the 
root of the ventral hn. Upper mid lower lip sometimes with a ivell 
developed lobe, nearly as long as the eye, sometimes without a trace 
of it. Body strongly compressed^ back elevated below the origin 
of the dorsal fiii; wlicrc the licight of tlic body is one-third of the 
total length (without (;audal) . The length of the head is contained 
four times and one-tliird in the same length. Snout somewhat 
pointed, with thick lips ; mouth inferior. Caudal deeply forked. 

Very common in all parts of the river, and eaten by the Arabs. 
Attains to a length of two feet. 


Jinrbns perinre, (Perinre,) 

1). 11. A. 7. L. lat. 30. L. transv. 5^/1. 

Tlic oss('ous dorsid ray is rather feeble, smooth. There arc three 
series of scab's between the lateral line and tlie root of the ventral 
fin. Body compressed and somewhat elevated, as in the roach, 
its depth being one-third of the total length (without caudal) ; 
head small, its length being rather less than one-fourth of the total 
(without caudal) ; its depth eipials its length (without snout) . Eye 
rather largo, ecpial to the length of the snout, two-sevenths of that 
of the head, and two-thirds of the width of the interorbital space, 
which is convex. INIouth anterior; lips thin, the lower with the 
transverse fold interrupted in the middle. Dorsal fin rather cks ■ 
vated : its origin is somewhat nearer to the end of the snout than 
to the root of the caudal. Caudal fin deeply forked. Bright silvery, 
with a bluish stripe from the scapula to the middle of the caudal. 
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and sometimes with a small blackish spot on the root of the caudal. 
Very common; does not exceed four inches in length. 


llAKlLirS. 

I 

M. dc Joannis has deseribed three small Cyprinoids which appear 
to belong to ^iiis genus. ITt‘ found them near Thebes^ and they 



have not been rediscovered sine(‘ his time, (’opies of tlic figures 



given by him arc here added^ in order to direct the attention of 
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travellers to these fishes^ specimens of which are much wanted in 
collections. 



CLUPEIDyE. 

('lupea. (Herrings.) 

Body compressed^ with the abdominal serrature extending for- 
wards into the thoracic region. No barbels. Seales of moderate 
or large size. Upper jaw not projecting beyond the lower. Cleft 
of the mouth of moderate width ; teeth, if prcscait, rudimentary 
and deciduous. Anal fin of moderate extent, with less than thirty 
rays ; dorsal fin short, without spine, opposite to the vcntrals. 
Caudal forked. No adipose fin. 

Clupea fitita, (^uv. (The Shad ; Sabuj/a.) 

H. 18—20. A. 20—21. Y. 9. L. lat. 00—75. 

The height of the body is more than the length of the head, 
wdiieh is one-fourth or tw^o-ninths of the total (without caudal) . 
Lower jaw but slightly prominent; maxillary extending to, or. 
nearly to, the vertical from the hind, margin of the orbit. No 
teeth on the palate or the tongue. Gill-rakers stout, osseous, from 
twenty-one to twenty-seven on the horizontal part of the outer 
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branchial arch. Ventrafl fins inserted behind the origin of the 
dorsal, which is nearer to the end of the snout than to tlie root 
of the caudal. Basal half of the caudal fin covered with small 
scales. There arc from fifteen to sixteen abdominal scutes behind 
the base of the ventral fins. Operculum with irregular radiating 
strim descending towards the subopcrculum. A large blackish 
blotch in’ the scapulary region, sometimes followed by a scries of 
four to six similar blotches. 

The shad, which enters the Nile from the Mediterranean in the 
months of December and January, is identical with the British 
Twaite-shad ; it has been described by Ilassclquist as Cluj tea alosa; 
and Geofiroy St. Hilaire has given to it a distinct name, Clupea 
mlotica (^^Dcscr. Eg.,^^ p. 280, pi. lO, fig. 1.) 


0 S T E O G L 0 S S 1 1) .E . 

IIetkkotis. 

Body rather elongate, compressed, covered with large hard scales; 
head compressed, scaleless, bony ; abdomen rounded ; cleft of the 
mouth rather small, with the jaws subcqual ; barbels none. A 
single scries of small teeth in the jaws; pterygoids and hyoid with 
a patch of small conical teeth ; none on the vomer or palatine 
bones. Gill membranes separate, with eight branchiostegals ; the 
fourth branchial arcli with a spiral accessory organ. Air-bladder 
ccliular. Dorsal fin long, opj>ositc to the anal fin, close to the anal 
fin, without spines. Ventral fins far behind the pectorals. 
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Heterolis nitoticuSy Cuv. [Giseher, Saide.) 

D. 33—31. A. 35—30. L. lat. 35—36. 

Attains to a lenpfth of fonr fcct_, and is more common in the 
Upper tlian in the Lower Nile. ]5ad eatin: . Not common in 
European collections. 


A NG UJ LLJ DjE. 

Anouilla. (Eels.) 

Dorsal, anal, and caudal fins united ; pectoral I’ms present ; ven- 
tral fins none. Scales niinutc, hidden in the skin. 

Angmlla vuhjdriSy Cuv. {Smnak a I hayydt.) 

The eel is common in the lower Nile; it gein'rally has the snout 
somewhat more pointed than European examples, but individuals 
frequently occur which cannot he distinguished from our common 
cel. This species is easily recognizc'd by the forward position of 
the dorsal fin, the distance between its commciu'cmcnt and that of 
the anal fin being equal to, or even nior(^ than, the length of the 
head. 

Anguilla latirostris, Cuv. (The broad-snouted eel.) 

Rifaud gives various figures of cels : one M^as evidently taken 
from an example of this species, which is distir.guijf ed by the back- 
ward position of the dorsal fin, the distance between itft commence- 
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mcnt and of the anal fin being less than the length of the 
head. 


G \ M N 0 D ONTlDyE. 

• Tetuodox. 

Jaws Ircncliniit, without ti.‘oth^ with a median lonptiidinal 
groove; body extensible, covered with a rough spiny skin. Tlie 
oesophagus can be filled with air, so that these fishes can float on 
the surface of the water, ])clly u[)wards. 

Teirodon Hnea/t^s, Forsk. (Fah~haka .) 

Back and sides with brownish-black longitudinal bands ; abdomen 
witliout bands. 


(; A N 0 ] 1) E J . 

PoLVrTEKUS. 

Body elongate, covered with hard, smooth, rhombic scales. Jaws 
with a series of conical teeth, behind which arc bands of smaller 
teeth. Along the back a scries of separate spines, each of wdiich 
•bears an articulated finlet. 

Polypterus hi( lir, Gcofl’. 

With about si a teen dorsal finlcts. 
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Common. The flesh is white and good eating, ^ * the 
not brought to market, as the common people liuve a prejkdice , 
against it. . 

Polypterus seneyalensis, Cuv. ' ^ 

With twelve or tinrtcen, or even less, flnlets. 

Common in the Upper Nile and in West Africa. 

DIPNOI, 

Lepidosiren. 

Body eel-shaped, scaly. Two pairs of simple cord-like limbst 
Lungs and gills present. 

Lepidosiren annectenSj Owen. 

The discovery of Lepidosiren in the system of the Nile is due to 
Sir S. Baker, who figured an example from Lake Nyanjsa, in "The 
Albert Nyanza,^^ p. 131. 


EXPLANATION OP THE PLATES. 

Plate I. Fig. A. — Ctempomn petlierirL 
fj Fig. B. — S(/m>d'07dis wrex, 

Plate II. Fig. A. — Ichfhyhmis microlejns. 

„ Fig. B. — OpMocephalus ohsonrvs, 

Plate III. Fig. A. — IhjilTocyan 
„ Fig. B. — Dhtlchodm rostmtvo. 

it PTg. C. — Dlf(tio7u>di(s hi'empiniiis, < 
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FINAL RESULT OF Mk. CONSLX PETHERICK'S OBSERVATIONS. 
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